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Proposal for a regulation (COM(2015)0220 – C8-0131/2015 – 2015/0112(COD))

_____________________________________________________________

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4a) Impact assessments should be 
drawn up and used systematically prior to 
the negotiation of international trade 
agreements or the extension of an 
agreement to cover new States if the 
agreement or extension would have a 
direct impact on the economies of and 
producers in the outermost regions of the 
Union.

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 4 b (new)



PE596.590/ 2

EN

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4b) Ecuador, one of the main producers 
and suppliers of bananas to the Union, 
along with Colombia, is acceding the 
Agreement. The current stabilisation 
mechanism for bananas should therefore 
be extended to Ecuador. However, the 
application of the mechanism has proved 
to be inefficient. Indeed, experience shows 
that the mechanism lacks flexibility, 
hampering its effectiveness. For three 
consecutive years the defined import 
trigger volume for Peru was exceeded, but 
no measure was taken. For those reasons, 
changes need to be made to ensure that 
the applicable procedure is faster and 
simplified in order to improve the 
information flow among the Commission, 
the Member States and the European 
Parliament, in particular by including an 
early warning when 80% of the trigger 
volumes are exceeded and by establishing 
a price observatory.

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 2 a (new) 
Regulation (EU) No 19/2013
Article 1 – point h

Present text Amendment

2a. In Article 1, point (h) is replaced by 
the following:

(h) ‘transitional period’ means 10 years 
from the date of application of the 
Agreement, for a product for which the 
tariff elimination schedules for goods 
originating in Colombia and Peru, as set 
out in Subsections 1 and 2 of Section B of 
Appendix 1 (Elimination of Customs 
Duties) of Annex I to the Agreement 
(‘Tariff Elimination Schedule’) provides 
for a tariff elimination period of less than 
10 years, or the tariff elimination period 

“(h) ‘transitional period’ means 10 years 
from the date of application of the 
Agreement, for a product for which the 
tariff elimination schedules for goods 
originating in Colombia, Ecuador, and 
Peru, as set out in Subsections 1 and 2 of 
Section B of Appendix 1 (Elimination of 
Customs Duties) of Annex I to the 
Agreement (‘Tariff Elimination Schedule’) 
provides for a tariff elimination period of 
less than 10 years, or the tariff elimination 
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plus three years for a product for which the 
Tariff Elimination Schedule provides for a 
tariff elimination period of 10 or more 
years.

period plus three years for a product for 
which the Tariff Elimination Schedule 
provides for a tariff elimination period of 
10 or more years. The transitional period 
shall be applicable to Ecuador upon its 
accession to the Agreement.”

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 4 a (new)
Regulation (EU) No 19/2013
Article 15 – paragraph 2

Present text Amendment

4a. In Article 15, paragraph 2 is 
replaced by the following:

2. A separate annual trigger import 
volume is set for imports of products 
referred to in paragraph 1, as indicated in 
the second and third columns of the table 
in the Annex. Once the trigger volume for 
Colombia or Peru is met during the 
corresponding calendar year, the 
Commission shall, in accordance with the 
urgency procedure referred to in Article 
14(4), adopt an implementing act by which 
it may either temporarily suspend the 
preferential customs duty applied to 
products of the corresponding origin during 
that same year for a period of time not 
exceeding three months, and not going 
beyond the end of the calendar year or 
determine that such suspension is not 
appropriate.

“2. A separate annual trigger import 
volume is set for imports of products 
referred to in paragraph 1, as indicated in 
the second, third and fourth columns of the 
table in the Annex. Once the trigger 
volume for Colombia, Ecuador or Peru is 
met during the corresponding calendar 
year, the Commission shall, in accordance 
with the urgency procedure referred to in 
Article 14(4), adopt an implementing act 
by which it shall temporarily suspend the 
preferential customs duty applied to 
products of the corresponding origin during 
that same year for a period of time not 
exceeding three months, and not going 
beyond the end of the calendar year.”

Justification

The EP and the Council have to get monthly information about banana imports and the 
proceeds in an analysis of the impact of those imports before the threshold is attained. The 
EU-Colombia/Peru agreement provides that: ‘once the trigger volume is met ... the EU party 
may temporarily suspend the preferential customs duty’ (Annex I, Appendix 1, section A). This 
means that the mechanism could be triggered automatically once the trigger volume is met.
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Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 4 b (new)
Regulation (EU) No 19/2013
Article 15 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4b. In Article 15, the following 
paragraph is inserted: 
“2a. The Commission shall inform the 
European Parliament and the Council of 
the trend in banana imports from 
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru and their 
impact on the Union market and Union 
producers. To that end it shall carry out 
an annual analysis, by 1 October every 
year, covering the nine preceding months 
of the past year and shall communicate 
that analysis to the European Parliament 
and the Council.
The analysis shall serve both to gauge the 
risks posed should the market be 
destabilised and to anticipate import 
trends over the rest of the calendar year. 
The Commission shall accordingly, for 
the purposes of the analysis, rely on all 
information obtained during the year, in 
particular relating to European 
production volumes, import volumes, 
selling prices on the European banana 
market, especially in banana-producing 
countries, and prices outside Europe. The 
Commission shall also assess the impact 
on European producers, with particular 
reference to employment levels and 
incomes.
When import volumes reach 80% of the 
triggering threshold for the stabilisation 
mechanism outlined in the Annex to this 
Regulation, for one or more of the States 
Parties to the Agreement, the Commission 
shall formally alert the European 
Parliament and the Council by a written 
procedure and provide them with an 
analysis of the impact of imports on the 
European banana market.”
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Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 4 c (new)
Regulation (EU) No 19/2013
Article 15 – paragraph 3

Present text Amendment

4c. In Article 15, paragraph 3 is deleted. 
“3. When deciding whether measures 
should be applied pursuant to paragraph 
2, the Commission shall take into 
consideration the impact of the imports 
concerned on the situation of the Union 
market for bananas. That examination 
shall include factors such as: effect of the 
imports concerned on the Union price 
level, development of imports from other 
sources, overall stability of the Union 
market.”

Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 4 d (new)
Regulation (EU) No 19/2013
Article 15 – paragraph 3 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4d. In Article 15, the following 
paragraph is inserted:
“3a. To enable imports and the state of 
the European banana market to be 
assessed in greater detail, the Commission 
shall develop accurate statistical tools 
which take account of trends in the 
volume and prices of banana imports, 
including on a monthly basis and with 
particular reference to producing 
countries within the Union. The 
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Commission shall publish on its Internet 
site, and update every three months, price 
trend data for green bananas on the 
European banana market. The 
Commission may convene ad hoc 
monitoring meetings to be attended by 
Member States and stakeholders.”

Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 4 e (new)
Regulation (EU) No 19/2013
Article 15 – paragraph 7 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4e. In Article 15, the following 
paragraph is added:
“7a. The Commission shall submit a 
report to the European Parliament and 
the Council on the application of the 
stabilisation mechanism for bananas by 
1 January 2019. The report shall include 
an assessment of the trend in banana 
imports and their impact on the Union 
market and Union producers. If the report 
identifies serious deterioration or a threat 
of serious deterioration in the state of the 
Union banana market and/or the situation 
of European producers, the Commission 
shall consider taking appropriate 
measures, including accompanying 
compensatory measures.”

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 1 a (new)
Regulation (EU) No 20/2013
Article 15 – paragraph 2

Present text Amendment

1a. In Article 15, paragraph 2 is 
replaced by the following:
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2. A separate annual trigger import 
volume is set for imports of products 
referred to in paragraph 1, as indicated in 
the table in the Annex. The importation of 
the products referred to in paragraph 1 at 
the preferential customs duty rate shall, in 
addition to the proof of origin established 
under Annex II (Concerning the definition 
of the concept of ‘originating products’ and 
methods of administrative co-operation) to 
the Agreement, be subject to the 
presentation of an export certificate issued 
by the competent authority of the Republic 
of the Central American country from 
which the products are exported. Once the 
trigger volume for a Central American 
country is met during the corresponding 
calendar year, the Commission shall, in 
accordance with the urgency procedure 
referred to in Article 14(4), adopt an 
implementing act by which it may either 
temporarily suspend the preferential 
customs duty applied to products of the 
corresponding origin during that same year 
for a period of time not exceeding three 
months, and not going beyond the end of 
the calendar year or determine that such 
suspension is not appropriate.

“2. A separate annual trigger import 
volume is set for imports of products 
referred to in paragraph 1, as indicated in 
the table in the Annex. The importation of 
the products referred to in paragraph 1 at 
the preferential customs duty rate shall, in 
addition to the proof of origin established 
under Annex II (Concerning the definition 
of the concept of ‘originating products’ and 
methods of administrative co-operation) to 
the Agreement, be subject to the 
presentation of an export certificate issued 
by the competent authority of the Republic 
of the Central American country from 
which the products are exported. Once the 
trigger volume for a Central American 
country is met during the corresponding 
calendar year, the Commission shall, in 
accordance with the urgency procedure 
referred to in Article 14(4), adopt an 
implementing act by which it shall 
temporarily suspend the preferential 
customs duty applied to products of the 
corresponding origin during that same year 
for a period of time not exceeding three 
months, and not going beyond the end of 
the calendar year.”

Justification

The EP and the Council have to get monthly information about banana imports and the 
proceeds in an analysis of the impact of those imports before the threshold is attained. The 
EU-Central America agreement provides that: ‘once the trigger volume is met, the EU party 
may temporarily suspend the preferential customs duty’. This means that the mechanism 
could be triggered automatically once the trigger volume is met.

Amendment 10

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 1 b (new)
Regulation (EU) No 20/2013
Article 15 – paragraph 2 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1b. In Article 15, the following 
paragraph is inserted: 
“2a.  The Commission shall inform the 
European Parliament and the Council of 
the trend in banana imports from Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua and Panama and their impact 
on the Union market and Union 
producers. To that end it shall carry out 
an annual analysis, by 1 October every 
year, covering the nine preceding months 
of the past year and shall communicate 
that analysis to the European Parliament 
and the Council.
The analysis shall serve both to gauge the 
risks posed should the market be 
destabilised and to anticipate import 
trends over the rest of the calendar year. 
The Commission shall accordingly, for 
the purposes of the analysis, rely on all 
information obtained during the year, 
including information on European 
production volumes, import volumes, 
selling prices on the European banana 
market, especially in banana-producing 
countries, and prices outside Europe. It 
shall also assess the impact on European 
producers, with particular reference to 
employment levels and incomes.
When import volumes reach 80% of the 
triggering threshold for the stabilisation 
mechanism outlined in the Annex to this 
Regulation, for one or more of the States 
Parties to the Agreement, the Commission 
shall formally alert the European 
Parliament and the Council by a written 
procedure and provide them with an 
analysis of the impact of imports on the 
European banana market.” 
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Amendment 11

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 1 c (new)
Regulation (EU) No 20/2013
Article 15 – paragraph 3

Present text Amendment

1c. In Article 15, paragraph 3 is deleted.
3. When deciding whether measures 
should be applied pursuant to paragraph 
2, the Commission shall take into 
consideration the impact of the imports 
concerned on the situation of the Union 
market for bananas. That examination 
shall include factors such as: effect of the 
imports concerned on the Union price 
level, development of imports from other 
sources, overall stability of the Union 
market.

Amendment 12

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 1 d (new)
Regulation (EU) No 20/2013
Article 15 – paragraph 3 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1d. In Article 15, the following 
paragraph is inserted: 
“3a. To enable imports and the state of 
the European banana market to be 
assessed in greater detail, the Commission 
shall develop accurate statistical tools 
which take account of trends in the 
volume and prices of banana imports, 
including on a monthly basis and with 
particular reference to producing 
countries within the Union. The 
Commission shall publish on its Internet 
site, and update every three months, price 
trend data for green bananas on the 
European banana market. The 
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Commission may convene ad hoc 
monitoring meetings to be attended by 
Member States and stakeholders.”

Amendment 13

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 1 e (new)
Regulation (EU) No 20/2013
Article 15 – paragraph 7 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1e. In Article 15, the following 
paragraph is added:
“7a. The Commission shall submit a 
report to the European Parliament and 
the Council on the application of the 
stabilisation mechanism for bananas by 
1 January 2019. The report shall include 
an assessment of the trend in banana 
imports and their impact on the Union 
market and Union producers. If the report 
identifies serious deterioration or a threat 
of serious deterioration in the state of the 
Union banana market and/or the situation 
of European producers, the Commission 
shall consider taking appropriate 
measures, including accompanying 
compensatory measures.”


