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CONFEDERATION OF DANISH INDUSTRY  
 

 
 
Mrs Annette Dragsdahl 

Senior Adviser, Confederation of Danish Industry 

 

Annette has practical experience in exports and manufacturing from Danish and 
international companies and business organisations between 1975 and 1996.  

Assistant to the Secretary General of UNICE from 1996 - 1998, promoting the 
interests of European industry.  

Since 1998, Senior Adviser at the Confederation of Danish Industry/DI responsible 
for Internal Market policies, and in particular technical framework conditions, 
including technical product safety regulation, standardisation and conformity 
assessment. Furthermore she deals with technical barriers to trade globally. Annette 
has followed the creation of the Services Directive since the very first discussions up 
till now.  

During the years, Annette has carried out several studies among members 
concerning the functioning of the Internal Market, recently in 2015. 

DI is the biggest Danish business organisation, representing 10,000 companies 
covering a wide spectrum of industry, trade and services. DI is a member of 
Orgalime and BUSINESSEUROPE, where Annette participates in several working 
groups as well as the policy committee on the internal market. 

For eight years – until the end of 2015 - Annette was member of the Technical 
Safety Council of the Danish Safety Technology Authority and Chair of the Danish 
Metrology Committee under the same Authority. Furthermore, since 2007 she is the 
Chairwoman of the Standardisation Policy Forum of the Danish Standards 
Association. 



UEAPME 
 
 

 
 
 
Mr Peter Faross,  
UEAPME Secretary General  
 
 
Peter Faross was appointed as UEAPME Secretary General by the General Assembly 
on 29 November 2013, to take office as from January 2014. He studied law and 
political science and worked for the European Commission for about 30 years. 
 
In 1991, he was promoted Head of Sector (Energy and Environment) before 
becoming Head of Unit in 1993 responsible for the "Functioning of the Internal 
Market". 
 
 Subsequent posts until 2008 as Head of Unit included the areas on "General Policy", 
"General policy and inter-institutional relations", "Economic regulation in air 
transport", "Services of general economic interest, users’ rights and infringements". 
 
 Since 2008, Mr Faross was Director of the "Nuclear Safety and Fuel Cycle" 
Directorate in Luxemburg and acting Deputy Director General for "Nuclear Energy" 
since 2010. 



EUROCOMMERCE  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mr Ilya Bruggeman 

Adviser Internal Market, EuroCommerce  

 

Ilya started his career in 2006 working for Public Matters, a well-known and leading 

public affairs firm in the Netherlands. After one year at Public Matters, he moved to 

Detailhandel Nederland, the Dutch retail federation, where he worked in a number of 

different positions. He played a pivotal role in negotiations between the retail and 

Dutch banking sector, and the implementation of the Single European Payments Area 

(SEPA) in the Netherlands. In 2010, he received his Master’s degree in Public 

Administration from Leiden University on how and when the Dutch Parliament 

influences European decision-making. Since 2013, he has been working at 

EuroCommerce, the European voice for retail and wholesale, as Adviser on Internal 

Market issues. 

 



BEUC  
 

 
 
 
Mrs Ursula Pachl,  
Deputy Director General 
 
Ms. Pachl has been with BEUC since October 1997, first as Legal Advisor, then as 
Senior Policy Advisor and presently as Deputy Director General. 

BEUC represents 41 independent national consumer associations from 31 European 
countries. The primary task of BEUC is to act as a strong consumer voice in Brussels 
and to try to ensure that consumer interests are given their proper weight in the 
development of all Community policies. Apart from deputising for the Director 
General, Ms. Pachl is leading BEUC’s work on the consumer legislation acquis and is 
responsible for horizontal and strategic policy issues. 

Prior to working for BEUC, Ms. Pachl worked at the Austrian Federal Ministry of 
Health and Consumer Protection in Vienna and at the Austrian Consumer Information 
Association as a member of the Consumer Advisory Board. 

Ms. Pachl is the author of several articles in consumer policy and law journals. 



ORGALIME 
 
 

 
 
 
Mr Adrian Harris 

Orgalime Director General   

 

Adrian Harris is the Director General of Orgalime, the European Engineering 

Industries Association, speaks for 43 trade federations representing some 130,000 

companies in the mechanical, electrical, electronic, metalworking & metal articles 

industries of 24 European countries. The industry employs some 10.3 million people 

in the EU and in 2014 accounted for more than €1,825 billion of annual output. The 

industry accounts for over a quarter of manufacturing output and a third of the 

manufactured exports of the European Union. 

Before joining Orgalime in 1996, Adrian Harris worked for 20 years for a number of 

general contractors for the construction of complete plants, essentially in the agro-

industrial and beverage area.   

Adrian Harris was born in 1952 and graduated with an M.A. in languages from Jesus 

College, Oxford University and an MBA (finance) from the University of Leuven. 

Orgalime is a member of the Alliance for a Competitive European Industry (ACEI), of 

which Adrian Harris was Chairman (2012-2013) and at present he is a Board member 

of the Federation of European and International Associations established in Belgium 

(FAIB).   



FEDERATION OF SMALL BUSINESSES (FSB)  
 

 
 
 
 
Mrs Sietske de Groot 
Senior Policy Advisor EU and International Affairs 
Federation of Small Businesses 
 
Sietske is the FSB’s lead on EU and International Affairs in Brussels and Westminster 
since 2009. She has been working on the European (Digital) Single Market, Trans-
Atlantic Trade, and Finance. She has previously worked in Brussels, the Netherlands 
and the UK as a European Affairs specialist, covering issues ranging from aviation to 
local and regional government. Sietske has MAs in French and Political Science from 
the University of Amsterdam/Sorbonne, and the Free University of Amsterdam 
respectively.  
 
 



Confederation Lewiatan  
 

 
 
 
Dr ANNA KWIATKIEWICZ,  
Head of the Brussels Office of Lewiatan 
 
Since October 2013 Anna Kwiatkiewicz runs Confederation Lewiatan Brussels Office 
and acts as Permanent Delegate to BUSINESSEUROPE; she also sits at the Governing 
Board of Eurofound. Prior to this assignment Anna spent the 2013-2014 academic 
year working as Research Associate at the Sociology of Labour Department at K.U. 
Leuven in Belgium - she was involved in comparative study on flexicurity practices in 
MNCs. Between 2004 and 2012 Anna worked at the Polish branch of the French-
based company BPI Group; since 2009 as Director of the Employment and Social 
Affairs Department. With her team she was conducting research related to labour 
market, continuing vocational training, HRM practices and social dialogue. She was 
also involved in HRM-related projects for commercial clients. Anna used to combine 
her consulting job with academic career: between 1999 and 2011 she was a member 
of academic staff at the Warsaw School of Economics (SGH). 
 
Anna is author of many reports and analysis for the European Commission, the 
European Parliament, the European Social Partners organizations 
(BUSINESSEUROPE, ETUC, CEEP and UEAPME) and the ILO. She still lectures at the 
Warsaw School of Economics (Postgraduate Human Resources Management course) 
and is a frequent conference speaker.   
 



ETUC 
 

 
 
Mrs Esther Lynch,  
Confederal Secretary   
 
Irish/English born in 1963  

Esther Lynch was elected as ETUC Confederal Secretary at the Paris Congress in 
2015. She has extensive experience of the trade union movement both in Ireland 
and at European and international level. Before joining the ETUC, she was the 
legislation and social affairs officer of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU).  

She represented the ICTU on the Board of the Health and Safety Authority of 
Ireland, the European Commission’s advisory committee on the free movement of 
workers and in the ILO as well as on ETUC committees and working groups. She is a 
member of the International Centre for Trade Union Rights.  

Esther started her trade union career in the 1980s when she was elected as a shop 
steward. She was political adviser to the Irish Minister for Social Affairs (now Deputy 
Prime Minister) Joan Burton before moving to the ICTU in 1993.  

She holds a degree in management and law from Dublin Institute of Technology, and 
lectures in law at the National University of Ireland in Maynooth.  

Actively engaged in arts and media, Esther is completing a Master’s degree in Media 
focussing on social media in trade union campaigns.  



 
DG GROW  

 

 
 
 
 
Mr Jürgen Tiedje,  
Head of Unit, Services Policy for Consumers 
 
Jürgen Tiedje, is a lawyer by profession and of German nationality and has worked 
within the European Commission since 1992.  

He worked as a judge in Germany from 1989 to 1992. 

He started his career with the European Commission in 1992 and worked in different 
Commission departments in DG Agriculture, DG Internal Market and Services and 
since 2014 in the newly created DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and 
SMEs. He spent his career working on services, professional qualifications, capital 
markets, accounting, as well as policy on statutory audit and audit firms.  

He has been appointed Head of Unit in the Commission in 2004. 

Since October 2013, he is heading the unit "Service Policy for Consumers" which is in 
particular in charge of the horizontal aspects of the Services Directive from 2006 and 
the monitoring of services markets. The unit is in charge of following up on various 
initiatives under the Single Market Strategy, such as geo-blocking and the services 
passport. 



THE NETHERLANDS COUNCIL PRESIDENCY 

 

 
 
 
 
Mr Tjade Stroband,  
Counsellor Economic Affairs 
 
Tjade Stroband has achieved a Masters in Science, Business Economics and 
specialisation in industrial organisation from the University of Amsterdam. 
Mr Stroband worked as a senior policy advisor for the Competition and Consumer 
Policy Department of the Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs, where he provided 
economic, legal and political advice to the Minister and State Secretary.  
 
In 2012, Mr Stroband was appointed to his current role at the Permanent 
Representation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the EU, working on a number 
of issues ranging from the single market for goods and services, public procurement 
and professional qualifications, to competition, state aid and industrial property. 
During the Netherlands Presidency of the Council, Mr Stroband will chair the 
Competitiveness and Growth: Internal Market Working Party. 


