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4.7.2016 A8-0223/16 

Amendment  16 

Miguel Viegas, Fabio De Masi, Paloma López Bermejo, Rina Ronja Kari, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital -A a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

  -Aa. whereas, while governments issued 

tax rulings favouring MNEs, they were at 

the same time increasing labour taxes, 

asking for wage reductions and cutting 

public services (namely social security, 

health and education);  

Or. en 
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4.7.2016 A8-0223/17 

Amendment  17 

Fabio De Masi, Miguel Viegas, Paloma López Bermejo, Merja Kyllönen, 

Barbara Spinelli, Rina Ronja Kari, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital AO a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

  AOa. whereas patent boxes and similar 

preferential tools are just one element 

fuelling downward pressure on corporate 

tax rates; whereas capitalistic 

globalisation and the free movement of 

capital, embodied in the EU in the 

Treaties and EU legislation such as the 

Parent-Subsidiary and Interest and 

Royalties Directives, create a structural 

bias in policymaking to the benefit of 

capital owners and MNCs by prioritising 

the free movement of capital and business 

establishment without the necessary 

policy instruments to ensure coordination, 

cooperation and transparency in 

corporate taxation; whereas this is 

exemplified by ECJ judgments which 

have prevented Member States from 

applying robust defence measures (e.g. 

CFC rules or exit taxation) against 

aggressive tax planning on the grounds of 

the fundamental freedoms of the internal 

market1a; whereas this type of integration 

exacerbates divergence and asymmetries 

between Member States and social 

classes; 

____________ 

1a For instance, judgment of the Court (Grand 

Chamber) of 12 September 2006 in Case C-196/04, 

Cadbury Schweppes plc and Cadbury Schweppes 
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Overseas Ltd v Commissioners of Inland Revenue, 

and judgment of the Court (Fifth Chamber) of 11 

March 2004 in Case C-9/02, Hughes de Lasteyrie 

du Saillant v Ministère de l’Économie, des 

Finances et de l’Industrie, OJ C 94, 17.4.2004, p. 

5. 

Or. en 
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4.7.2016 A8-0223/18 

Amendment  18 

Miguel Viegas, Fabio De Masi, Paloma López Bermejo, Rina Ronja Kari 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Recital D a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

  Da. whereas the recent scandals 

highlighted the failure of the current 

economic system and its inability to solve 

the problem with solutions genuinely 

capable of tackling the problem of tax 

evasion, such as public control over the 

financial system and the end of free 

capital movement; 

Or. en 
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4.7.2016 A8-0223/19 

Amendment  19 

Miguel Viegas, Fabio De Masi, Paloma López Bermejo, Rina Ronja Kari, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 2 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

  2a. Notes with concern the lack of 

measures on the table to fight against tax 

havens; in this sense, draws attention to 

the fact that increasing transparency 

alone will not be enough to deal with this 

problem; calls, therefore, for a summit at 

UN level to define a road map and a Joint 

Action Plan to end tax havens; 

Or. en 
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4.7.2016 A8-0223/20 

Amendment  20 

Fabio De Masi, Miguel Viegas, Paloma López Bermejo, Merja Kyllönen, 

Barbara Spinelli, Rina Ronja Kari, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 4 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

4. Welcomes the Anti-tax Avoidance 

Package (ATAP) published by the 

Commission on 28 January 2016, as well 

as all legislative proposals and 

communications made since (see Annex 4); 

welcomes the adoption by the Council of 

the Directive amending the Directive on 

Administrative Cooperation in order to 

establish Country-by-Country Reporting to 

tax authorities, while regretting that the 

Council did not wait to know and consider 

the position of Parliament before agreeing 

on its own position, and did not provide for 

the involvement of the Commission in the 

exchange of information; calls on the 

Council to reach a unanimous and 

ambitious position on the ATAP and to 

keep the Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive as 

one single directive, in order to effectively 

implement the OECD recommendations 

and go beyond them so as to achieve the 

EU’s ambitions and ensure the proper 

functioning of the single market rather 

than weakening it; strongly regrets the 

fact that the current Council draft 

position has been weakened, notably by a 

grandfathering clause on interest 

deduction and a narrower approach to the 

controlled foreign company rule; welcomes 

the initiative to create a common Union 

4. Welcomes the Anti-tax Avoidance 

Package (ATAP) published by the 

Commission on 28 January 2016, as well 

as all legislative proposals and 

communications made since (see Annex 4); 

welcomes the adoption by the Council of 

the Directive amending the Directive on 

Administrative Cooperation in order to 

establish Country-by-Country Reporting to 

tax authorities, while regretting that the 

Council did not wait to know and consider 

the position of Parliament before agreeing 

on its own position, and did not provide for 

the involvement of the Commission in the 

exchange of information; strongly regrets 

the weak and insufficient Council result 

on the Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive 

(ATAD), especially the grandfathering 
clause on interest deduction, the narrowed 

and ineffective approach to controlled 

foreign company rules and the deletion of 

the switch-over clause; calls on the 

Member States to urgently adopt 

sufficiently strong action against BEPS, 

including strong, comprehensive and 

enforceable CFC rules and an extension 

of the interest limitation rule to licence fee 

and royalty costs, making these costs’ tax 

deductibility contingent on the level of 

effective taxation of the corresponding 
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definition and list of uncooperative 

jurisdictions in the External Strategy for 

Effective Taxation; stresses that this list 

should be based on objective, exhaustive 

and quantifiable criteria; reiterates that in 

the future, more and binding action will be 

needed to effectively and systematically 

combat BEPS; 

revenue in the country of destination; 

welcomes the initiative to create a common 

Union definition and list of uncooperative 

jurisdictions in the External Strategy for 

Effective Taxation; stresses that this list 

should be based on objective, exhaustive 

and quantifiable criteria; reiterates that in 

the future, more and binding action will be 

needed to effectively and systematically 

combat BEPS; 

Or. en 
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4.7.2016 A8-0223/21 

Amendment  21 

Fabio De Masi, Paloma López Bermejo, Merja Kyllönen, Barbara Spinelli, 

Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 6 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

6. Urges the Commission to come forward 

with a proposal for a common corporate 

consolidated tax base (CCCTB) before the 

end of 2016, to be accompanied by an 

appropriate and fair distribution key which 

would provide a comprehensive solution 

for dealing with harmful tax practices 

within the Union, bring clarity and 

simplicity for businesses, and facilitate 

cross-border economic activities within the 

Union; believes that consolidation is the 

essential element of the CCCTB; takes the 

view that consolidation should be 

introduced as soon as possible and that any 

intermediate system including only tax 

base harmonisation with a loss offset 

mechanism can only be temporary; 

believes that the introduction of a full 

mandatory CCCTB is becoming 

increasingly urgent; calls on the Member 

States to promptly reach an agreement on 

the CCCTB proposal when it is submitted 

and to swiftly implement the legislation 

thereafter; reminds the Member States that 

differences between corporate taxation 

systems can create an unlevel playing field 

and unfair tax competition within the EU 

as well; 

6. Urges the Commission to come forward 

with a proposal for a common corporate 

consolidated tax base (CCCTB) before the 

end of 2016, to be accompanied by an 

appropriate and fair distribution key which 

would provide a comprehensive solution 

for dealing with harmful tax practices 

within the Union, bring clarity and 

simplicity for businesses, and facilitate 

cross-border economic activities within the 

Union; believes that consolidation is the 

essential element of the CCCTB; takes the 

view that consolidation should be 

introduced as soon as possible and that any 

intermediate system including only tax 

base harmonisation with a loss offset 

mechanism can only be temporary; 

believes that the introduction of a full 

mandatory CCCTB is becoming 

increasingly urgent; calls on the Member 

States to promptly reach an agreement on 

the CCCTB proposal when it is submitted 

and to swiftly implement the legislation 

thereafter; reminds the Member States that 

differences between corporate taxation 

systems can create an unlevel playing field 

and unfair tax competition within the EU 

as well; underlines that without effective 

minimum corporate tax rate floors, a 

CCCTB is likely to amplify downward 
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pressure on corporate tax rates as the only 

remaining legal tool for Member States to 

offer preferential conditions to taxpayers, 

and that this could also lead to more 

business relocation with ensuing negative 

labour market effects; 

Or. en 
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4.7.2016 A8-0223/22 

Amendment  22 

Miguel Viegas, Fabio De Masi, Paloma López Bermejo, Rina Ronja Kari, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 12 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

  12a. Calls for the development of a 

legislative action to limit the possibility of 

using offshore centres, by strengthening 

the control and prevention measures of 

tax, judicial, economic and financial 

authorities and by implementing 

measures against MNEs that have either 

holdings or subsidiaries in tax havens; in 

this sense, calls on governments to set a 

good example by forbidding public 

companies to have affiliates in tax 

havens; 

Or. en 
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4.7.2016 A8-0223/23 

Amendment  23 

Fabio De Masi, Miguel Viegas, Paloma López Bermejo, Merja Kyllönen, 

Barbara Spinelli, Rina Ronja Kari, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 16 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

16. Strongly emphasises that the work of 

whistleblowers is crucial for revealing the 

dimension of tax evasion and tax 

avoidance, and that, therefore, protection 

for whistleblowers needs to be legally 

guaranteed and strengthened in the EU; 

notes that the European Court of Human 

Rights and the Council of Europe have 

undertaken work on this issue; considers 

that courts and Member States should 

ensure the protection of legitimate 

business secrets while in no way 

hindering, hampering or stifling the 
capacity of whistleblowers and journalists 

to document and reveal illegal, wrongful or 

harmful practices where this is clearly and 

overwhelmingly in the public interest; 

regrets that the Commission has no plans 

for prompt action on the matter given the 

very recent and significant whistleblower 

revelations commonly referred to as, 

respectively, ‘LuxLeaks’ and ‘the Panama 

Papers’; 

16. Strongly emphasises that the work of 

whistleblowers is crucial for revealing the 

dimension of tax evasion and tax 

avoidance, and that, therefore, protection 

for whistleblowers needs to be legally 

guaranteed and strengthened in the EU; 

notes that the European Court of Human 

Rights and the Council of Europe have 

undertaken work on this issue; considers 

that courts and Member States should 

ensure the capacity of whistleblowers and 

journalists to document and reveal illegal, 

wrongful or harmful practices, in the public 

interest; regrets that the Commission has 

no plans for prompt action on the matter 

given the very recent and significant 

whistleblower revelations commonly 

referred to as, respectively, ‘LuxLeaks’ and 

‘the Panama Papers’, as well as the verdict 

against LuxLeaks whistleblowers Antoine 

Deltour and Raphaël Halet;; 

Or. en 
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4.7.2016 A8-0223/24 

Amendment  24 

Fabio De Masi, Paloma López Bermejo, Merja Kyllönen, Barbara Spinelli, Rina Ronja 

Kari, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 22 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

22. Calls on the Commission to come up as 

soon as possible with a common Union 

definition and list of uncooperative 

jurisdictions (i.e. a ‘blacklist of tax 

havens’), based on sound, transparent and 

objective criteria and including 

implementation of OECD 

recommendations, tax transparency 

measures, BEPS actions and Automatic 

Exchange of Information standards, the 

existence of active harmful tax practices, 

advantages granted to non-resident 

individuals or legal entities, lack of 

requirement of economic substance and 

non-disclosure of the corporate structure of 

legal entities (including trusts, charities, 

foundations, etc) or the ownership of assets 

or rights, and welcomes the Commission’s 

intention to reach an agreement on such a 

list within the next six months; calls on the 

Member States to endorse that agreement 

by the end of 2016; believes that an 

escalation procedure, starting with a 

constructive dialogue with the jurisdiction 

where shortcomings have been identified, 

needs to be foreseen prior to the listing in 

order to also achieve a preventive effect of 

the process; believes that a mechanism 

should be established in order to allow for 

the de-listing of the jurisdictions if and 

22. Calls on the Commission to come up as 

soon as possible with a common Union 

definition and list of uncooperative 

jurisdictions (i.e. a ‘blacklist of tax 

havens’), based on sound, transparent and 

objective criteria and including 

implementation of OECD 

recommendations, tax transparency 

measures, BEPS actions and Automatic 

Exchange of Information standards, the 

existence of active harmful tax practices, 

advantages granted to non-resident 

individuals or legal entities, lack of 

requirement of economic substance and 

non-disclosure of the corporate structure of 

legal entities (including trusts, charities, 

foundations, etc) or the ownership of assets 

or rights, and welcomes the Commission’s 

intention to reach an agreement on such a 

list within the next six months; calls on the 

Member States to endorse that agreement 

by the end of 2016; believes that a 

mechanism should be established in order 

to allow for the de-listing of the 

jurisdictions if and once compliance has 

been successfully achieved or restored; 

considers that this assessment should also 

extend to OECD members; 
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once compliance has been successfully 

achieved or restored; considers that this 

assessment should also extend to OECD 

members; 

Or. en 
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4.7.2016 A8-0223/25 

Amendment  25 

Fabio De Masi, Paloma López Bermejo, Merja Kyllönen, Barbara Spinelli, Rina Ronja 

Kari, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 39 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

39. Calls on the Member States to establish 

effective, proportionate and dissuasive 

sanctions, including criminal sanctions, on 

company managers involved in tax 

evasion, as well as the possibility of 

revoking business licences for 

professionals and companies proved to be 

involved in designing, advising on the use 

of, or utilising illegal tax planning and 

evasion schemes; requests that the 

Commission explore the feasibility of 

introducing proportional financial liability 

for tax advisers engaged in unlawful tax 

practices; 

39. Calls on the Member States to establish 

effective, proportionate and dissuasive 

sanctions, including criminal sanctions, on 

company managers involved in tax 

evasion, as well as the possibility of 

revoking business licences for 

professionals and companies proved to be 

involved in designing, advising on the use 

of, or utilising illegal tax planning and 

evasion schemes; requests that the 

Commission explore the feasibility of 

introducing proportional financial liability 

for tax advisers engaged in unlawful tax 

practices; invites Member States to 

consider introducing principles of 

corporate criminal law, such as practised 

in the USA, in order to allow for more 

effective law enforcement against 

criminal activities in large corporations; 

Or. en 
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4.7.2016 A8-0223/26 

Amendment  26 

Fabio De Masi, Miguel Viegas, Paloma López Bermejo, Merja Kyllönen, 

Barbara Spinelli, Rina Ronja Kari, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 50 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

50. Regrets, that despite the fact that its 

first and second Special Committees 

(TAXE 1 and TAXE 2) have both on 

repeated occasions requested full access to 

Code of Conduct Group documents and 

minutes, only a limited number of new 

documents have been made available for in 

camera consultation by MEPs, and that this 

was only achieved five months after the 

beginning of the mandate of TAXE 2; 

notes that some of these documents should 

have been made public to allow for public 

scrutiny and an open political debate on 

their content; notes furthermore that the 

willingness of the Council to satisfy this 

request remains unsatisfactory;  

50. Regrets, that despite the fact that its 

first and second Special Committees 

(TAXE 1 and TAXE 2) have both on 

repeated occasions requested full access to 

Code of Conduct Group documents and 

minutes, only a limited number of new 

documents have been made available for in 

camera consultation by MEPs, and that this 

was only achieved five months after the 

beginning of the mandate of TAXE 2; 

notes that some of these documents should 

have been made public to allow for public 

scrutiny and an open political debate on 

their content; notes furthermore that the 

willingness of the Council to satisfy this 

request remains entirely unsatisfactory; 

takes note of the ongoing procedure T-

11/16 at the General Court of the 

European Union, which could greatly 

increase public access to documents on 

harmful tax practices and thereby foster 

democratic accountability; 

Or. en 
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4.7.2016 A8-0223/27 

Amendment  27 

Fabio De Masi, Paloma López Bermejo, Merja Kyllönen, Barbara Spinelli, Rina Ronja 

Kari, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 57 a (new) 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

  57a. Stresses that political office holders 

who bear responsibility for breaches of 

Union law as detailed in the TAXE 1 

report or for unhindered persistence of 

harmful tax practices as evidenced by the 

Code of Conduct Group documents 

should take full responsibility for their 

conduct, including considering 

resignation from their office where 

appropriate, in order to prevent further 

erosion of trust in representatives of the 

European Union and its Member States; 

Or. en 
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4.7.2016 A8-0223/28 

Amendment  28 

Fabio De Masi, Paloma López Bermejo, Merja Kyllönen, Barbara Spinelli, Rina Ronja 

Kari, Marisa Matias 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Report A8-0223/2016 

Jeppe Kofod, Michael Theurer 

Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) 

2016/2038(INI) 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 84 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

84. Notes that further work is needed on 

access to documents of the Member States, 

the Commission and the Code of Conduct 

Group; reiterates that further analysis of 

the documents already made available to 

Parliament is needed in order to adequately 

gauge the need for further political action 

and policy initiatives; calls on the 

upcoming committee of inquiry to continue 

this work and adopt a different format from 

that of the Special Committee, following 

more closely the model of an interrogative 

committee such as the Public Accounts 

Committee in the UK; 

84. Notes that further work is needed on 

access to documents of the Member States, 

the Commission and the Code of Conduct 

Group; reiterates that further analysis of 

the documents already made available to 

Parliament is needed in order to adequately 

gauge the need for further political action 

and policy initiatives; underlines that 

exchanges should be held with political 

representatives of Member States, with a 

view to discussing and assessing Member 

States’ tax policies and political positions 

in those Council fora dealing with tax 

matters, both of which have the potential 

to impede necessary coordination, 

cooperation and transparency in 

corporate tax matters in the EU; calls on 

the upcoming committee of inquiry to 

continue this work and adopt a different 

format from that of the Special Committee, 

following more closely the model of an 

interrogative committee such as the Public 

Accounts Committee in the UK; 

Or. en 

 

 


