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Purpose of Technical Measures 

 Protection for vulnerable species/age groups/ areas 

 Improve the pattern of exploitation  



Not…… 

 To control fishing mortality 



Selectivity ….how? 

 Define legal gears in legislation 

 Prohibit the rest 



Simple in concept but ……. 

 Experience in the North Sea and Western waters 

 Complex 

 Difficult 

 Often afflicted by unintended consequences 



Rational economic behaviour 

 prevent loss of marketable catch 

 Externalise costs > discards 



Mesh size increase 

 Diamond twine 



Thicker twine 



More rigid twine 



Square mesh 



Regulation and economic 

behaviour 

 Mesh size increase > Thicker twine 

 Max twine thickness > More rigid twine 

 Lifting/bag/cover 

 Derogations/ exemptions 

 Square mesh > position of panels controversial  

 Frustration > days-at-sea limits > Reduced selectivity 

 



Overall reduction in selectivity 

 Conflict between incompatible regulations 

 Effort control gear categories incentivised a reduction in selectivity 



Lessons 

 One-size-fits-all is a recipe for failure 

 A failure to integrate economic as well as biological thinking into 
policy  

 Over-reliance on prescriptive micro-management 

 The mind-set in the wheelhouse is critical 

 Mind-set-is largely driven by economic behaviour 



Rethink 

 Regionalisation 

 Decisions closer to the fishery 

 Tailored measures 

 Less need for compromise 

 Dialogue with those whose activities are being regulated 

 Compliance 



Landings Obligation 

 A paradigm shift 

 All regulated species must be landed 

 Many problems with implementing a landing obligation - chokes 

 A strong incentive to reduce unwanted catch  

 Unwanted catch must be landed and will count against quota 



A rational economic response at 

vessel level: 

  

Gear selectivity  

Avoidance strategies 

 

 

 

But different vessels, different fisheries, will have different strategies 

depending on size of vessel, quota availability and mix of species in the 
catch 

 

 

 

 



Landings Obligation 

 There should be only limited need for prescriptive, top down rules on 

gear configurations 

 Cost of unwanted catch is internalised 

 The best place for decisions on the gear in use aboard a fishing 

vessel is in the wheelhouse of that vessel 



Where to make decisions? 

 

 EU level through co-decision? 

 Regional level through delegated act? 

 Wheelhouse of individual vessels? 

 



New technical Conservation 

Framework Regulation 

 Compatible with the landings Obligation 

 Foresees a greater role for regionalisation 

 A shift from micromanagement to results/outcomes 



Replacing 850/98 

 Catch composition rules have generated discards 

 Complexity: this was the last concerted attempt to apply a one-size-
fits -all philosophy 

 Conflicted with effort regime (average mesh size in the North Sea 

actually decreased after the increase from 90mm to 120mm, as 

vessels shifted gear groups) 

 Micromanagement at this scale given the diversity of the fleets 

involved is not realistic 

 Generated unintended and perverse consequences  



General Rule 

 

 

 

 

 In technical conservation the closer the decision is made to the 

vessel the better  

 Coherence 

 Compliance 

 



Strange Message 

 Less is More 

  This is a framework regulation that should not be weighted down 
with detail 

 The history of the CFP teaches us that European level legislation is 

exactly not the place to make detailed technical conservation 

rules. 

 A minimalist approach by the European institutions is required 

 To let the LO and decentralised decision-making play its part 



We require a framework of rules 

  fit for purpose 

 flexible 

  adaptable  

  customised to the realities of different fleets, species mixes and 

fishing operations. 



Institutional framework  

 To deliver tailored measures 

 Respond to change 

 Understand the economic as well as biological impact 



Thank you 


