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Introduction a 
 
Something about the European Union appears in the newspapers almost every day. 
Whether the issue is rescuing banks, economic policy, immigration, pensions, food 
security, energy, or whether or not to take action in trouble spots just beyond 
Europe's borders, as in Ukraine, for example, the European Union has a role to play. 
Since the European Union is so relevant to people's daily lives, the European 
Parliament Information Office in the Netherlands has devised the European 
Parliament Ambassador Schools (EPAS) educational programme. 
 
This programme is intended to boost young people's awareness of Europe by getting 
them to learn about Europe in an active way. The programme started up in 2011, and 
today involves more than 60 secondary schools in the Netherlands. The EPAS 
programme informs pupils about the European Union and about the European 
Parliament's democratic decision-making powers in particular. The publication of 
teaching modules is part of the EPAS programme and is geared towards secondary 
schools. These teaching modules help pupils and teachers discover the role that the 
EU plays in their everyday lives. In addition to disseminating knowledge through 
these teaching modules, participating schools can be certified as European 
Parliament Ambassador Schools, if they meet the conditions set out in this guide. 
 
I hope that this initiative will show teachers and pupils that Europe is their Europe, 
and that they can have a real say in the direction taken by the European Union. 
You can register for this project at 37TUemail U37Toffice address  
 

mailto:epdenhaag@ep.europa.eu
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Accreditation conditions:  
European Parliament Ambassador Schools (EPAS) 
 
Europe is ever closer to us, with around 50% of the Netherlands' legislation coming 
from Europe. The European Parliament has a very important role in this process, 
which concerns us all. The fact that EU Member States have to comply with the 
Lisbon Treaty has strengthened and expanded the European Parliament's legislative 
powers. The leader of the largest European party is the President of the European 
Commission, the EU’s executive body. 
 
The European Parliament Ambassador Schools programme is intended to provide a 
clear picture of Europe's influence on all of us and on young people in particular. 
We use specially designed secondary education teaching modules to try, in an 
attractive and interactive way, to raise young people's awareness of Europe’s 
influence on their daily lives. The aim is to give a more solid grounding to the 
understanding of the European Union in schools - to involve students in Europe in a 
fun and practical way. 
 
What do we expect from participation by you and your school? 
As a teacher, you are the Senior European Parliament Ambassador in your school. 
You will appoint a few enthusiastic pupils as Junior European Parliament 
Ambassadors - between 5 and 10 juniors - depending on the size of the school. 
Together with them, you will set up an EU info-point in the school. This is an 
information and activity point dedicated to Europe and the European institutions 
(such as brochures, Internet links and information material). Each year, together with 
the pupils, you will organise Europe-related activities as part of “Europe day” and 
you will also get them involved in your school's international projects. You may 
extend these activities, where appropriate, to include the parents/carers of 
participating pupils or teaching support staff. Such individuals may take on the role 
of Senior Ambassador. You can also organise a visit to the European Parliament in 
order to take the programme even further! 
 
Schools wishing to participate in the programme will appoint at least one Senior 
European Parliament Ambassador, who will receive training in how this programme 
should be followed and how to meet its objectives. The introductory day in The 
Hague will take you through the following:  teaching modules and content, the 
selection and recruitment of pupils, Europe-related activities, certification, the 
programme's place in the curriculum and additional background information that will 
be needed.  
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We expect the teachers taking part to be appropriately prepared, by having read the 
attached information material on the origins of the EU and the subsequent treaties. 
An understanding of the European Parliament's greater decision-making powers is 
also particularly important for teaching the modules. Senior Ambassadors will also be 
given access to the dropbox, which contains the digital interactive teaching modules 
and comprehensive suggestions for lesson plans and further work. We expect 
accredited schools to share their best practices through the dropbox. 
c 
Our office organises an annual get-together in The Hague for all participating schools, 
where new Senior European Parliament Ambassadors receive their training 
certificates. All senior ambassadors are also briefed on the latest EU developments, 
and there is opportunity for speed-dating between the various schools.  
 
If all conditions are met, the school may be officially designated a “European 
Parliament Ambassador School” and is certified as such. This includes a plaque that 
can be displayed in a prominent place on the school premises. The award of the 
plaque and the designation are reviewed annually. 
 
Some of the pupils will also have a role to play; they may, after having followed the 
teaching modules and training by the Senior European Parliament Ambassador, 
share the knowledge they have acquired with the other pupils in their year-group or 
class. How they do this is up to them! They will also subsequently be certified by the 
European Parliament as Junior European Parliament Ambassadors and the school 
may compensate these pupils for their European and voluntary contribution with, for 
example, credits for coursework, practical tasks or for a placement in a non-profit 
organisation. 
 
We wish you good luck! 
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Competences for pupils: 
 
Module 1 
• Pupils are able to make a link between the end of the Second World War and the 

creation of the EU. 
• Pupils know which countries are members of the EU. 
• Pupils know that policy areas such as agriculture, the economy and transport 

form the basis of European cooperation. 
• Pupils must be able to give examples of the EU's fundamental values, such as 

“United in diversity”. 
 

Module 2 
• Pupils understand the day-to-day impact Europe has on them. 
• Pupils know why issues are dealt with at the national and European levels and 

therefore have an understanding of what is known as the subsidiarity principle. 
• Pupils must be able to name at least three EU policies areas and give examples. 
• Pupils must demonstrate that they understand the importance of a common 

currency - the euro. 
• Pupils must show familiarity with different websites on Europe. 
 
Module 3 
• Pupils know which institution holds the initiative for putting forward a European 

legislative proposal. 
• Pupils know and understand which two bodies adopt legislative acts. 
• Pupils have an understanding of the overall configuration of the European 

Parliament  
• and of the Dutch representation in particular. 
•  
 
Module 4 
• Pupils understand the origins of European cooperation in the fields of the 

environment, terrorism, energy and the fight against drugs. 
• Pupils understand the concept of European citizenship in relation to his or her 

own identity and nationality. 
• Pupils are able to understand his/her ‘Europe’ in various fields and to express this 

verbally. 
• Pupils have an understanding of the representation of Dutch parties within the 
• European political groups 
f 
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Module 5 
• Pupils understand the distinction and inter-relation between standards and 

values and can set these in a European context. 
• Pupils can name three European values and can explain the importance of these 

values to European society. 
• Pupils know why “human rights” is a value that features high on the European 

agenda. 
 
Module 6 
• Pupils are aware that the right to vote in general and the right to vote in 

European elections in particular are democratic rights. 
• Pupils are aware that their vote can make a difference to the Europe of 

tomorrow. 
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Work suggestions for teachers and pupils: 
 
Module 1 
• Invite a guest speaker, for example a grandfather or grandmother who lived 

through the war, and get the pupils to prepare a number of questions. 
• A group discussion on peace, which for pupils is a vague concept. The aim of this 

discussion is to help pupils see that peace should never be taken for granted. Are 
there any pupils at school who come from a war zone and who would be willing 
to talk about it? 

• Get pupils to look for peace songs on YouTube, in both Dutch and English. If 
pupils' first language is not Dutch, get them to find a song on peace in their 
mother tongue. 

• Come up with ideas for celebrating Europe Day at school. Who would be invited? 
Would it be possible to do things jointly with the municipality, associations or 
other schools? 

• On the sheet attached to page 3, pupils can look for a picture of the product and 
then the name of the product in the language of the country concerned. 

• On the sheet attached to page 7, find the images of the relevant flags and stick 
them on the map. 

 
Module 2 
• Get the pupils to look on the Internet for clothing or consumer products made 

from recycled materials and have them make a collage of the images. 
• Food products have labels detailing their ingredients and nutritional value. Take 

the labels from a number of food products and compare them. What do we see? 
• What are the differences between organic and intensive farming? 
• Ask pupils to go to www.europaomdehoek.nl and look for a nearby project. Get 

pupils to describe the project in their own words. 
• Go to www.europa-nu.nl and find the most topical European issues, with 

explanations. Choose one which pupils will recognise, such as the debt crisis. 
 
Module 3 
• Get pupils to look on www.europa-nu.nl for information on the Lisbon Treaty and 

try to work out why this treaty is so important for the role of the European 
Parliament. (The European Parliament was given many more decision-making 
powers). 

• The Lisbon Treaty is essential for a proper understanding of module 3. 
h 
 
 
Module 4 
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• One of the themes of this module is drug-related crime. You could invite guest 
speakers from organisations such as GGZ [the mental health care association] to 
give a lesson.  

• Get the students to look on the Internet for environmental organisations and get 
each group to choose an organisation and give a short presentation on it. 

• Linked to the task on page 28, in which pupils have to underline 5 values, a 
classroom review and discussion will take place. The review will clarify which five 
values the class will cover. A few pupils can try to find the European political 
parties that most closely reflect these values. 

 
Module 5 
• The fundamental values of Europe are: equality, freedom, solidarity, citizenship, 

democracy and justice. This module is particularly well-suited to a drama activity 
dealing with freedom, equal rights, language, culture, religion, etc. 

• Invite one or more young asylum seeker(s) as guest speakers or to act in a role-
play. 

• Get pupils to go through the school as if they were blind (i.e. blindfolded) or in a 
wheelchair and then get them to tell the class what the experience was like. 

• Get pupils to make a photomontage of the European values affecting their 
everyday lives. 

 
Module 6 
• Hold European elections for the year-group or for the whole school. This could 

also take place around Europe Day and parents could be invited to take part. 
Casting a vote gives Europe colour: a green Europe for a better environment, a 
red Europe for a social Europe with decent working conditions, a Europe for 
entrepreneurs, focussing on the economic benefits, etc. 

 
Final task 
• Compose a song/rap about Europe. 
• Hold a European market at school, with dishes from each EU country, on which 

you will also provide information. 
• Produce a presentation/play/poem/painting/photomontage/drawing on the 

theme of United in Diversity. 
• Organise a wide-ranging discussion afternoon/evening with pupils, parents, 

colleagues and municipal authorities, for example, on a topical European issue or 
on the school's stance on Europe and its international programme. 
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• Internet suggestionsP0F

1
P  for teachers and pupils  

 
Module 1: A short history of the European Union 
 
Videos: 
 

 
- History: Uniting behind the single market (03:01 mins.) 

in English, with Dutch subtitles 
Focus on Schengen and the free market. 
37TUhttp://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=f1899663-e582-4652-b6da-
e47b59cc6ff3U37T  
 

- History: Fathers of Europe (02:55 mins.) 
in all EU languages, with subtitles possible in all EU languages 
Coal and Steel Community, focus on Schuman. 
37Thttp://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=f6a3fb63-06b7-4651-bf43-
79f4ba3f415437T  
 

- The European Union Explained (05:50 mins.) 
in English 
The narrator speaks quickly, but gives a good explanation of how the EU works and 
what it does. 
37Thttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O37yJBFRrfg37T 
 

- A brief history of a continent: EU hostel (03:56 mins.) 
in English 
A short and straightforward explanation giving a general history of Europe and the 
origins of the EU. 
37Thttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTTaoWFWAJ437T   
 
 

- Eureka: Schuman 'Father of Europe' (03: 33 mins.) 
in French, with subtitles 
A clip focussing on Robert Schuman. 
37Thttp://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=ad5d6b86-4455-48b2-8620-
9f2100a3216337T  
 

- Eureka: The idea that led to the European Union (02: 02 MIN.) comments:  
in French, with subtitles 
37Thttp://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=320c5211-3e17-4617-8b05-
4a04741b81d237T  

                                                 
1 Remember: not all of the videos name all 28 Member States, but are nevertheless highly useful and relevant.  

http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=f1899663-e582-4652-b6da-e47b59cc6ff3
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=f1899663-e582-4652-b6da-e47b59cc6ff3
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=f6a3fb63-06b7-4651-bf43-79f4ba3f4154
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=f6a3fb63-06b7-4651-bf43-79f4ba3f4154
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O37yJBFRrfg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTTaoWFWAJ4
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=ad5d6b86-4455-48b2-8620-9f2100a32163
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=ad5d6b86-4455-48b2-8620-9f2100a32163
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=320c5211-3e17-4617-8b05-4a04741b81d2
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=320c5211-3e17-4617-8b05-4a04741b81d2
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- Eureka: Building the European Union (03:25 mins.) 

in French, with subtitles 
50 years of history 
37Thttp://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=7304aa26-6fcc-471b-bdf5-
abc0c20ae10f37T  

 
- The EU institutions explained 

in German 
 37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjqUBM7pGHE37T 

 
- How the EU works! " 

in German 
37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKvXuya_0cA37T 

 
- How does the European Union work? 

in German 
37T https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvTa774ufZA37T 

 
- The EU's governance - the seven institutions 

in German 
37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SEyRg5tSxIg37T 

 
 
Other:  
 

- NeuroDyssee: Discover the European Union  
online game with questions on the EU's countries and key events. 
37Thttp://neurodyssee.org/2011/play_login.php37T   

 
 
Discussion: 

 
Are there any other issues which you think could be regulated more effectively at European 
level than by the Member States individually?  

http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=7304aa26-6fcc-471b-bdf5-abc0c20ae10f
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=7304aa26-6fcc-471b-bdf5-abc0c20ae10f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjqUBM7pGHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKvXuya_0cA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvTa774ufZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SEyRg5tSxIg
http://neurodyssee.org/2011/play_login.php
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Module 2: You and the European Union: "Influences on your life” 
 

Videos: 
 

- "What has Europe ever done for us?" (01:20 min.) 
in English 
Satirical short film on some of the benefits provided by the EU. 
37Thttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFyywfHbj3M37T   
 

- The EU experience (01: 00 min.) 
Europe's influence on people's daily lives. 
37Thttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-2EObxv5m437T  
 

- Erasmus: How can you work and study abroad? (04:58 min.) 
in French, with subtitles 
37Thttp://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=ef61783c-f5d5-4505-9162-
a24d00d13a9d37T  
 

- Young people and their questions about the EU 
in German 
37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PL-TDcm7pTw37T 

 
- Free movement on the EU Internal Market 

  in German 
37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VWuZlpYWiG837T 

 
- A common Europe through common education 

in German 
37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3oUVO0FSs2k37T 

 
- EU Agricultural policy 

in German 
37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfeVuNcVShY37T 

 
- Four drivers for Europe's economy 

in German 
37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgaFlYlCh5E37T 
 

 
 
Additional resources: 
 

- "Euro facts" 
in all EU languages  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFyywfHbj3M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-2EObxv5m4
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=ef61783c-f5d5-4505-9162-a24d00d13a9d
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=ef61783c-f5d5-4505-9162-a24d00d13a9d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PL-TDcm7pTw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VWuZlpYWiG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3oUVO0FSs2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfeVuNcVShY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgaFlYlCh5E
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A short film and website with games and information on the euro. 
37Thttp://www.ecb.europa.eu/euro/play/html/index.en.html37T   

 
 
Discussion: 
The EU provides EUR 3.5 billion to support food banks. Is poverty reduction Brussels' 
responsibility? 

http://www.ecb.europa.eu/euro/play/html/index.en.html
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 Module 3: Decision-making 
 

Videos:  
 

- How does the European Parliament work? (05:49 mins.) 
in English, with subtitles possible in all EU languages  
Focus on the European Parliament as an institution. 
37Thttp://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=d556059d-cd4b-40fa-84b6-
a3d300b52bde37T  
 

- Get the picture: European laws (01:37 min.) 
in all EU languages 
How European legislation is made 
37Thttp://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=5b05a32d-0744-4c0b-a356-
a14e00c9c23537T  
 

- Vying for influence: Parliament's political groups (01.33 mins.) 
in English, with subtitles 
Focus on the European Parliament and the decision-making process. 
37Thttp://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=81f309d8-91e6-49de-b600-
a29600c581bf37T  
  

- A-Z: I for Institutional Triangle (03:02 min.) 
in French, with subtitles 
Explanation of the EU's triangular institutional management set-up. 
37Thttp://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=61a6781e-1e6c-4e36-a9b3-
9f1600a1deb837T  
 

- The building blocks of the European Parliament (03:14 mins.) 
in French, with subtitles 
Focus on the European Parliament and how it works. 
37Thttp://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=44719fb0-6c0d-460e-b36c-
a29800ced4e937T  
 

- How it works: European Council Summits (03:18 mins.) 
in French, with subtitles 
Focus on the European Council. 
37Thttp://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=34c0fc77-2e71-45b2-be68-
a249012634a837T  
 

- "A-Z: C for Council of Ministers" (03:15 min.) 
in French, with subtitles 
Focus on the Council of Ministers and how it works. 

http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=d556059d-cd4b-40fa-84b6-a3d300b52bde
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=d556059d-cd4b-40fa-84b6-a3d300b52bde
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=5b05a32d-0744-4c0b-a356-a14e00c9c235
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=5b05a32d-0744-4c0b-a356-a14e00c9c235
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=81f309d8-91e6-49de-b600-a29600c581bf
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=81f309d8-91e6-49de-b600-a29600c581bf
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=61a6781e-1e6c-4e36-a9b3-9f1600a1deb8
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=61a6781e-1e6c-4e36-a9b3-9f1600a1deb8
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=44719fb0-6c0d-460e-b36c-a29800ced4e9
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=44719fb0-6c0d-460e-b36c-a29800ced4e9
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=34c0fc77-2e71-45b2-be68-a249012634a8
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=34c0fc77-2e71-45b2-be68-a249012634a8
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37Thttp://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=b1031601-d73b-4255-a1ac-
e82f42ed1ce137T  

 
 

- The Euro crisis explained simply 
in German 
37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEOr0jhB5zo37T 

 
- Lawmaking in the EU 

in German 
- 37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOPNeMXLnJc37T 
 

 
 
Module 4: Europe without borders 

 
Videos: 

 
- EU data protection - decoding the matrix (01:49 mins.) 

in English, with subtitles 
What Europe does about data protection. 
37Thttp://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=aa714799-339e-45f2-9708-
a28400ba4ee337T  

 
- Get the picture: Do you identify with today's Europe? (01:45 mins.) 

in English, with subtitles 
The benefits of European citizenship and identity. 
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=700d81a2-96bf-4923-a185-
a27a0108698a 
 

- A-Z: F for Fisheries (02:49 mins.) 
in English, with subtitles 
Why European cooperation in the field of fisheries is important for the environment 
and for food security. 
37Thttp://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=5ea81244-200b-45fc-8b16-
a2580155cac937T  
 

- Turkey's Accession to the EU 
in German 
37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBbRw-Ti7fI37T 
 

 
- EU enlargement 

in German 

http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=b1031601-d73b-4255-a1ac-e82f42ed1ce1
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=b1031601-d73b-4255-a1ac-e82f42ed1ce1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEOr0jhB5zo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOPNeMXLnJc
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=aa714799-339e-45f2-9708-a28400ba4ee3
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=aa714799-339e-45f2-9708-a28400ba4ee3
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=700d81a2-96bf-4923-a185-a27a0108698a
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=700d81a2-96bf-4923-a185-a27a0108698a
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=5ea81244-200b-45fc-8b16-a2580155cac9
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=5ea81244-200b-45fc-8b16-a2580155cac9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBbRw-Ti7fI
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37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FiHpiifNko037T 
 

 
- Barroso: Enlargement has made the EU safer and stronger 

in German 
37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vse5DJKErKA37T 
 
 

 
Discussion: 
 

- As a Dutch citizen, do you also feel that you are a European citizen? If you do, why? 
If you don't, why not? 
 
 

Module 5: Europe's values 
 
Videos: 
 

  
 

- The 30-year fight for equal women's rights (5:39 mins.) 
in French, with subtitles possible in all EU languages 
37Thttp://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=9eadefd8-5071-480e-85da-
a3d500f119b137T  
 

- Human rights and Diversity in the EU 
in German 
37Thttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EoWDT-kBDNI37T 
 

- The EU's four freedoms  
in German 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3R6zncr9VQ 

 
 

  
 

Discussion: 
 

- What are in your opinion the most important human rights? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FiHpiifNko0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vse5DJKErKA
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=9eadefd8-5071-480e-85da-a3d500f119b1
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=9eadefd8-5071-480e-85da-a3d500f119b1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EoWDT-kBDNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3R6zncr9VQ
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Module 6: Your voice in Europe 
 
Videos:  
 

- The Alternative European Elections Campaign (01:03  mins) 
in English 
A good explanation for young people of why it is important to vote; everyone has a 
say in the future of Europe; the EU has a major impact. 
37Thttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HLkIJAAEBI&feature=youtu.be37T  
 

- How it works: Launch a European Citizens' Initiative (03:57 mins.) 
in English 
The European Citizen's Initiative as a democratic pillar. 
37Thttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDJxXiYlK4837T  
 

- European Parliamentary Elections 
in German 

     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yh2Ha326EPc 
  
 
Discussion: 
 

- In some EU countries, people are obliged to vote. Do you think this would also be a 
good idea for the Netherlands? 

- Strasbourg vs Brussels: it costs a lot of money each time Parliament moves. Should 
this change? 
 

 
Additional resources: 
 

- United in Diversity: Discover EP - EU hostel (03:41 mins.) 
in English 
The EP explained in a simple and fun way 
37Thttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcGCYverFh037T  
 

- A German comedian, Max Uthoff, explains the EU 
in German 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwMcB2I_E2U 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HLkIJAAEBI&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDJxXiYlK48
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yh2Ha326EPc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcGCYverFh0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwMcB2I_E2U
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Answers for the teaching module on Europe 

Module 1: A short history of the European Union 
 
Write three things that you know about WWII: 

1. German invasion of the Netherlands 
2. D-day on 6 June: 
3. Battle of Stalingrad 

(many other answers possible, as long as they are linked to WWII) 

Which six countries were involved? 
1. France 
2. Germany 
3. The Netherlands 
4. Belgium 
5. Luxembourg 
6. Italy 

Why were coal and steel so important after the war? 
Steel was used in industry (to produce machinery, railways and construction materials), and 
coal was used to power machinery (steam and power plants). [Steel, is also, of course, 
necessary for the production of weapons (tanks, guns, etc.), and a great deal of coal is 
needed in order to manufacture steel. Cooperation therefore made it harder for countries 
to build up individual defence industries.] 
 
Name some supermarket products that come from the following European countries. 
Country Product 

1. The Netherlands Cheese, milk, yoghurt 
2. Italy Parmesan cheese, Parma ham, mozzarella 
3. Germany Bratwurst 
4. UK Cheddar 
5. Spain Wine, chorizo 
6. France Brie, wine, Camembert 
7. Greece Feta cheese, tzatziki 

many other answers are possible, depending on the products 
 
Can you name any countries that are not yet members of the European Union but would 
like to be? 

1. Albania 
2. Turkey 
3. Moldova 
4. Serbia 
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5. Montenegro 
6. Kosovo 
7. Macedonia 
8. Ukraine (depending on its domestic political situation) 

Do you think that this is a good or a bad idea? Try to explain why. 
It depends on the country and your own views. Potential benefits: greater stability for 
Europe, a larger internal market, everyone having a sense of European identity. Potential 
downsides: possible loss of control in a large Union, the taking on of countries that do not 
"belong" in Europe. 
Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission, has stated that during his term 
of office (2014-2019), the Commission will ensure that no new countries join the EU. 
 
Can you give any other examples? 
Possible examples include: control of the EU’s external borders, minimum requirements for 
products and foodstuffs. 
 
Give another example 
All countries can, within their own borders, adopt policies that do not apply to the whole 
EU, such as the Netherlands having different rules on soft drugs (a policy of tolerance), for 
example, and countries differing with regard to the legality of same-sex marriages. 
 
What do the stars on the European flag represent? 
The stars symbolise the ideals of unity, solidarity and harmony among the peoples of 
Europe.  
N.B.: the figure 12 symbolises perfection, completeness and unity and the flag has twelve 
stars. 
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Countries that are members of the EU: 
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Module 2: You and the European Union: ‘influences on your life” 
Which countries have you been to on holiday? Or which countries would you like to visit? 
Your own answer. 
 
Do you have any contact with pupils or friends who do not live in the Netherlands? If so, 
in what country do they live and in what language do you speak to them? 
Your own answer. 
 
You have to spend some time in a European country. In which country would you do that 
and why? 
Your own answer. 
 
You fall ill during this time abroad and have to visit a doctor or a hospital. What 
documents would you need? 
Here you would need a European health insurance card. This is a free card that gives you 
access to state healthcare and medical treatment during a temporary stay in any of the 28 
EU countries, as well as Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. This means that you 
can receive healthcare under the same conditions and at the same cost (free in some 
countries) as people insured in that country. 
You need to ask your health insurance provider whether your national health insurance card 
is automatically also a European Health Insurance Card. If not, than you must apply for a 
European Health Insurance Card, using the European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) form. 
Please be aware that the European Health Insurance Card was introduced on 1 January 2006 
and replaced a number of forms that would normally have to be completed. 
 
Give an example of discrimination in the field of: 
Gender equality: the prohibition of gay marriages, the prohibition of homosexual 
relationships.  
Belief: the prohibition on practising a religion, the rejection of individuals of a particular 
belief.  
Disability: the refusal to make provision for people with disabilities, the refusal to hire 
people with disabilities as employees. 
 
Look at the coins in your wallet or purse and see what is written on them. In what way are 
the coins similar? 
One side is always the same. 
 
Can you see which European countries they come from? How can you tell? 
On the other side there is always something that typifies that country and the name of the 
country. 
 
What are greenhouse gases? 
Gases that make it harder for the earth's heat to get through the atmosphere. Examples of 
greenhouse gases are carbon dioxide (CO2) and ammonia. 



 20/28 DV\1070405EN.doc 

EN 

 
Why are greenhouse gases harmful? 
They cause less heat to escape from the atmosphere. This increases the earth's temperature 
and melts the ice caps. As a result, sea levels rise. 
 
What three endangered species can you name? 
Many answers possible, such as panda, lynx, great white shark, sea otter, white rhino, tiger 
etc. 
 
How you can save energy in the home? Give five examples. 

1. Turn the heating down and put on a sweater. 
2. Draw the curtains early in the evening. 
3. Don't leave chargers and similar equipment not in use plugged in to the mains. 
4. Turn off the lights if no one is in the room. 
5. Take shorter showers [other answers possible] 

What do you personally do to save energy? 
Your own answer. 
 
Who deals with what? 
Collection of household waste = municipality 
Railways = Netherlands, the EU 
Telecommunications = Netherlands, the EU 
Neighbourhood parking facilities = municipality 
Organisation of local transport = municipality 
Product labelling = EU 
The fight against terrorism = Netherlands, EU 
Support for the poor = municipality, Netherlands, EU 
Recreational facilities = municipality, province 
Subsidies for farmers = EU  
Provision of home care = municipality 
National budget = Netherlands, the EU 
Call charges = EU 
 
Why are there different levels of government? 
Different levels are needed in order to address different types of problem in the most 
effective way. The municipalities are the closest to the citizens and they can therefore also 
take the best decisions on the things that happen in your neighbourhood or town. The 
national government is better placed to decide on broader issues such as how the 
Netherlands' healthcare or education should be dealt with. The European Union can best 
decide on topics that are not limited by borders and which involve different EU Member 
States. These include keeping our rivers clean (they flow through several countries) and the 
establishment of the European internal market. Assessing what matter should be decided 
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on at what level is referred to as the principle of subsidiarity. This issue is extremely 
important and lies at the heart of the European Union.   
 
What did you not know before that you now know? 
I now know that: 
 
Your own answer. 
Module 3: Decision-making 
 
How would you organise a school party for pupils from 28 countries? Think about the 
different languages and the cultural differences. 
Your own answer. 
 
Look this person up. 
Donald Tusk, from Poland.  
Donald Tusk (born in Gdansk on 22 April 1957) has, since 1 December 2014, been President 
of the European Council. He studied history at the University of Gdansk. From November 
2007 to September 2014, Donald Tusk served as Prime Minister of Poland. Donald Tusk is a 
co-founder and former leader of the Christian Democrat conservative-liberal (although 
affiliated to the European People’s Party) Civic Platform. As Prime Minister, he led a 
coalition of his party and the Polish farmers’ party (PSL). Prior to that, he was a member of 
the Polish Parliament and the Senate. 
 
If you were ‘President’, what would your priority topic be NOW for discussion at a 
European summit? 
Your own answer. 
 
Who is the Commissioner from your country and what does he or she do? 
Look at www.ec.europa.eu 
 
Do you think this is an important matter? If you do, why? If you don't, why not? 
Your own answer. 
 
How many Members of the European Parliament are there? 
751. 
 
How many members does your country have in the European Parliament ? 
Look at www.europarl.europa.eu 
 
What would you want to pass a European law on? What would you want it to regulate? 
Your own answer. The committees at whose meetings the real work of the European 
Parliament is done are as follows: 
No Abbreviation Name 
1 BUDG 37TBudget37T 

http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykazwoyye/ep_commissie_begroting_budg
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2 CONT 37TBudgetary Control37T 
3 AFET 37TForeign Affairs37T 
4 LIBE 37TCivil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs37T 
5 AFCO 37TConstitutional Affairs37T 
6 CULT 37TCulture and Education37T 
7 ECON 37TEconomic and Monetary Affairs37T 
8 ITRE 37TIndustry, Research and Energy37T 
9 INTA 37TInternational Trade37T 
10 IMCO 37TInternal Market and Consumer Protection37T 
11 JURI 37TLegal Affairs37T 
12 AGRI 37TAgriculture & Rural Development37T 
13 ENVI 37TEnvironment, Public Health and Food Safety37T 
14 DEVE 37TDevelopment37T 
15 FEMM 37TWomen’s Rights and Gender Equality37T 
16 REGI 37TRegional Development37T 
17 TRAN 37TTransport and Tourism37T 
18 PETI 37TPetitions37T 
19 PECH 37TFisheries37T 
20 EMPL 37TEmployment and Social Affairs37T 
21 DROI 37THuman Rights37T 
22 SEDE 37TSecurity and Defence37T 
You should therefore be able to name the different policy areas of the EU, and in one of 
these policy areas, put forward a proposal for European legislation. 
A law in the area of school hours, or bicycle theft, for example, would actually be regulated 
at the Dutch, i.e., national, level. 
 
How do you think you could influence the decisions taken in the EU? 
Your own answer. [By voting, from your 18th birthday onwards, for the national and the 
European Parliament, you can influence the composition of the Dutch and European 
Parliaments and the EU Council of Ministers.] 

http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb07b8yf/ep_commissie_begrotingscontrole_cont
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykayxb3dk/ep_commissie_buitenlandse_zaken_afet
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb8bjvyr/ep_commissie_burgerlijke_vrijheden
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb8ml0ys/ep_commissie_constitutionele_zaken_afco
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb7q6xyp/ep_commissie_cultuur_en_onderwijs_cult
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb45moyg/ep_commissie_economische_en_monetaire
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb51l4yj/ep_commissie_industrie_onderzoek_en
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykazlgmjz/ep_commissie_internationale_handel_inta
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb5c4nyk/ep_commissie_interne_markt_en
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb80tmyq/ep_commissie_juridische_zaken_juri
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb6dvoyn/ep_commissie_landbouw_en
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb4qvpyi/ep_commissie_milieubeheer
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykazatxdl/ep_commissie_ontwikkelingssamenwerking
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb9knayt/ep_commissie_rechten_van_de_vrouw_en
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb5y2tym/ep_commissie_regionale_ontwikkeling_regi
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb5mm1yl/ep_commissie_vervoer_en_toerisme_tran
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb9uyqyu/ep_commissie_verzoekschriften_peti
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb7e54yo/ep_commissie_visserij_pech
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykb4g4gyh/ep_commissie_werkgelegenheid_en_sociale
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykbaar7yv/ep_subcommissie_mensenrechten_droi
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vh7ykbaps6yw/ep_subcommissie_veiligheid_en_defensie


DV\1070405EN.doc 23/28  

 EN 

Module 4: Europe without borders 
 
Number of inhabitants, EU: 507.1 million (2014) 
Number inhabitants, USA: 316.6 million (2014) 
 
Should we tackle drug-related crime as a single country or would it be more effective at 
the European level? 
Your own answer. Possible arguments: the European level is better because drugs criminals 
operate in many countries and in this way they can be tackled better and more effectively. 
Europe has its own agency - Europol - which collects and analyses information on criminal 
activities and thus attempts to combat transnational crime in the European Union. 
EUROPOL manages a database containing information on criminals and criminal networks 
across Europe. The Agency can thus support cooperation between police forces in the EU 
Member States, providing extensive information on international organised crime networks. 
Europol officials may work as part of international teams. Information and analyses may 
thus be exchanged between the team and Europol during an investigation. These teams are 
useful in the fight against terrorism, drug trafficking or currency counterfeiting. Experts from 
countries outside the EU are also allowed to become involved in Europol investigations. 
There is also Eurojust. The purpose of this agency is to improve the capacities of the 
competent Member State authorities in combatting serious organised and transnational 
crime. Eurojust is composed of public prosecutors, judges and police officers. They focus 
primarily on promoting cooperation between judicial authorities in the Member States.  
 
Why are liquids checked at airports? 
Because certain liquids can be made into explosives (for example, highly flammable petrol 
or chlorine, which can cause serious burns). A number of terrorist attacks have been 
prevented, in which terrorists were planning an attack with smuggled explosive liquids. 
 
Why are airport checks so strict if you fly to the USA? 
Since the attacks of 11 September 2001, the US has been extremely wary of possible 
attacks. They are trying to prevent any such attacks by implementing strict checks. 
 
Airports want to use body-scanners. What is a body-scanner? 
It is a type of X-ray machine that makes it possible to look through the whole body. The aim 
is to prevent material from being hidden in the body. 
 
Would you want to be scanned before you board an aeroplane? 
Your own answer. 
 
Can you name three ways of generating energy? 

1. Solar power 
2. Wind power 
3. Coal-fired power stations 
4. Hydro-electric plants 
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5. Nuclear power plants 
6. Gas-fired power plants 

What are our energy sources? 
Natural gas (wind, solar and nuclear energy and — limited — solar power, and previously 
also coal) 
What energy do we get from abroad? 
Coal and oil (petrol, diesel, etc.), nuclear and solar energy from Germany. 
 
How you feel as a resident of the place you live in and what do you know about your 
village, town or city? 
Your own answer. 
Do you see living in another country, to work or to study as an exciting prospect or as a 
challenge? If you like the idea, in which country would you do that and why? 
Your own answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 5: Europe's values 
 
What values are most important to you? 
Your own answer. 
 
And what standards are relevant to these values? 
Your own answer. 
Standards are rules of conduct based on a certain value, so they should not be confused 
with values. 
 
What is the main difference between you and your best friend? 
Your own answer. 
 
There are also similarities. Name three. 
Your own answer. 
 
Give three differences and three similarities with a person of the same age from Italy 
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Your own reply, which may vary between supporting different football clubs, having a 
different climate, speaking another language or eating pizza and pasta, etc. 
 
If you lived in a country where a severe earthquake or flooding had just taken place, what 
values would be the most important for you? 
Your own answer. Think, for example, of humanity, helping those close to you, etc. 
 
Can you name any countries in which the values of freedom and democracy are not 
respected by the government? 
Many answers are possible. Examples include Russia, Belarus, Zimbabwe, Saudi Arabia, Iran, 
etc. 
 
Would you want to live in a country where you cannot express your beliefs, opinion or 
sexual preference? 
Your own answer. You will probably realise that in many countries there is considerably less 
freedom than in the Netherlands, which is therefore quite a good place to live. 
 
Would you or would you not want the EU to have anything to say about this, and explain 
why you feel this way. 
Your own answer.  
What do you think of this? 
Your own answer. 
 
Do you think that everyone in the Netherlands has equal rights? If you do, give an 
example. If you don't, give an example. 
Your own answer. You could think about discrimination on the labour market or equality 
before the law and the prohibition of discrimination. 
 
 



 26/28 DV\1070405EN.doc 

EN 

Do you think that this is possible or impossible and explain why? 
Your own answer. You could emphasise the uniqueness of each culture and country or just 
the shared values. 
 
Find an organisation working in the field of international human rights and try to describe 
what it does. 
One example might be the Council of Europe, which reports on and publicises human rights 
in the Member States.  
Unicef: works on behalf of children's rights, Amnesty International: works with the rights of 
refugees and people facing oppression. 
 
List some countries with which the EU is in discussions about human rights: 
These include Turkey, Albania, Ukraine, Russia, Myanmar and Zimbabwe. 
 
What are the human rights that the EU discusses with these countries? 
Examples: LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) rights, women’s rights, the 
rights of ethnic minorities, the rights of political opponents, freedom of expression, 
free elections. 
 
What human rights do you consider to be extremely important? 
Your own answer. 
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Module 6: Your voice in Europe 
 
What might it mean for you? 
As a result, many fewer people decide to vote and there is consequently a large group that 
is not represented. 
 
If you could vote in the EP elections, would you? If you would, why? If you wouldn't, why 
not? 
Your own answer. 
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This material may only be used by schools actively participating in the European Parliament 
Ambassador programme.  
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