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Report A8-0023/2015
Pier Antonio Panzeri
Annual report on human rights and democracy in the world 2013 and the EU policy on the 
matter
2014/2216(INI)

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 183

Motion for a resolution Amendment

183. Denounces the dramatic number of 
deaths at sea in the Mediterranean, 
estimated by the International Organisation 
for Migration in its ‘Fatal Journeys’ report 
at 3 000 in 2013, thereby making this sea 
the deadliest region in the world for 
irregular migration; is extremely concerned 
about reports of human rights abuses 
against migrants and asylum seekers on 
their way to the EU; calls for the Union 
and its Member States to cooperate with 
the UN, regional mechanisms, 
governments and NGOs to tackle these 
issues; stresses the urgent need to develop 
stronger, more integrated policies that are 
more closely rooted in the principle of 
solidarity at Union level, so as to address 
the pressing issues relating to migrants, 
refugees and asylum seekers in a manner 
consistent with international human 
rights law and fundamental human 
dignity, and calls for the EU to introduce 
a common European asylum system and 
to guarantee effective common standards 
for reception procedures throughout the 
Union in order to protect unaccompanied 
minors and the most vulnerable; invites 
the VP/HR, the Commissioner for 
Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship 

183. Denounces the dramatic number of 
deaths at sea in the Mediterranean, 
estimated by the International Organisation 
for Migration in its ‘Fatal Journeys’ report 
at 3 000 in 2013, thereby making this sea 
the deadliest region in the world for 
irregular migration; is extremely concerned 
about human rights abuses against migrants 
and asylum seekers on their way to the EU; 
calls for the Union and its Member States 
at long last to take the measures needed to 
assist migrants in distress at sea and put 
an end to the mass deaths witnessed in 
recent times; reminds the Union and its 
Member States of their international 
obligations as regards search and rescue 
at sea; stresses, in that connection, the 
need to uphold the principle of non-
refoulement in European and 
international waters, as confirmed by the 
ECtHR; recalls the undertaking given by 
the Commission to take a genuinely 
comprehensive European approach to 
migration and to put forward proposals 
concerning the development of safe, 
lawful ways of obtaining protection in 
Europe; emphasises the importance of 
introducing humanitarian visas as soon 
as possible and of developing new 
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and the EEAS to increase cooperation 
and equitable responsibility-sharing 
among Member States, including in 
hosting and resettling refugees and 
contributing to search and rescue services 
to assist migrants who are in distress at 
sea while attempting to reach EU shores; 
recalls, in this connection, the need to 
respect the principle of non-refoulement 
in European and international waters, as 
upheld by the European Court of Human 
Rights; recalls the Commission’s 
commitment to developing adequate legal 
migration channels; calls on the Member 
States, therefore, to fully implement the 
recently adopted EU common asylum 
package and the common migration 
legislation; calls on the Member States to 
participate in resettlement programmes 
and to step up the development of regional 
protection programmes in the most 
affected areas; stresses the need to tackle 
the roots of illegal migration; encourages 
the EEAS and the Member States to pay 
detailed attention to countries in which 
human trafficking or smuggling 
originates, countries of passage and 
countries of destination; calls on 
the VP/HR and the Member States to 
further strengthen the Union’s external 
dimension, working jointly with countries 
of origin and transit, including the EU’s 
partner countries, in particular in the 
Mediterranean region, raising these 
concerns systematically in political 
dialogues with the countries concerned 
and in public statements, and boosting 
cooperation with these countries to the 
highest level in order to dismantle the 
illegal networks used to traffic migrants 
and fight illegal mafias profiting from 
human trafficking and human 
smuggling;

channels for legal migration, so that 
people are no longer forced to risk their 
lives in order to come to Europe; 
emphasises the urgent need to devise 
policies more closely based on solidarity 
at EU and Member State level; calls on 
the Member States, therefore, to fully 
implement the recently adopted EU 
common asylum package and the common 
migration legislation; calls on the 
Commission to encourage the Member 
States to play a more active role in 
resettlement programmes; rejects 
categorically any attempt to use the fight 
against people trafficking and illegal 
immigration as a bargaining tool in 
dealings between the Union, the Member 
States and third countries; points out that 
cooperation in this area must not serve to 
undermine the right of men, women and 
children to seek protection in the Union 
and serve to increase the number of 
violations of the fundamental rights of 
migrants and asylum seekers; expresses, 
in that connection, serious reservations 
about closer cooperation with certain 
third countries, and in particular with the 
countries of the Horn of Africa in the 
context of the Khartoum Process;
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