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Symbols for procedures 
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 *** Consent procedure 

 ***I Ordinary legislative procedure (first reading) 

 ***II Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading) 

 ***III Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading) 

 

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Amendments to a draft act 

Amendments by Parliament set out in two columns 
 

Deletions are indicated in bold italics in the left-hand column. Replacements 

are indicated in bold italics in both columns. New text is indicated in bold 

italics in the right-hand column. 

 

The first and second lines of the header of each amendment identify the 

relevant part of the draft act under consideration. If an amendment pertains to 

an existing act that the draft act is seeking to amend, the amendment heading 

includes a third line identifying the existing act and a fourth line identifying 

the provision in that act that Parliament wishes to amend. 

 

Amendments by Parliament in the form of a consolidated text 

 

New text is highlighted in bold italics. Deletions are indicated using either 

the ▌symbol or strikeout. Replacements are indicated by highlighting the 

new text in bold italics and by deleting or striking out the text that has been 

replaced.  

By way of exception, purely technical changes made by the drafting 

departments in preparing the final text are not highlighted. 
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 

on the Council position at first reading with a view to the adoption of a regulation of the 

European Parliament and of the Council repealing Regulation (EEC) No 1192/69 of the 

Council on common rules for the normalisation of the accounts of railway undertakings 

(11197/1/2016 – C8-0424/2016 – 2013/0013(COD)) 

(Ordinary legislative procedure: second reading) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the Council position at first reading (11197/1/2016 – C8-0424/2016), 

– having regard to the opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee of 11 

July 20131, 

– having regard to the opinion of the Committee of the Regions of 8 October 20132, 

– having regard to its position at first reading3 on the Commission proposal to Parliament 

and the Council (COM(2013)0026), 

– having regard to Article 294(7) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

– having regard to Rule 76 of its Rules of Procedure, 

– having regard to the recommendation for second reading of the Committee on Transport 

and Tourism (A8-0368/2016), 

1. Approves the Council position at first reading; 

2. Notes that the act is adopted in accordance with the Council position; 

3. Instructs its President to sign the act with the President of the Council, in accordance 

with Article 297(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union; 

4. Instructs its Secretary-General to sign the act, once it has been verified that all the 

procedures have been duly completed, and, in agreement with the Secretary-General of 

the Council, to arrange for its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union; 

5. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the 

national parliaments. 

                                                 
1 OJ C 327, 12.11.2013, p. 122. 
2 OJ C 356, 5.12.2013, p. 92. 
3 Texts adopted of 26.2.2014, P7_TA(2014)0152. 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

1. The market pillar of the Fourth Railway Package 

The market pillar of the Fourth Railway Package comprises three legislative proposals: 

1. A proposal to amend Directive 2012/34/EU establishing a single European railway area, 

as regards the opening of the market for domestic passenger transport services by rail and 

the governance of the railway infrastructure; 

2. A proposal to amend Regulation 1370/2007 concerning the opening of the market for 

domestic passenger transport services by rail; 

3. A proposal to repeal Regulation 1192/69 on common rules for the normalisation of the 

accounts of railway undertakings. 

2. The Commission proposal for the repeal of Regulation 1192/69 

Regulation 1192/69 on common rules for the normalisation of the accounts of railway 

undertakings, which the Commission is proposing to repeal, allows Member States to 

compensate railway undertakings for the payment of obligations which undertakings of other 

transport modes do not have to support. 

Those obligations may concern, for example, special payments in case of accidents at work, 

which a railway undertaking is obliged to make but in the case of other transport modes are 

borne by the state, pensions for railway workers who usually retire earlier from certain 

arduous jobs, or the payments for costs relating to level crossing facilities. The types of 

compensation for such obligations are divided into 15 categories ("classes") which define the 

specific scope and calculation principles, as included in the different annexes to Regulation 

1192/69. 

Regulation 1192/69 was adopted before the rail market was liberalised and when rail transport 

in Europe was developing primarily within national borders, with integrated companies both 

operating rail services and managing rail infrastructure. At the time, the objective of the 

Regulation was to put railway undertakings and undertakings active in other transport modes 

on an equal footing in bearing social costs or externalities. Moreover, the relationship 

between governments and mostly state-owned railway undertakings was not yet regulated by 

a contractual agreement, and a much more direct link of ownership among the two actors 

existed. Due to its initial intention, the Regulation contains an enumerated list of the former 

state-owned railway companies. This list was adapted several times to take into account the 

accession of new Member States, and today contains 40 companies. 

The Commission states that since 2007 four Member States have regularly made use of this 

Regulation: Belgium, Germany, Ireland and Poland. Out of the 15 classes, payments were 

made in only 3. The Commission is of the opinion that, after several railway packages that 

transformed the rail sector, the Regulation does no longer respect the current legal 

environment and discriminates between those railway undertakings included in the list (and 

thereby eligible for compensation payments) and those excluded from the list. 
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3. The rapporteur's position 

As the Commission states in its proposal, the Regulation does no longer respect the current 

legal environment. The Rapporteur fully shares this opinion with the Commission. The 

Rapporteur also agrees that the current text of the Regulation is discriminatory, as it only 

offers the possibility for compensation to 40 companies specified in the annexes of the 

Regulation. Therefore, maintaining the Regulation in force is not an option, unless the list of 

the railway undertakings would be constantly updated. 

Parliament’s first reading position was adopted on 26 February 2014. Then, the European 

Parliament was in favour of repealing the Regulation but asked for a two-year delay for the 

entry into force of the repeal. 

Following the adoption of Parliament’s first reading position, interinstitutional negotiations 

(aimed at an early second reading agreement) took place, from October 2015 to April 2016, 

under the Luxembourg and the Dutch Presidencies of the Council. After six rounds of 

trilogues, Parliament’s negotiating team reached an agreement with the Council Presidency on 

19 April 2016. The text of the agreement was presented to the Committee on Transport and 

Tourism (TRAN) and approved on 12 July 2016. On the basis of the Committee’s approval, 

the Chair of the TRAN Committee, in his letter to the Chair of the Committee of Permanent 

Representatives (COREPER I), indicated that he would recommend to the Plenary to approve 

the Council’s position at first reading without amendments, provided that it is in conformity 

with the agreement reached between the two institutions. Following legal-linguistic 

verification, the Council adopted its position at first reading on 17 October 2016 in 

accordance with the agreement. 

During the early-second reading negotiations and consultations with stakeholders, the 

Rapporteur found out that there is still need for a transitional period regarding the 

compensations paid for level crossing facilities (Class IV) due to the fact that some Member 

State(s) still use this Regulation as a basis for level crossing facilities compensations. In 

future, Member States may continue to pay compensation for the costs of those facilities on 

the basis of Article 8 of Directive 2012/34/EU. They may, nevertheless, need time to amend 

their national law and administrative provisions to take account of the repeal of Regulation 

1192/69. 

Therefore, the Rapporteur´s recommendation is to follow the Commission`s proposal to 

repeal the Regulation, with the exception of the provisions that apply to the normalisation of 

accounts for Class IV cases covered by Annex IV. Those provisions shall continue to apply 

until 31 December 2017. That would give time to Member States to adapt their national 

legislation concerning the compensations of costs relating to certain level crossing facilities. 

However, the Rapporteur would like to emphasise that all Member States should respect 

earlier legislative acts and proceed with the transposition measures of Directive 2012/34/EU 

without any further delays. 

4. Recommendation 

As Council’s first reading position is in conformity with the agreement reached during the 

interinstitutional negotiations, the Rapporteur recommends endorsing it without amendments. 
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