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Symbols for procedures

*  Consultation procedure
***  Consent procedure
***|  Qrdinary legislative procedure (first reading)
***||  Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading)
***||1  Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading)

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.)

Amendments to a draft act

Amendments by Parliament set out in two columns

Deletions are indicated in bold italics in the left-hand column. Replacements
are indicated in bold italics in both columns. New text is indicated in bold
italics in the right-hand column.

The first and second lines of the header of each amendment identify the
relevant part of the draft act under consideration. If an amendment pertains to
an existing act that the draft act is seeking to amend, the amendment heading
includes a third line identifying the existing act and a fourth line identifying
the provision in that act that Parliament wishes to amend.

Amendments by Parliament in the form of a consolidated text

New text is highlighted in bold italics. Deletions are indicated using either
the I symbol or strikeout. Replacements are indicated by highlighting the
new text in bold italics and by deleting or striking out the text that has been
replaced.

By way of exception, purely technical changes made by the drafting
departments in preparing the final text are not highlighted.

PE521.556v02-00

2/12

RR\1009733EN.doc



CONTENTS

Page
DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION......ccccovvirieiriiieienen, 5
OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS (*)........ 6
OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON BUDGETS........coceiiiiiiieiseseese e 9
PROGCEDURE ...ttt e et e e e st e e e bt e e e ba e e e ae e e anteeeanneeeanes 12
(*) Associated committee — Rule 50
RR\1009733EN.doc 3/12 PE521.556v02-00

EN



PE521.556v02-00 4/12 RR\1009733EN.doc

EN



DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 as regards the financial allocation for
certain Member States from the European Social Fund

(COM(2013)0560 — C7-0244/2013 — 2013/0271(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council
(COM(2013)0560),

having regard to Article 294(2) and Article 177 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament
(C7-0244/2013),

having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

having regard to the opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee of 17
October 20131,

after consulting the Committee of the Regions ,
having regard to Rule 55 of its Rules of Procedure,

having regard to the report of the Committee on Regional Development and the opinions
of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs and the Committee on Budgets (A7-
0381/2013),

Adopts its position at first reading, taking over the Commission proposal;

Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend its
proposal substantially or replace it with another text;

Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the
national parliaments.

1

Not yet published in the Official Journal.
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6.11.2013

OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS (*)

for the Committee on Regional Development

on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending
Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 as regards the financial allocation for certain Member
States from the European Social Fund

(COM(2013)0560 — C7-0244/2013 — 2013/0271(COD))

Rapporteur(*): Elisabeth Morin-Chartier

(*) Procedure with associated committees — Rule 50 of the Rules of Procedure.

SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The legislative proposal under examination, which amends the general regulation on the
Funds for the period 2007-2013 currently in force (Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006),
provides for an additional European Social Fund (ESF) envelope of EUR 150 million, made
available through the flexibility instrument, to be allocated for 2013 to three Member States,
notably France, Italy and Spain (receiving EUR 100 million, 30 million and 20 million
respectively in current prices). In addition, in order to avoid commitment constraints, the draft
regulation sets out a special derogation to the standard deadline for commitments, allowing
for budget commitments under this additional allocation to be made until 30 June 2014.

These increases of the ESF national envelopes have been agreed upon at the European
Council of 27 and 28 June 2013 in order to support the Member States concerned in their
efforts to cope with the challenges brought by the current crisis and as a way for
compensating them for the negative impact they will suffer because of the choices made in the
multiannual financial framework 2014-2020.

This amending proposal needs to be adopted and enter into force before 1st January 2014,
when Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 is expected to be repealed by the common
provisions regulation (CPR) currently under negotiation at inter-institutional level. In
addition, there is also urgency on the ground as the Member States and projects are already
suffering from the lack of resources in these social areas.

It must be highlighted that there are specific reasons why the additional allocation has been
made available to the Member States concerned through the ESF. Firstly, this is because these
Member States are currently facing high levels of unemployment (France: 11%, Italy: 12,2%
and Spain: 26,2%; above the EU28 average: 10,9%), in particular youth unemployment, as
well as a growing number of people at risk of poverty and social exclusion. The increase of
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the allocation of the ESF will provide France, Italy and Spain with additional resources to
help them cope with these problems. In light of the urgent investment needs that these
Member States are experiencing in the social area, the ESF is also considered to be the
instrument that can ensure a higher rate of absorption of funds in the current context.

Last but not least, the increase of the allocation of the ESF for the three above-mentioned
Member States highlights the importance of this Fund in promoting employment and social
inclusion and in reinforcing the social dimension of the European Union in the present
economic situation, which also offers clear evidence in support of the call for a minimum
share of 25% of cohesion policy resources to be devoted to the ESF in the next programming
period 2014-2020.

The European Social Fund is the main EU tool for social inclusion through integration into
the labour market and an essential lever in times of crisis for the benefit of both jobseekers
and employees. Since 2008, the crisis has been emphasising the need for the type of
interventions supported by the ESF. More than ever, those three Member States: France, Italy
and Spain should be able to benefit from the increase of their ESF allocation by supporting
employment for all through:

- facilitating access to employment,
- promoting return into employment after a work interruption,

- supporting workers' employability (training of employees to adapt to new working methods
and/or new jobs).

For all these reasons, your rapporteur for opinion recommends that the proposal be adopted
without any amendments and in the speediest possible way.
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18.10.2013

OPINION OF THE COMMITTEE ON BUDGETS

for the Committee on Regional Development

on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending
Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 as regards the financial allocation for certain Member
States from the European Social Fund

(COM(2013)0560 — C7-0244/2013 — 2013/0271(COD))

Rapporteur: Reimer Boge

SHORT JUSTIFICATION

On 25 July 2013 the Commission adopted a proposal for a Regulation of the European
Parliament and the Council amending the general Regulation for Structural and Cohesion
Funds® which modifies the financial allocation for France, Italy and Spain from the ESF. This
is with the aim of addressing certain issues resulting from the final outcome of the
negotiations of the MFF for the years 2014-2020, affecting these Member States.

An appropriation of EUR 150 million is proposed to be added to the ESF 2013 commitments
for France, Italy and Spain, in order to address the specific issue of unemployment, in
particular of young people, and of social exclusion. To ensure the effectiveness of the increase
of appropriations and facilitate the implementation of the programmes, the Commission has
taken into account the absorption capacity of the Member States concerned for the two
objectives of the Funds: ‘Convergence objective’ and ‘Regional competitiveness and
employment objective’.

The compensation shall be provided from the 2007-2013 period with the amounts being made
available through the flexibility instrument and the margin left under 2013 budget?.

The Rapporteur’s recommendations relating to the mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument
will be presented in his draft report on the Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament
and of the Council on the Mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument, drafted in parallel to this
opinion.

2 Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on the Mobilisation of the Flexibility
Instrument, COM(2013) 559 and the Draft Amending Budget n° 7 to the general budget 2013 COM(2013) 557.
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The current proposal translates this increase of appropriations into the legal basis by
modifying Articles 18 - global resources, Article 19 - resources available for the Convergence
objective, Article 20 - resources available for the Regional competitiveness and employment
objective, and Article 75 on budget commitments, as well as Annex | - annual breakdown of
commitment appropriations and Annex Il - criteria and methodology for the allocation of the
resources.

Having regard to the special efforts needed to tackle unemployment, in particular youth
unemployment, and of poverty and social exclusion in the Member States concerned, notably
in the context of the current economic crisis, your Rapporteur endorses the Commission
proposal and recommends its approval.

Given that those commitment appropriations refer to the year 2013 and that the existing
allocation for France, Italy and Spain from the ESF has been fully committed in the EU
budget, your Rapporteur stresses that this Regulation should enter into force as a matter of
urgency.

*khkkkkik

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Regional development, as committee
responsible, to propose that Parliament adopts its position at first reading, taking over the
Commission proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 as regards the financial allocation for
certain Member States from the European Social Fund.
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