
Chair

Anders Wijkman, MEP
Rapporteur on the regulation on poverty diseases and the Global Fund

&
Dr Lieve Fransen 

Head of the Human and Social Development Unit at the Directorate-General for
Development of the European Commission

Board Member in the Global Fund
 

invite you to a Joint Roundtable 

The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis & Malaria

November 5,  2002 from 3.30 till 6.00 pm.
European Parliament, room PHS 6B54, Brussels

AGENDA:

3.30 PM: Opening statements by the chairs: Mr Anders Wijkman and
Dr. Lieve Fransen

4.00 PM: Intervention by Dr. Richard Feachem, Executive Director of the
Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria

4.30 PM: Comments, discussion and debate among the round table
participants

6.00 PM: Conclusions and recommendations

6.15 PM: Press conference (room to be confirmed)



Background

The world is alarmed about the global spread of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and
malaria. This situation has created a global crisis that requires an urgent global
response. An adequate response will require substantial additional effort from
developed and developing country governments, multilateral agencies, the
private, voluntary, traditional, and academic sectors, researchers, and private
foundations. 
A growing recognition of the extent and impact of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and
malaria has prompted calls for a new, global public-private partnership leading to
strengthened cooperation, increased coordination, and greater investments aimed
at these three diseases, with an overall goal of improving health outcomes. 

• In July 2000, G8 summit leaders in Okinawa endorsed the International
Development targets for HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. 

• In September 2000, the European Commission outlined a new policy
framework for tackling the three diseases. 

• February 2001, adoption of the Programme for Action on HIV/AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria.

• In April 2001, the U.N. Secretary General issued a call to action for the
creation of a Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS. 

• Also in April 2001, African leaders at the summit of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) in Abuja, Nigeria endorsed the need for greater efforts
to fight HIV/AIDS on the continent, and committed their leadership to the
cause. 

• Declarations and financial commitments issued prior to, during, and after
the groundbreaking UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS in
June 2001 and at the G8 Summit in Genoa in July 2001 further increased
the sense of urgency. 

Finally, good health is fundamental to economic growth and poverty reduction
and vice versa. One fifth of the world's population - 1.2 billion people - survives
on less than $1 a day. This magnitude of poverty is accompanied by the spread of
instability, conflict, population displacements, environmental degradation, and
disease. The health crisis faced by the developing world created by the unchecked
spread of HIV/AIDS, TB, and malaria threatens to reverse the hard won
development gains of the last 50 years. The recent momentum of high-level
political engagement, and a consensus that business as usual will not suffice,
provides the world an unprecedented opportunity to bolster efforts and create a
new global partnership that encourages more efficient ways of working.

For further information, please contact:
Mrs María Caus, Secretariat of  the Committee on Development and Cooperation (European
Parliament)
Rue Wiertz ASP G5 315
1047 Brussels
tel. +32.2.284.45.48
fax.+32.2.284.90.67
mcaus@europarl.eu.int

More: information:  http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/development/sector/social/health_en.htm
http://www.globalfundatm.org
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