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Words by the Chair  
This month, the LIBE Committee have adopted key 
reports in the area of anti-terrorism and data 
protection. 
On 10 December, the Committee formally adopted 
a compromised text on EU Passenger Name Record 
system, which will now be put to plenary for a final 
vote early next year. 

 A EU PNR system with the necessary data 
protection safeguards will assist police and 
intelligence agencies in tracking down possible 

terrorists and criminals by accessing travel details of passengers. 
In wake of the attacks in Paris, the vote gives a clear signal that the LIBE Committee has 
taken a strong line on anti-terrorism measures which will give added value from the EU for 
the security of European citizens. 
Following the final vote in Parliament, it is now up to Member States to effectively 
implement an EU PNR system which will be used as an important tool in fighting terrorism 
as well as cross-border crime. 
 
Last Thursday, the LIBE Committee adopted a compromised text on the Data Protection 
package following the last round of negotiations during last week's plenary session in 
Strasbourg. The Data Protection Regulation is a key piece of EU legislation which will give 
citizens more control of their private data as well as harmonising regulations for business 
which will spur competition in the digital single market. In addition, the Data Protection 
Directive will enhance co-operation and better exchange of data in the area of law-
enforcement whilst safeguarding the fundamental rights of citizens. 
 
Also this month, the LIBE Committee held an extraordinary meeting to debate the setting 
up and functioning of the reception centres with representatives from the European 
Commission, EASO, Frontex as well as NGOs. It is important that policymakers work 
closely with NGOs to ensure a better coordinated response in order to have in place 
dignified entry points that meet basic humanitarian standards.The refugee crisis remains 
high on the agenda of the LIBE Committee and it is important that the refugee crisis is not 
forgotten as the winter months continue - complacency is not an option. 
In addition, the EU recently held a summit with Turkey and it was agreed that the EU would 
grant €3 billion euro in aid to assist Turkey in managing the flow of refugees arriving to 
Europe. It is essential that both sides uphold commitments to a compassionate and 
organised response, moreover, transparency must also be upheld, the European Parliament 
will act as a watchdog and closely monitor where and what the funds are being used for.   

 
After a very heavy year 2015 I would like to thank all LIBE colleagues for their work and 
wish you happy holidays and the very best in the coming year. 

Claude MORAES 

 

Highlight of the month 
End of key trilogues negotiations 
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21-22 December. 

Page 5 
 
 

LIBE hearings 
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Students and Researchers 
An agreement has been found between the Parliament (rapporteur: 
Cecilia Wikström, ALDE) and the Council on the so-called Students 
and Researchers Directive (recast). 

The scope of the directive is extended to also cover trainees and 
European volunteers (mandatory), while au pairs are added as an 
optional category. Intra-EU mobility of students and researchers is 
simplified, and students in mobility programmes such as Erasmus can 
now move with a simple notification. The Directive also includes a 
new job-seeking permit which is issued to successful students and 
researchers to allow them to look for a job or set up a business in the 
EU, while students will be allowed to work 15 hours a week during 
their studies. 

The text is now to be formally adopted by Council before returning to 
Parliament for the final agreement. 

*** 

Europol 
On 26 November, the LIBE Committee approved by a broad 
majority the text agreed to in interinstitutional negotiations on the 
new Europol Regulation. The negotiations, led by the rapporteur 
Agustín Díaz de Mera (EPP), were extensive and started already 
under the Italian Presidency. It was the first time that Parliament 
was fully involved in the decision making on Europol, that until now 
was governed by a Council Decision, adopted under the so-called 
"third pillar".  

The new Europol Regulation enables Europol to be more effective and 
flexible in fighting terrorism and organised crime, while at the same 
time putting in place robust data protection safeguards and bringing 
Europol under full democratic oversight. The increased data 
protection safeguards will be supervised by the EDPS. To ensure 
democratic control, Europol’s work will be overseen by a Joint 
Parliamentary Scrutiny Group with members from both national 
parliaments and the European Parliament. 

*** 

EU PNR Directive 
On 10 December the LIBE Committee approved the deal struck by the 
Parliament (rapporteur: Timothy Kirkhope, ECR) and the Council on 
EU Passenger Name Record (PNR) Directive.  

This Directive sets out harmonised rules on collection and processing 
of PNR data for the prevention, detection, investigation and 
prosecution of terrorist offences and serious crime. The airlines will be 
obliged to hand EU countries their passengers' data in order to help 
the authorities to fight terrorism and serious crime.  

Specific data protection safeguards are provided for, which 
include an obligation at national level to appoint a data 
protection officer responsible for monitoring the processing of 
PNR data and implementing the related safeguards; duties and 
powers for the national supervisory authority, which will be in 
charge of checking the lawfulness of the data processing and 
conduct investigations; access to the full PNR data set, which 
enables users to immediately identify the data subject, should be 
granted only under very strict and limited conditions after the 
initial retention period. 

The draft Directive is to be put to a vote by Parliament early in 2016 
and then formally approved by the Council. 

Data Protection package 
A final agreement was endorsed by the Council (Coreper) on 17 
December, before the LIBE Committee held a confirmation vote the 
day after. Now, the Council would adopt its first readings on these 
instruments which would be transmited to the Parliament for its 
consideration under the "second reading".  

The Regulation (rapporteur: Jan Philipp Albrecht, Greens) will enable 
citizens better control over their personal data. It establishes a modern 
and unified legal framework for data processing activities conducted in 
the Union strengthening data subject's rights in order to enable them to 
have a robust protection and control over his/her personal data. In this 
regard the regulation provides for a right to data portability, making 
easier the transfer of a citizen's personal data, a clarified "right to be 
forgotten" and improved information about the processing of their 
personal data. At the same time the regulation simplifies rules for 
companies by establishing a one stop shop mechanism and a risk based 
approach to  allow businesses to make the most of the opportunities of 
the Digital Single Market by cutting red tape and benefiting from 
reinforced consumer trust. Data protection authorities will play a major 
role in the functioning of the new legal framework. The regulation will 
provide for unified strengthened powers of the supervisory authories to 
ensure compliance of the rules, if needed by means of sanctions to data 
controllers and processors. Strengthened cooperation between national 
supervisors and a consistency mecanism with an European Data 
Protection Board will also been established.  

The new Data Protection Directive (rapporteur: Marju Lauristin, S&D) 
replaces the current 2008 Framework Decision laying down a 
harmonised legal framework in the 28 EU Members States. It takes 
account of the specificities of the law enforcement sector while 
ensuring the respect of the fundamental right to data protection.  

*** 

Safeguards for children in criminal proceedings 
As announced in our previous issue, new rules to ensure that children 
who are suspected or accused of a crime are able to understand and 
follow the proceedings, to enable them to exercise their right to a fair 
trial, to prevent re-offending and foster their social integration were 
provisionally agreed by Parliament (rapporteur: Caterina Chinnici, 
S&D) and Council negotiators last week. 

Among the safeguards for children (i.e. persons under the age of 18) is  
the assistance by a lawyer during the criminal proceedings. During the 
negotiations, MEPs sought to strengthen the rules on assistance by a 
lawyer and to limit the derogations to this obligation, since children, 
as vulnerable persons, are not always able to fully understand and 
follow criminal proceedings. MEPs also inserted provisions 
throughout the text to ensure that "the child's best interests are 
always a primary consideration". The other  fair trial safeguards are 
the right for the child suspect or accused to  be informed  about 
his/her rights,  the right to an individual assessment by qualified 
professionals, the right to protection of privacy and, for  children 
who are deprived of liberty,  the right to a medical examination. 
Deprivation of liberty, in particular detention, shall only be 
imposed as a measure of last resort and for the shortest 
appropriate period of time. Member States shall ensure that, 
wherever possible, the competent authorities shall have recourse 
to alternative measures instead of detention. 

The agreement on the new directive still needs to be approved by the 
LIBE Committee on 14 January and by Parliament as a whole. 

Highlight of the month:  
 

End of key trilogues negotiations 
 

file://ipolbrusncf01/userdesktop$/nidavid/Desktop/Students%20and%20Researchers%20Directive_agreed%20text.pdf
file://ipolbrusncf01/userdesktop$/nidavid/Desktop/Europol_agreed%20text.pdf
file://ipolbrusncf01/userdesktop$/nidavid/Desktop/EU%20PNR_agreed%20text.pdf
file://ipolbrusncf01/userdesktop$/nidavid/Desktop/General%20Data%20Protection%20Regulation_agreed%20text.docx
file://ipolbrusncf01/userdesktop$/nidavid/Desktop/Data%20Protection%20Directive_agreed%20text.docx
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23 November 2015, Strasbourg  
 

Items adopted during this meeting: 

 Draft opinion on Recommendations to the European 
Commission on the negotiations for the Trade in Services 
Agreement (TiSA) (Rap. for opinion: Jan Philipp Albrecht, Greens) 

 Draft report on Arrangement with the Swiss Confederation on 
the modalities of its participation in the European Asylum 
Support Office  (Rap: Roberta Metsola, EPP) 

 Draft report on the Special Report of the European Ombudsman 
in own-initiative inquiry OI/5/2012/BEH-MHZ concerning Frontex 
(Raps: Ska Keller, Greens/LIBE and Roberta Metsola, EPP/PETI)  

 

 

*** 

30 November-1 December 2015, Brussels 

 Communication on the Transfer of Personal Data from 
the EU to the USA under Directive 95/46/EC following 
the Judgment by the Court of Justice in Schrems’ Case 

Presentation by Fonseca Morillo, DG JUST’s Director General a.i. 
 

 Exchange of views on the EU cooperation with Turkey 
in the area of asylum, migration and management of 
the EU's external borders 

Exchange of views with Matthias Ruete, Director General, DG 
HOME, European Commission. 
 

 Debriefing by the Luxembourgish Council Presidency on 
the outcome of the extraordinary JHA Council of 20 
November 2015 

 

 Exchange of views with Gilles De Kerchove, EU 
Counter-Terrorism Coordinator (CTC) 

Debate in Committee on the aftermath of the terrorist attacks in 
Paris of 13 November 2015 in the presence of the Council 
Presidency and the European Commission; and presentation of 
the reports on the implementation of the EU Counter-Terrorism 
Strategy (Council document 12318/15) and a joint paper with the 
Luxembourg Presidency on Counter-Terrorism: implementation 
of short term actions (Council document 12551/15). 
 

 Presentation of the main findings of a study 
commissioned by the EP Policy Department “A 
comparison between the US and EU data protection 
legislation for law enforcement purposes” 

Presentation by Franziska Boehm, Professor at University of 
Münster, Institute for Information, Telecommunication and Media 
Law, Germany. 

 Crisis relocation mechanism and mechanisms for 
determining the Member State responsible for 
examining an application for international protection 
lodged in one of the Member States by a third country 
national or a stateless person 

Presentation of the Commission proposal and state of play in 
Council. Also presentation by EASO of the “State of play of 
relocation operations in the hot spots”. 

 

 Establishing an EU common list of safe countries of 
origin for the purposes of common procedures for 
granting and withdrawing international protection 

Presentation of the Commission proposal and the state of play 
in Council; presentation by EASO of “The situation in the 
Western Balkans and the results of consultation with Member 
States on Safe Country of Origin”, and by EU FRA of  “Safe 
country of origin (SCO) lists: fundamental rights considerations”. 

 

Items adopted during this meeting: 

 Draft opinion on Towards a Digital Single Market Act               
(Rap. for opinion: Michał Boni, EPP) 
 

 Draft report on Strategic cooperation in the fight against 
serious crime and terrorism between the United Arab Emirates 
and Europol (Rap: Alessandra Mussolini, EPP) 
 

 Draft report on Operational and strategic cooperation between 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Europol (Rap: Lorenzo Fontana, NI) 
 

 Draft opinion on Annual Report 2014 on the Protection of the 
EU's Financial Interests - Fight against fraud                                        
(Rap. for opinion: Petr Ježek, ALDE)  
 

 Text agreed during interinstitutional negotiations on 
Conditions of  entry and residence of third-country nationals for 
the purposes of research, studies, pupil exchange,  remunerated 
and unremunerated training , voluntary service  and au pairing  
[Recast] (Rap: Cecilia Wikström, ALDE) 
 

 Text agreed during interinstitutional negotiations on European 
Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation and Training 
(Europol) and repeal of Decisions 2009/371/JHA and 
2005/681/JHA (Rap: Agustín Díaz De Mera García Consuegra, EPP) 

 

*** 

7 December 2015, Brussels 

 Hotspots in Greece – state of implementation 

Presentation of the implementation by DG HOME, European 
Commission; EASO and Frontex representatives; Anthi 
Karangeli, Greek authorities' hotspot coordinator in Moria - 
Lesvos; and International Rescue Committee. 

Highlights of the last LIBE meetings: 
 

November and December 
 

The full agenda, the documents and the webstreaming of the meetings are available here. 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search?committee=LIBE
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 Hotspots in Italy – state of implementation 

Presentation of the implementation by DG HOME, European 
Commission; EASO and Frontex representatives; Italian 
Department of Civil Liberties and Immigration (Ministry of 
Interior); and Save the Children. 

 

 Smart borders: Interim Report on the technical 
conclusions of the pilot project 

The Director of eu-LISA, Krum Garkov, presented  the findings of 
the Smart Borders Pilot. During the last legislative term 
discussions between the institutions on the Smart Borders project 
have led to a decision to request a study on the technical options 
for the project -which was finalised in 2014- that would be 
followed by a pilot project. This pilot project was entrusted by the 
Commission to eu-LISA. 

The objective of the pilot was to test a limited set of technical 
options against specific measurable criteria in operational 
environment and through desk research. It was conducted 
between March and September this year in 12 Member States 
at 18 border crossing points. 

*** 

10 December 2015, Brussels 

 Structured dialogue with Vĕra Jourová, Commissioner 
for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality 

In the framework of the structured dialogue between the 
Commission and the different Committees in the European 
Parliament, Commissioner Jourová addressed the Members of 
LIBE on the most relevant issues that are currently on the 
table, from the negotiations of the data protection package, 
Safe Harbour, to the future Commission proposals in the field 
of Justice.  

 

The topics discussed included, among others, the 
establishment of the European public prosecutor's office, the 
PIF Directive, the role of Eurojust in judicial cooperation and 
the state of play of the directives on procedural rights for 
suspects and accused persons.  

 

Many Members took the floor to ask about the LGBTI rights list 
of actions, the Safe Harbour, the ECRIS proposal and actions 
envisaged for the fight against discrimination. 

Joint debate: 

 Internet Organised Crime Threat Assessment (iOCTA) 

Presentation of the iOCTA report of 30 September 2015 by Mr 
van Gemert, Europol Deputy Director Operations Department. 

 Study "The Law Enforcement Challenges of Cybercrime: 
Are We Really Playing Catch Up?" 

Presentation of the study by a representative of the Centre for 
the Study of Conflicts, Liberty and Security (CCLS). 

 

 Study "Cybersecurity in the European Union and 
Beyond: Exploring the Threats and Policy Responses" 

Presentation of the study by Dr Nicole Van der Meulen and Eun 
A Jo, RAND Europe, Cambridge Office. 

 Study on EU cooperation with third countries in the 
field of migration (PE 536.469), commissioned by the 
EP Policy Department  

Presentation by Dr Paula García Andrade, Universidad 
Pontificia Comillas, Madrid. 
 

 

Item adopted during this meeting: 

 Text agreed during interinstitutional negotiations on Use of 
Passenger Name Record data (EU PNR)  (Rap: Timothy Kirkhope, ECR) 
 

 
 

*** 

17 December 2015, Strasbourg 

 

Items adopted during this meeting: 

 Text agreed during interinstitutional negotiations on  
Protection of individuals with regard to the processing of 
personal data, and the free movement of such data (General 
Data Protection Regulation) (Rap: Jan Philipp Albrecht, Greens) 

 Text agreed during interinstitutional negotiations on Protection 
of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by 
competent authorities for the purposes of prevention, 
investigation, detection or prosecution of criminal offences or the 
execution of criminal penalties, and the free movement of such 
data (Directive) (Rap: Marju Lauristin, S&D) 

 Report on Automated data exchange with regard to vehicle 
registration data (VRD) in Latvia (Rap: Claude Moraes, S&D) 

 

 

 
 

LIBE-related plenary resolutions adopted during the last part-sessions (23-26 November and 14-17 December): 

 Repealing certain acts in the Area of Freedom Security and Justice, and the field of police cooperation and judicial cooperation in criminal matters 

 Mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument for immediate budgetary measures to address the refugee crisis  

 Prevention of radicalisation and recruitment of European citizens by terrorist organisations   

 Special report of the European Ombudsman in own-initiative inquiry concerning Frontex    

 Agreements on the short-stay visa waiver between the EU and, respectively, Dominica, Vanuatu, Trinidad and Tobago, Samoa, Grenada, 
Timor-Leste, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and United Arab Emirates 

 Arrangement with the Swiss Confederation on the modalities of its participation in the European Asylum Support Office 

 Operational and strategic cooperation between Bosnia and Herzegovina and Europol 

 Strategic cooperation in the fight against serious crime and terrorism between the United Arab Emirates and Europol 

 Resolution on the situation in Hungary  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/smart_borders_exec_summary_/smart_borders_exec_summary_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bTA%2b20151124%2bTOC%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0405+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0410+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0422+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA8-2015-0322%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA8-2015-0329%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA8-2015-0323%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA8-2015-0320%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA8-2015-0326%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA8-2015-0327%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA8-2015-0321%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA8-2015-0325%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA8-2015-0324%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2015-0424&language=EN&ring=A8-2015-0345
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2015-0453&language=EN&ring=A8-2015-0352
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2015-0443&language=EN&ring=A8-2015-0351
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2015-0461&language=EN&ring=B8-2015-1361
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21-22 December 2015, Brussels, room JAN 4Q2 

 Conclusions of the Luxembourg Presidency of the 
European Union in the area of Justice and Home Affairs 

Exchange of views with Étienne Schneider, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Internal Security; Jean Asselborn, Minister for 
Migration and Asylum; and Felix Braz, Minister of Justice. 

 

 The situation in the Mediterranean and the need for a 
holistic EU approach to migration                                            
(Co-rap: Roberta Metsola, EPP/Kashetu Kyenge, S&D) 

The co-rapporteurs on the strategic own initiative report on the 
situation in the Mediterranean and the need for a holistic 
approach to migration, Roberta Metsola and Kashetu Kyenge,  
will present three preliminary working documents, which makes 
the total of available working documents to seven. 

Their draft report is scheduled to be presented in an extra-
ordinary LIBE meeting in Strasbourg on 18 January. 

 

Joint debate 

 Eighth biannual report on the functioning of the Schengen 
area (1 May - 10 December 2015) 

 Commission opinion on the necessity and proportionality 
of the controls at internal borders reintroduced by 
Germany and Austria pursuant to Article 24(4) of 
Regulation No 562/2006 (Schengen Borders Code) 

The Commission has published a new biannual report on the 
functioning of the Schengen zone. The reporting period has been 
extended in order to take into account the events of November 
2015. The report is mainly devoted to the effect on the Schengen 
area of the influx of migrants and the recent terrorist attacks, but 
brings us also a list of reports of unannounced Schengen 
evaluation visits.  

The Commission has also issued an opinion on the necessity and 
proportionality of the reintroduction of border controls at the 
internal borders by Germany and Austria. 

Both documents will be presented by Johannes De Ceuster (DG 
Home) on behalf of the European Commission. 

 The European Agenda on Security 

Presentation of the state of play by DG HOME, European 
Commission. 

 

 Establishment of an EU mechanism on democracy, the 
rule of law and fundamental rights                                            
(Rap: Sophia in 't Veld, ALDE) 

First exchange of views. 

 

 High common level of network and information security 
across the Union                                                                                     
(Rap. for opinion: Jan Philip Albrecht, Verts/ALE) 

Reporting back to committee on the outcome of the trilogue 
negotiations as far as LIBE issues are concerned. 

 

 Report from the Commission of assessing the situation of 
non-reciprocity with certain third countries in the area of 
visa policy 

Presentation by the European Commission. 

 

 Judgment of the Court of 16 July 2015 in Case C-88/14: 
Commission v Parliament and Council, in which the 
Commission brought an action for annulment of the 
revised reciprocity mechanism 

Presentation by the EP Legal Service. 

 

*** 

 
LIBE meetings in January 2016 

 

  - Monday 11 January (Brussels) 

  - Thursday 14 January (Brussels) 

  - Monday 18 January (Strasbourg) 

  - Monday 25 January (Brussels)  

 
Upcoming LIBE meeting: 
 
– 21-22 December 2015 
  

 

Find the list of available meeting documents here. 
 

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201511/LIBE
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• High-Level Conference on "Protecting on-line privacy by 
enhancing IT security and EU IT autonomy", 8-9 December 

 

On 8 and 9 December the LIBE Committee, jointly with the 
Luxembourg Council Presidency, the STOA Panel and the 
IMCO and ITRE Committees, organised a High-Level 
Conference on "Protecting online privacy by enhancing IT 
security and strengthening EU IT capabilities". 

The Conference showed the high-level interest and political 
backing from all institutions in this topic with interventions from 
EP President Martin Schulz, Luxembourg Prime-Minister Xavier 
Bettel and Commission Vice-President Andrus Ansip and 
Commissioner Günther Oettinger. 

The event brought together more than 100 selected 
outstanding academics, experts and practitioners that 
discussed in dedicated break-out sessions the different topics 
connected to protecting online privacy and came up with a 
wealth of bold, innovative, out-of-the-box ideas to improve 
the protection of our online data and communication.  

 

For more information and background documentation , 

please click here.

 

*** 

 

 Mini-hearing on Monitoring Democracy, Rule of Law and 
Fundamental Rights: methods and indicators, 10 December 

On 10 December, International Human Rights Day, a mini-
hearing was held in LIBE on 'Monitoring Democracy, Rule of 
Law and Fundamental Rights: methods and indicators". The 
mini-hearing was inscribed in the process of elaborating a 
so-called legislative own-initiative (L-INI) report (under art. 
225 TFEU) on an EU mechanism on democracy, rule of law 
and fundamental rights. 

It gathered senior experts who presented their various 
experiences with drafting and/or applying sets of indicators 
in the frame of their respective institutions' everyday work: 
Ms Michou from the European Commission, Mr Toggenburg 
from the Fundamental Rights Agency of the EU, Ms Granata-
Menghini from the Venice Commission of the Council of 
Europe and Dr Julinda Beqiraj from the Bingham Centre for 
the Rule of Law.  

Indeed, setting up indicators in order to perform relevant 
democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights monitoring 
was discussed, on the basis of the respective standards 
applied by the European Commission, FRA, Council  of 
Europe and UN institutions. 

Most intervening Members highlighted the importance of 
objective indicators for the work undertaken on the L-INI 
report. 

The work on this report will now evolve into the drafting of 
Working Documents to be presented before the LIBE 
Committee in February, as well as a joint hearing with the 
AFCO Committee on the role of judicial authorities.    

Public hearings in December 

http://www.stoa.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/cms/home/events/workshops/privacy
http://www.stoa.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/cms/home/events/workshops/privacy
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2015 in posters 
 

2015 has been a very busy year for the LIBE Members. One example of it are the numerous public hearings, interparliamentary 
committee meetings  and conferences held by the LIBE Committee alone or jointly with other Committees or National Parliaments. 

Here is a compilation of most of those events through their posters. 
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Workshop on data retention and meeting of the 
Consultative Forum 

On 10 and 11 December, Eurojust together 
with the Luxembourgish Presidency and the 
Office of the Prosecutor General of 
Luxembourg, hosted a workshop on "Data 
retention in the fight against serious crime: the 

way forward", and the 10
th

 meeting of the Consultative Forum of 
Prosecutors General and Directors of Public Prosecutions of the 
Member States of the European Union (Consultative Forum). 

The workshop on data retention provided a platform for 
national experts and Eurojust National Members to discuss the 
current EU framework on data retention and the impact of 
judgment C-293/12 of the Court of Justice of the European 
Union (CJEU) on national systems and judicial cooperation, 
including the admissibility and reliability of evidence. The main 
conclusions of this workshop were presented to the 
Consultative Forum members. 

In the Consultative Forum meeting, its members exchanged 
views on the practical implications of the CJEU’s annulment of 
the Data Retention Directive for investigations and prosecutions 
with Francois Biltgen, Judge at the CJEU, and Dean Spielmann, 
President of the European Court of Human Rights. The 
conclusions of the seminar and the Consultative forum will be 
made available soon on Eurojust website. 

 

Prosecuting THB for the purpose of labour exploitation 

The findings of this report are based on the analysis of, inter alia, 
32 judgements from 11 countries and 17 cases registered at 
Eurojust as Trafficking in Human Beings (THB) for labour 
exploitation. 

Convictions on this do not reflect the magnitude of the 
phenomenon, mostly due to difficulties in proving the 
‘exploitative purpose’. 

To assist practitioners investigating and prosecuting this specific 
crime, this report intends to be a source of information on 
indicators of labour exploitation resulting from national case law, 
and to highlight best practice in judicial cooperation as identified 
through the analysis of Eurojust’s casework. 

*** 

 

New EMCDDA Director to the LIBE Committee 

On 25 January 2016, Alexis Goosdeel, who will 
take up his function as EMCDDA Director on 1 
January, will present to the members of the 
LIBE Committee the priorities and outline of the 
agency's next three-year work programme and 

work programme for 2016. 

This document was adopted by the EMCDDA Management 
Board at its last meeting of 3 -4 December 2015. The EMCDDA’s 
draft 2016–18 strategy and work programme includes for the first 

time the corresponding upcoming annual work programme. This 
is designed to facilitate the implementation of the Single Multi-
annual Programming Document from 1 January 2016 on (article 
32 of the Framework Financial Regulation applicable to EU 
agencies and of the EMCDDA Financial Regulation).  

 

EMCDDA Management Board meeting of 3 –4 December 2015 

At its December meeting, the EMCDDA Management Board also 
adopted the EMCDDA's 2016 budget and the EMCDDA's 
preliminary draft budget for 2017, both based on a EU subsidy of 
EUR 14 794 000.  

The EMCDDA Management Board elected Laura d’Arrigo 
(France), Diplomatic advisor at the French Interministerial 
Mission for Combating Drugs and Addictive Behaviours (Mission 
interministérielle de lutte contre les drogues et les conduites 
addictives - MILDECA) as Chair for a mandate from 1 January 
2016 to 31 December 2018. Franz Pietsch (Austria) was elected to 
the position of Vice-Chair for the same period.  

The Board re-elected Claude Gillard (Belgium), founding member 
of the Management Board, as Chair of the Budget Committee, 
while João Goulão (Portugal) and Susan Scally (Ireland) were 
elected as members of the Executive Committee for the next 
three years. 

*** 

 

Support to members of courts and tribunals 

On 3-4 December, the EASO network of court 
and tribunal members held its Annual 
Coordination and Planning Meeting. 

This meeting brought together representatives of the courts and 
tribunals of the EU+ countries as well as other key partners 
including IARLJ, AEAJ, EJTN and the Academy of European Law 
(ERA) and the relevant European Courts, CJEU and ECtHR.  

Recently the Judicial Analyses on Exclusion and an Introduction 
to the CEAS (in collaboration with IARLJ) was completed and 
added to the  EASO Professional Development Series for 
Members of Courts and Tribunals.  

Just before, in November 2015, EASO brought together 95 
participants, of which over 80 were members of courts and 
tribunals, from 26 EU+ countries at a conference entitled: 
“Judging on the Common European Asylum System: key issues in 
the implementation of the CEAS from the judicial perspective” at 
the premises of the Court in Luxembourg. 

 

Annual Consultative Forum plenary meeting 

On 30 November EASO held its annual Consultative Forum 
plenary meeting, bringing together organizations, academics and 
experts to discuss the Common European Asylum system and 
EASO work and activities, in particular those activities related to 
EASO’s work in the hotspots in Italy and Greece.  

Latest news from JHA Agencies 

http://www.eurojust.europa.eu/press/News/News/Pages/2015/2015-12-14_Workshop-on-data-retention-and-meeting-of-the-Consultative-Forum.aspx
http://www.eurojust.europa.eu/doclibrary/Eurojust-framework/Casework/Report%20on%20prosecuting%20THB%20for%20the%20purpose%20of%20labour%20exploitation/Report%20on%20prosecuting%20THB%20for%20the%20purpose%20of%20labour%20exploitation_EN.pdf
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                                        Study on surveillance by intelligence services 

The Fundamental Rights Agency published in 
November 2015 a report on Surveillance by intelligence services: 
fundamental rights safeguards and remedies in the European Union 
- Mapping Member States’ legal frameworks. 

This report, drafted in response to the European Parliament’s call 
for thorough research on fundamental rights protection in the 
context of surveillance, maps and analyses the legal frameworks 
on surveillance in place in EU Member States.  

Focusing on so-called ‘mass surveillance’, it also details oversight 
mechanisms introduced across the EU, outlines the work of 
entities tasked with overseeing surveillance efforts, and presents 
the remedies available to individuals seeking to challenge such 
intelligence activity. 

Protecting the public from security threats and safeguarding 
fundamental rights involves a delicate balance. Brutal terror 
attacks and technological innovations making possible large-
scale communications data monitoring have further complicated 
the matter, triggering concerns about violations of the rights to 
privacy and data protection in the name of national security 

protection. The Snowden revelations, which uncovered extensive 
and indiscriminate surveillance efforts worldwide, made clear 
that enhanced safeguards of these rights are needed. 

The report will be presented in LIBE on 25 January 2016. 

 

EU Communication Strategy stakeholders workshop 

On 14 and 15 December 2015 FRA, in cooperation with the 
Austrian Ministry of Interior, the European Counter-Terrorism 
Coordinator, the European Commission and other partners, 
organised Stakeholder workshop on developing an EU 
Communication Strategy to promote respect, non-
discrimination, fundamental rights, freedoms and solidarity 
throughout the EU. 

The workshop brought together a mixed group of stakeholders 
to outline the principles, major challenges and existing practices 
to develop a toolbox for communication strategies to promote 
respect, non-discrimination, fundamental rights, freedoms and 
solidarity, including narratives to positively communicate values 
as enshrined in the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. 

JHA extraordinary meeting on 20 November 
During its extraordinary meeting on 20 November, the JHA 
Ministers adopted conclusions on Counter terrorism and Criminal 
justice response to radicalisation leading to terrorism and violent 
extremism. 

*** 

JHA Council meeting on 3-4 December 
In the field of justice, the Ministers took stock of progress made 
on a proposal for a directive on the fight against fraud to the 
Union's financial interests by means of criminal law and reached 
a provisional agreement on certain articles of the draft regulation 
establishing the European public prosecutor's office (EPPO). 

The Council also held a discussion on the possible way forward in 
addressing the challenges related to the collection and use of 
electronic evidence in criminal proceedings. 

The Council took note of a progress report on the actions related 
to judicial cooperation and the fight against xenophobia, which 
were defined by the Council on 9 October 2015 as priorities for 
tackling the migration crisis.  

In the meetings dedicated to Home Affairs issues, the Council 
approved the compromise text agreed with the European 
Parliament on the proposal for a directive on the use of PNR data 
for the prevention, detection, investigation and prosecution of 
terrorist offences and serious crime. The agreement on a 
proposal for a regulation on Europol was also confirmed as well 
as the agreement reached with the European Parliament on a 

proposal for a directive on the conditions of entry and residence 
of third-country nationals for the purposes of research, studies, 
pupil exchange, remunerated and unremunerated training, 
voluntary service and au pairing. The migration situation, the 
emergency relocation mechanism and Common list of safe 
countries of origin were also discussed.  

See the full outcome of the Council meeting here. 

*** 

End of Luxembourg Presidency 
On Monday 21 December, Étienne Schneider, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Internal Security, Jean Asselborn, 
Minister of Migration and Asylum and Felix Braz, Minister of 
Justice will present the Conclusions of the Luxembourg 
Presidency of the European Union in the area of Justice and 
Home Affairs. 

*** 

Priorities of the Netherlands Presidency 
During the 11 January 2016 LIBE meeting the Ministers of Justice 
and Home Affairs will present to the Members the priorities of the 
Dutch Presidency in the field of competence of the committee. 

*** 

European Council on 17-18 December 
Control of the EU's external borders and migration were among 
the agenda of the last European Council of the year, held last 
week. The conclusions can be found here.  

European Council's and Council of the 
EU's activities in the field of JHA 

 

http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2015-surveillance-intelligence-services_en.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2015/workshop-developing-toolbox-communication-strategies
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2015/11/st14382_en15_pdf(1)/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2015/12/st14937_en15_pdf/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/12/18-euco-conclusions/
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Borders package 

On the 15 December the European Commission adopted its 
"Borders Package". This package consists of a series of legislative 
proposals aimed mainly at strengthening external border control 
and a series of Communications. 

The key proposal among the legislative proposals is the proposed 
Regulation on the European Border and Coast Guard (+ 
annex).The proposed regulation lays down the general principles 
of European integrated border management. It establishes a 
European Border and Coast Guard and a European Border and 
Coast Guard Agency built from Frontex. The objective is to 
provide for a more integrated management of the EU’s external 
borders, inter alia by providing the European Border and Coast 
Guard Agency with more competences in the fields of external 
border management and return than Frontex currently has.  

This proposal is complemented by proposals to amend the legal 
bases of the European Maritime Safety Agency and the 
Community Fisheries Control Agency. 

 

Further legislative proposals are: 

 European travel document for the return of illegally staying 
third-country nationals 

 Movement of persons across borders (Schengen Borders Code) 

 EUROSUR Handbook 

 Temporary suspension of Sweden’s obligations under the EU 
relocation mechanism 

 Voluntary humanitarian admission scheme with Turkey. 

Among the non-legislative communications are:  

 8
th 

biannual report on the functioning of the Schengen area 

 Hotspots in Greece (+ annex) 

 Hotspots in Italy 

 Report on the follow-up to the Leaders’ Meeting on refugee 
flows along the Western Balkans Route (+ annex). 

*** 

Directives on Firearms and Terrorism  

On 18 November the European Commission adopted a package 
of measures on firearms in the European Union. The proposals 
presented were already envisaged in the European Security 
Agenda adopted in April 2015 and include a revision of the 
Firearms Directive, an Implementing Regulation on common 
minimum standards for deactivation of firearms and an action 
plan against the illegal trafficking of weapons and explosives. 
 

On 2 December the European Commission presented a proposal 
for a new Directive on combating terrorism. The Directive 
provides for common definitions of terrorist offences ensuring a 
common response to the phenomenon of foreign terrorist 
fighters. The new Directive overhauls the EU's existing legal 
framework on the criminalisation of offences linked to terrorist 
activities. It implements into EU law international obligations, 
such as the provisions of the UN Security Council Resolution 
2178(2014) on Foreign Terrorist Fighters, the recently adopted 
Additional Protocol to the Council of Europe Convention on the 
Prevention of terrorism and the Financial Action Task Force 
Recommendations on terrorist financing. 

New report on sexual abuse of children 

On 7 December the Council of Europe (CoE) presented the first 
report on how European states are protecting children against 
sexual abuse in the circle of trust. An Addendum to the report 
provides information on individual countries. 

The report covering 26 European countries was prepared by an 
expert Lanzarote Committee bringing together all countries that 
have ratified the CoE’s Convention on Protection of Children against 
Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote Convention). 

The report recommends reviewing national legislation to protect 
all children, no matter if they are below or above the age for 
engaging in sexual activities, and even when the perpetrator 
does not use coercion, force or threat. 

The Lanzarote Committee Chair said it was crucial to make sure 
that criminal proceedings in cases of sexual abuse are child-
friendly, notably to avoid inappropriate and repetitive 
interviewing. The states should make every effort to avoid the 
need for child victims to be physically present during the 
proceedings. The report highlighted positive examples of 

Children’s Houses and similar set-ups in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Denmark and Iceland.  

The LIBE Committee will soon start working on an own-initiative 
report on the implementation of the implementation of Directive 
2011/93/EU on combating the sexual abuse and sexual 
exploitation of children and child pornography, the rapporteur is 
Monika Hohlmeier. 

 

 News from the US Congress 
Congress is discussing on the modification of the Visa Waiver 
Programme. Members of the US Congress have expressed 
concern that the existing Visa Waiver Programme which provides 
for visa free travel to the US for the citizens of the majority of EU 
Member States may provide for facilitated access into the US of 
foreign fighters returning from Syria or Iraq or by radicalised EU 
citizens. Various bills have been introduced and on 9 December a 
modified version of so called H.R. 158 was adopted. The 
delegation of the EU to the US has voiced concerns about the 
impact. For more information see here and here. 

Latest Commission activities in the field of JHA 

 News from the Council of Europe 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/regulation_on_the_european_border_and_coast_guard_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/regulation_on_the_european_border_and_coast_guard_annex_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/proposal_on_amendment_emsa_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/proposal_on_amendment_efca_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/european_travel_document_for_the_return_of_illegally_staying_third-country_nationals_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/proposal_on_the_schengen_borders_code_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/eurosur_handbook_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/proposal_establishing_provisional_measures_in_the_area_of_international_protection_for_the_benefit_of_sweden_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/commission_recommendation_for_a_voluntary_humanitarian_admission_scheme_with_turkey_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/e-library/documents/policies/borders-and-visas/schengen/docs/eighth_biannual_report_on_the_functioning_of_the_schengen_area_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/communication_-_progress_report_on_the_implementation_of_the_hotspots_in_greece_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/communication_-_progress_report_on_the_implementation_of_the_hotspots_in_greece_annex_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/communication_-_progress_report_on_the_implementation_of_the_hotspots_in_italy_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/report_western_balkans_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/report_western_balkans_annex_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-6110_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-6110_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-6218_en.htm
http://anws.co/bdA7b/%7b18f9ff14-b311-4491-be38-77b842329a25%7d
http://anws.co/bdA7b/%7b18f9ff14-b311-4491-be38-77b842329a25%7d
http://anws.co/bdA7c/%7b18f9ff14-b311-4491-be38-77b842329a25%7d
http://anws.co/bdA7d/%7b18f9ff14-b311-4491-be38-77b842329a25%7d
http://www.euintheus.org/press-media/the-hill-what-the-visa-waiver-program-means-to-europe/
http://www.euintheus.org/press-media/house-moves-to-tighten-visa-security/
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Q: Why did you choose to become a 
member of the LIBE Committee?  

Asylum and migration is the core-business of 
my party, the Freedom Party (PVV) from the 
Netherlands, and of the Europe of Nations 
and Freedoms group. Our voters are the ones 
that suffer the most with the EU’s open-
border policy. That’s why it is very important 

for me to represent our constituents in this committee, which 
unfortunately is dominated by pro-migration parties. I am here to 
voice a different opinion and to represent the voters of the 
Freedom Party that want the Netherlands to stop the mass-
immigration and to close our borders. 
 

Q: You are also an active Member of the FEMM and TRAN 
Committees. How do you share your time between these, and 
what interactions do you see in your work? 

When I have the opportunity to attend the FEMM and TRAN 
committee I am there, however, since LIBE and FEMM/TRAN 
often have the same timeslots for the meetings, it is impossible 
to be at 2 or even 3 places at the same time.  

I do see a big connection between FEMM and LIBE committee. 
Women’s rights are under a huge strain and there is a direct 
correlation between immigration from Muslim countries and the 
deterioration of the situation of women’s rights. Unfortunately 
the colleagues in the FEMM committee refuse to debate the role 
the Islam plays in the position of women nowadays. 
 

Q: In your opinion, what are the main challenges that the 
Union is facing in the field of Justice and Civil Liberties? 

I think the main challenge is for the peoples of Europe. The 
challenge of the coming years will be for the peoples of Europe to 
free themselves from the suffocating chokehold their countries 
are in at the moment. In the field of Civil Liberties this means that 
countries put a stop to the mass-immigration caused by Merkel’s 
open invitation and the unwillingness of the European elite to 
stop this invasion and protect the peoples of Europe.  

The EU is hopping from one crisis to the other. First it was the 
eurocrisis, now it is the asylumcrisis and if there is something that 
has been proven it is the fact that the EU elite has shown to be 
completely incompetent to deal with either of these crises. In 
fact, they make things worse. While the EU’s external borders are 
being flooded with hundreds of thousands of illegal migrants 
each month, the only thing that most MEP’s seem to bring 
forward is more legal ways to get into the EU. As if the current 
amount of people arriving is not enough! Completely 
irresponsible. There are terrorists traveling along with migrants 
and once inside Schengen, they can move around freely, including 
their pipe-bombs and Kalashnikovs. Terrorists enter the EU, 
butcher scores of people in Paris and still the elite keeps repeating 
the mantra the Islamic State has nothing to do with Islam. This lack 

of knowledge and defiance of the facts is very dangerous. In order 
to protect European values like freedom of speech and equality of 
men and women, we need to look to the nation states, the EU is 
not the way. It has proven that time and again. 

The PVV wants for The Netherlands to close its own borders. We 
want to leave the EU, for this is the only way to defend our values 
and freedoms. We need to stop this mass-migration and the 
islamisation of Europe. 
 

Q: Half of the Members of the LIBE Committee were elected in 
2014. Do you see in your working relationship with colleagues 
a difference between "veterans" and "newer" Members?  

Yes, there is a clear difference. The old Members are still part of 
the EU’s establishment and they have over the years completely 
lost touch with the people that once voted for them. There is a 
new wind blowing in the EU. The European peoples are done 
with dictates coming from Brussels. The old Members haven’t 
seemed to get this yet. 
 

Q: What is the part of your work as LIBE Coordinator that you 
enjoy the most? Is there something that you like less about 
being a Coordinator?  

I am just flabbergasted at the amount of nonsense that passes 
during the coordinators meetings. MEP’s storming out of the 
meeting if they lose a vote, people bickering over the amount of 
points to pay for opinions and endless discussions over hearings 
and studies that no one ever pays any attention to. If it wasn’t so 
sad at times, I guess I would laugh.  But since we have formed the 
ENF group it is good that we have someone at these meetings, to 
see what everybody’s up to. 
 

On a more personal note: 

Q: Do your obligations as MEP and LIBE Coordinator leave you 
some free time for reading? What book would we find on your 
bedside table these days?  

I love to read. At this moment I am reading ‘The Girl in the 
Spider’s web’ written by David Lagercrantz. 
 

Q: Have you got the time to enjoy the city of Brussels from 
time to time? Would you share with us your favourite corner of 
the town or something you like to do when you are here? 

Unfortunately I haven’t had the opportunity to spend much time 
outside the EP and go into the city to do some sightseeing. But next 
year there will be the Brussels marathon again and then I hope that I 
can find the time to participate. I think that’s also a nice way to get to 
see some parts of the city you would normally not see.  

*** 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this article are the author's 
own and do not necessarily reflect the view of the LIBE Committee 
as a whole.  

A chat with... 

Vicky Maeijer, ENF Coordinator 
 

In this issue we close our round of talks with LIBE Coordinators with Vicky Maeijer (ENF, NL). Ms Maeijer has been a Member of 
LIBE since she was elected in 2014. After the formation of the Europe of the Nations and Freedom group in the European 
Parliament in June 2015, she became the coordinator for her political group in LIBE. 
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