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Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1a) Pursuant to Article 11 TEU, the 
ECI is an integral part of the venues 
provided to the citizens of the Union to 
exchange their views on all areas of 
Union policy, to participate in a 
transparent, open and regular dialogue 
with the Union’s institutions and to 
ensure that the Union's actions are 
coherent and transparent. In addition, the 
ECI allows citizens of the Union to invite 
the Commission to submit a legislative 
proposal. The ECI requires commitments 
from the Union institutions to make the 
exercise of Union citizens’ rights of as 
effective as possible, but requires those 
citizens to respect the principles and rules 
set out for their engagement in the 
democratic life of the Union, in particular 
those governing the democratic 
functioning of the Union. 
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Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) The European Parliament, in its 
resolution on the European citizens’ 
initiative of 28 October 201525 called on 
the Commission to review Regulation (EU) 
No 211/2011 and Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) No 
1179/2011.

(4) The European Parliament, in its 
resolution on the European citizens’ 
initiative of 28 October 201525 and in the 
context of the preparation of its own-
initiative legislative report 
(2017/2024(INL), called on the 
Commission to review comprehensively 
and to amend as soon as possible 
Regulation (EU) No 211/2011 and 
Commission Implementing Regulation 
(EU) No 1179/2011. 

__________________ __________________
25 2014/2257(INI). 25 2014/2257(INI).

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4a) In the process leading to the 
revision of the ECI, a number of 
organisations and Union bodies, in 
particular the European Economic and 
Social Committee, have helped to fill in 
the gaps in Regulation  (EU) No 
211/20111a, by lending valuable support to 
the ECI organisers,  by providing a 
platform for discussion about 
improvements to that Regulation, and by 
offering institutional mentoring and 
facilitation to the group of organisers, by 
holding hearings at their premises and 
fostering democratic participation within 
the Union. 
___________________
1a Regulation (EU) No 211/2011 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
of 16 February 2011 on the citizens’ 
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initiative (OJ L 65, 11.3.2011).

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) This Regulation aims to make the 
European citizens’ initiative more 
accessible, less burdensome and easier to 
use for organisers and supporters, in order 
to achieve the full potential of the 
European citizens’ initiative as a tool to 
foster debate and citizen participation at 
Union level, and to bring the Union closer 
to its citizens.

(5) This Regulation aims to make the 
European citizens’ initiative more 
accessible, less burdensome and easier to 
use for organisers and supporters, and to 
strengthen its follow-up in order to 
achieve its full potential as a tool to foster 
debate and to encourage as many citizens 
of the Union as possible to influence the 
decision-making process of the Union, by 
bringing it  closer to its citizens and thus 
reinforcing the principle of democracy 
and the democratic functioning of the 
Union.

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) To achieve those objectives, the 
procedures and conditions required for the 
European citizens’ initiative should be 
clear, simple, user-friendly and 
proportionate to the nature of this 
instrument. They should strike a judicious 
balance between rights and obligations.

(6) To achieve those objectives, the 
procedures and conditions required for the 
European citizens’ initiative should be 
effective, transparent, clear, simple, user-
friendly including for persons with 
disabilities and proportionate to the nature 
of this instrument. They should strike a 
judicious balance between rights and 
obligations and ensure that successful 
initiatives receive an appropriate follow-
up from the Commission.

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 10
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) In order to ensure that an initiative is 
representative and to ensure similar 
conditions for citizens to support an 
initiative, it is also appropriate to establish 
the minimum number of signatories 
coming from each of those Member States. 
Those minimum numbers of signatories 
required in each Member State should be 
degressively proportional and correspond 
to the number of Members of the European 
Parliament elected in each Member State, 
multiplied by 750.

(10) In order to ensure that an initiative is 
representative and to ensure similar 
conditions for citizens to support an 
initiative, it is also appropriate to establish 
the minimum number of signatories 
coming from each of those Member States. 
Those minimum numbers of signatories 
required in each Member State should be 
degressively proportional and correspond 
to the number of Members of the European 
Parliament elected in each Member State, 
multiplied by the total number of the 
Members of the European Parliament.

Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) Every citizen of the Union should 
have the right to support an initiative on 
paper or online, under similar conditions 
regardless of the Member State of 
nationality or residence.

(11) In order to make the European 
citizens’ initiative more inclusive and 
visible, for the promotion and diffusion of 
the ECI as well as for the collection of 
signatures it should be possible to use 
regional or minority languages.

Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 13

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13) In order to make the European 
citizens’ initiative more accessible and to 
provide support to citizens and organisers, 
the Commission should provide 
information and assistance to organisers 
and make available an online 
collaborative platform to provide a 
dedicated discussion forum and 
information and advice about the 
European citizens’ initiative. To ensure 
proximity to citizens, Member States 

(13) In order to make the European 
citizens’ initiative more accessible the 
Commission should provide clear, 
accurate and complete information and 
legal and practical support to organisers 
by making available an online 
collaborative platform. The platform 
should provide a dedicated discussion 
forum and information and advice about 
the European citizens’ initiative. It should 
be managed and updated, under the 
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should establish one or more contact 
points in their respective territories to 
provide citizens with information and 
assistance regarding the European 
citizens’ initiative.

administrative control of the Commission, 
by independent organisations and 
external experts with proven experience in 
organisation of ECIs, who should be 
entitled to contribute to the discussion 
forum. To ensure proximity to citizens, 
Member States should establish in their 
respective territories one or more contact 
points accessible to people with disabilities 
to provide citizens with information and 
legal and practical assistance regarding 
the European citizens’ initiative, thus 
raising awareness and fostering the 
debate concerning on-going initiatives at 
national level. Where instruments that are 
similar to the ECI exist at the national 
level, such contact points should be 
closely connected with the services or 
platforms providing support for the use of 
those national instruments. Those contact 
points should operate as one-stop-shops 
designed to help organisers by providing 
exhaustive information as well as specific 
technical and legal advice.

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) In order to make the European 
citizens’ initiative more accessible, and 
taking into account that the procedures and 
conditions required for the European 
citizens’ initiative should be clear, simple, 
user-friendly and proportionate, it is 
appropriate to partially register an initiative 
in cases where only part or parts of the 
initiative meet the requirements for 
registration under this Regulation. 
Initiatives should be partially registered 
where a substantial part of the initiative, 
including its main objectives, does not 
manifestly fall outside the framework of 
the Commission’s powers to submit a 
proposal for a legal act of the Union for the 
purpose of implementing the Treaties and 

(16) In order to make the European 
citizens’ initiative effective and more 
accessible, and taking into account that the 
procedures and conditions required for the 
European citizens’ initiative should be 
clear, simple, user-friendly and 
proportionate, it is appropriate to partially 
register an initiative in cases where only 
part or parts of the initiative meet the 
requirements for registration under this 
Regulation. Initiatives should be partially 
registered where a substantial part of the 
initiative, including its main objectives, 
does not manifestly fall outside the 
framework of the Commission’s powers to 
submit a proposal for a legal act of the 
Union for the purpose of implementing the 
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all the other registration requirements are 
met. Clarity and transparency should be 
ensured as regards the scope of the partial 
registration and potential signatories 
should be informed of the scope of the 
registration and of the fact that statements 
of support are collected only in relation to 
the scope of the registration of the 
initiative.

Treaties and all the other registration 
requirements are met. Clarity and 
transparency should be ensured as regards 
the scope of the partial registration and 
potential signatories should be informed of 
the scope of the registration and of the fact 
that statements of support are collected 
only in relation to the scope of the 
registration of the initiative. The choice to 
proceed to a partial registration of an 
initiative should be without prejudice to 
the Commission's obligation to fully 
justify its decision in that respect.

Amendment 10

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) In order to promote participation and 
public debate on the issues raised by the 
initiatives, where an initiative supported by 
the required number of signatories and 
fulfilling the other requirements of this 
Regulation is submitted to the 
Commission, the group of organisers 
should have the right to present that 
initiative at a public hearing at Union level. 
The public hearing should be co-
organised by the Commission and the 
European Parliament within three months 
from the submission of the initiative and 
ensure a balanced representation of 
relevant public and private interests well 
as the representation at an appropriate level 
of the Commission. Other institutions and 
advisory bodies of the Union as well as 
interested stakeholders should have the 
opportunity to participate in the hearing.

(23) In order to promote participation and 
public debate on the issues raised by the 
initiatives, where an initiative supported by 
the required number of signatories and 
fulfilling the other requirements of this 
Regulation is submitted to the 
Commission, the group of organisers 
should have the right to present that 
initiative at a public hearing at Union level. 
The European Parliament should organise 
that public hearing within three months 
from the submission of the initiative to the 
Commission. The European Parliament 
should ensure a balanced representation of 
the interests of relevant stakeholders, 
including civil society, social partners, 
and experts, as well as the representation 
at an appropriate level of the Council and 
the Commission. Other institutions and 
advisory bodies of the Union, in particular 
the European Economic and Social 
Committee and the Committee of the 
Regions, as well as interested stakeholders 
should have the opportunity to participate 
in the hearing. .

Amendment 11
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Proposal for a regulation
Recital 23 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23a) In order to assess the political 
support for an initiative, the European 
Parliament, which is the institution that 
represents the citizens of the Union, 
should be entitled to hold a debate in 
accordance with its own Rules of 
Procedure, during its plenary session, on 
the actions taken by the Commission to 
follow-up to its communication on 
successfully submitted initiatives. The 
debate could be concluded by the adoption 
of a motion for resolution which could 
also suggest to trigger the mechanism 
provided for in Article 225 TFEU, if the 
Commission does not submit a proposal 
for a legal act.

Amendment 12

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) To ensure the effective participation 
of citizens in the democratic life of the 
Union, the Commission should examine a 
valid initiative and respond to it. The 
Commission should therefore set out its 
legal and political conclusions as well as 
the action it intends to take within a period 
of five months from the receipt of the 
initiative. The Commission should explain 
in a clear, comprehensible and detailed 
manner the reasons for its intended action, 
and should likewise give its reasons if it 
does not intend to take any action.

(24) To ensure the effective participation 
of citizens in the democratic life of the 
Union, the Commission should examine a 
valid initiative which has reached the 
required number of at least one million 
statements of support and respond to it. 
The Commission should therefore set out 
its legal and political conclusions as well as 
the action it intends to take within a period 
of six months from the receipt of the 
initiative. The Commission should explain 
in a clear, comprehensible and detailed 
manner the reasons for its intended action, 
in particular, whether it will submit a 
proposal for a legal act and should 
likewise give its reasons, if it does not 
intend to take any action. A valid initiative 
should be without prejudice to the 
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Commission's right of initiative.

Amendment 13

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 25

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(25) The support and funding for 
initiatives should be transparent. Therefore 
groups of organisers should provide 
updated information on the sources of 
support and funding for their initiatives 
between the date of registration and the 
date at which the initiative is submitted to 
the Commission. Entities, notably 
organisations which under the Treaties 
contribute to forming European political 
awareness and expressing the will of 
citizens of the Union, should be able to 
promote and provide support and funding 
to initiatives, provided that they do so in 
accordance with the procedures and 
conditions laid down by this Regulation 
and with full transparency.

(25) The support and funding for 
initiatives should be transparent and 
accountable. Therefore groups of 
organisers should provide updated and 
detailed information on the sources of 
support and funding for their initiatives 
between the date of registration and the 
date at which the initiative is submitted to 
the Commission. Those groups of 
organisers should report on all of their 
sources of funding on a regular basis, and 
the Commission should make those 
sources clearly apparent on the register. 
Entities, notably organisations which under 
the Treaties contribute to forming 
European political awareness and 
expressing the will of citizens of the 
Union, should be able to promote and 
provide support and funding to initiatives, 
provided that they do so in accordance with 
the procedures and conditions laid down by 
this Regulation and with full transparency. 
In order to enhance the transparency of 
financing of ECI activities and the 
visibility of the ECI as a tool for engaging 
citizens, this Regulation should have its 
own financial Programme. Such a 
financial Programme should contribute to 
the support of the entities and 
organisations promoting citizens 
engagement and participation in the 
democratic life of the Union, in particular 
by raising public awareness about the 
ECI instrument, as a tool to foster 
participatory democracy at Union level 
and to contribute to the financing of 
technical or legal support to be provided 
to ECIs’ organisers free of charge.
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Amendment 14

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 32

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(32) This Regulation respects 
fundamental rights and observes the 
principles enshrined in the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union, in particular Article 8 thereof.

(32) This Regulation 
respects fundamental rights and observes 
the principles enshrined in the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union.

Amendment 15

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

This Regulation establishes the procedures 
and conditions required for an initiative 
inviting the European Commission, within 
the framework of its powers, to submit any 
appropriate proposal on matters where 
citizens of the Union consider that a legal 
act of the Union is required for the purpose 
of implementing the Treaties (the 
‘European citizens’ initiative’ or 
‘initiative’).

This Regulation establishes the procedures 
and conditions required for an initiative 
inviting the European Commission, within 
the framework of its powers, to submit any 
appropriate proposal on matters where 
citizens of the Union consider that a legal 
act of the Union is required for the purpose 
of implementing the Treaties (the 
‘European citizens’ initiative’ or 
‘initiative’).

Amendment 16

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Citizens residing in Member States other 
than those of their nationality shall have 
the right to support an initiative either in 
their Member State of residence or in the 
Member State of which they are nationals.

Amendment 17

Proposal for a regulation
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Article 2 – paragraph 1 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The Member States and the Commission 
shall adopt all the necessary provisions to 
facilitate the exercise by persons with 
disabilities of their right to support a 
citizens' initiative.

Amendment 18

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b)  in at least one quarter of the Member 
States, the number of signatories is at least 
equal to the minimum number set out in 
Annex I, corresponding to the number of 
the Members of the European Parliament 
elected in each Member State, multiplied 
by 750, at the time of registration of the 
initiative.

(b)  in at least one quarter of the Member 
States, the number of signatories is at least 
equal to the minimum number set out in 
Annex I, corresponding to the number of 
the Members of the European Parliament 
elected in each Member State, multiplied 
by the total number of Members of the 
European Parliament, at the time of 
registration of the initiative.

Amendment 19

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. For the purpose of paragraph 1 a 
signatory shall be counted in its Member 
State of nationality.

2. For the purpose of paragraph 1 a 
signatory shall be counted in its Member 
State of nationality irrespective of the 
place where the statement of support was 
signed by the signatory.

Amendment 20

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment
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1. The Commission shall, upon request, 
provide information and assistance about 
the European citizens’ initiative to citizens 
and groups of organisers.

1. The Commission shall, upon request, 
provide to citizens and groups of 
organisers easily accessible, clear, 
accurate and comprehensive information 
about and appropriate expert and legal 
assistance in connection with the European 
citizens’ initiative.

Amendment 21

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The Commission shall make 
available an online collaborative platform 
providing citizens and groups of organisers 
with a discussion forum and information 
and advice about the European citizens’ 
initiative.

2. The Commission shall make 
available an online collaborative platform 
to support the exchange of information 
and best practices between stakeholders 
including groups of organisers, 
independent experts, NGOs and other 
institutions and bodies of the Union.

That platform shall provide citizens and 
groups of organizers with a discussion 
forum and with information as well as 
practical and legal advice about the 
European citizens’ initiative.

The online collaborative platform shall be 
user-friendly and accessible to people with 
disabilities.
It shall be managed and updated, under 
the administrative control of the 
Commission by independent organisations 
and external experts with proven 
experience in organisation of ECIs, which 
may also contribute to the discussion 
forum.
After the publication of this Regulation, 
the Commission shall issue in due time a 
user guide in order to facilitate the 
understanding of the European citizens' 
initiative.

The costs of operating and maintaining the 
online collaborative platform shall be 
borne by the general budget of the 
European Union.

The costs of operating and maintaining the 
online collaborative platform shall be 
borne by the general budget of the 
European Union.
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Amendment 22

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The Commission shall make 
available an online register ('the register') 
allowing groups of organisers to manage 
their initiative throughout the procedure. 
The register shall comprise a public 
website providing information on the 
European citizens’ initiative in general as 
well as on specific initiatives and their 
respective status.

3. The Commission shall make publicly 
available an online register ('the register') 
allowing groups of organisers to manage 
their initiative throughout the procedure. 
The register shall comprise a public 
website providing clear, accurate and 
complete information on the European 
citizens’ initiative in general as well as on 
specific initiatives and their respective 
status, including the number of statements 
of support collected and declared funding 
as communicated by the groups of 
organisers. The Commission shall update 
the register on a regular basis and shall 
record the information submitted by the 
group of organisers in a clearly visible 
and easily accessible way.

Amendment 23

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. After the Commission has registered 
an initiative in accordance with Article 6, it 
shall provide the translation of the content 
of that initiative into all the official 
languages of the Union for its publication 
in the register and its use for the collection 
of statements of support in accordance with 
this Regulation. A group of organisers 
may, in addition, provide translations into 
all the official languages of the Union of 
the Annex for its publication in the register 
and also, as the case may be, of the draft 
legal act referred to in Annex II and 
submitted in accordance with Article 6(2).

4. After the Commission has registered 
an initiative in accordance with Article 6, it 
shall provide the translation of the content 
of that initiative into all the official 
languages of the Union for its publication 
in the register and its use for the collection 
of statements of support in accordance with 
this Regulation. A group of organisers 
may, in addition, request the Commission 
to provide, and to publish in the register, a 
translation into all the official languages of 
the Union of the Annex and, where 
applicable, of the draft legal act referred to 
in Annex II and submitted in accordance 
with Article 6(2), provided that those 
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translations do not exceed the limits set 
out in Annex II. All translations 
exceeding such limits shall remain the 
responsibility of the group of organisers.

Amendment 24

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. Each Member State shall establish 
one or more contact points to provide 
information and assistance to groups of 
organisers in setting up a European 
citizens’ initiative.

6. Each Member State shall establish 
one or more digital and physical dedicated 
ECI contact points to provide practical 
and legal information, advice and 
assistance to groups of organisers who are 
setting up a European citizens’ initiative. 
Each Member State and the Commission 
shall ensure that the contact points closely 
cooperate with the relevant services of the 
Commission and its representations in the 
Member States. The advice shall include 
information on the creation of a legal 
entity in accordance with the national law 
of a Member State, as referred to in 
Article 5(7). The assistance shall be 
available in formats accessible to persons 
with disabilities, free of charge.
The Member States shall encourage 
national, regional and local authorities to 
raise awareness of, and to disseminate 
information on, the European citizens’ 
initiative to their citizens.

Amendment 25

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. An initiative shall be prepared and 
managed by a group of at least seven 
natural persons (the ‘group of organisers’). 
Members of the European Parliament shall 

1. An initiative shall be prepared and 
managed by a group of natural persons (the 
‘group of organisers’). whose number 
shall correspond to at least one quarter of 
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not be counted for the purpose of that 
minimum number.

Member States. Members of the European 
Parliament and Members of national 
parliaments shall not be counted for the 
purpose of that minimum number.

Amendment 26

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. Throughout the organisational 
phase preceding the registration of a 
proposed citizens’ initiative, the 
organisers may request the support of the 
ECI contact points, Europe Direct or of 
the Commission’s ECI services, which 
shall provide full assistance and guidance 
free of charge and act, where possible, as 
one-stop-shops directing the organisers to 
the relevant sources of information as 
well as to services able to provide a 
specific technical and legal advice.

Amendment 27

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The members of the group of 
organisers shall be citizens of the Union, of 
the age to be entitled to vote in elections to 
the European Parliament and residents of at 
least seven different Member States.

2. The members of the group of 
organisers shall be citizens of the Union, of 
the age to be entitled to vote in elections to 
the European Parliament and residents of at 
least one quarter of the Member States.

Amendment 28

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 3 – subparagraph 1 – point e

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) the initiative is not manifestly (e) the initiative is not manifestly 
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contrary to the values of the Union as set 
out in Article 2 of the Treaty on European 
Union.

contrary to the values of the Union as set 
out in Article 2 of the Treaty on European 
Union and rights enshrined in the 
European Charter of Fundamental 
Rights.

Amendment 29

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

In that case, the group of organisers may 
either amend the initiative to take into 
account the Commission's assessment to 
ensure that the initiative is in conformity 
with the requirement laid down in 
paragraph 3(c) or maintain or withdraw the 
initial initiative. The group of organisers 
shall inform the Commission of its choice 
within one month of the receipt of the 
Commission's assessment giving the 
reasons thereof, and shall, as the case may 
be, transmit amendments to the 
information referred to in Annex II to 
replace the initial initiative.

In that case, the group of organisers may 
either amend the initiative to take into 
account the Commission's assessment to 
ensure that the initiative is in conformity 
with the requirement laid down in 
paragraph 3(c) or maintain or withdraw the 
initial initiative. The group of organisers 
shall inform the Commission of its choice 
within two months of the receipt of the 
Commission's assessment giving the 
reasons thereof, and shall, as the case may 
be, transmit amendments to the 
information referred to in Annex II to 
replace the initial initiative.

Amendment 30

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 3 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) partially register the initiative if a 
substantial part of the initiative, including 
its main objectives, does not manifestly fall 
outside the framework of the 
Commission’s powers to submit a proposal 
for a legal act of the Union for the purpose 
of implementing the Treaties;

(b) partially register the initiative if part 
of the initiative does not manifestly fall 
outside the framework of the 
Commission’s powers to submit a proposal 
for a legal act of the Union for the purpose 
of implementing the Treaties;
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Amendment 31

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7. Where it refuses to register or only 
partially registers an initiative in 
accordance with paragraph 4, the 
Commission shall inform the group of 
organisers of the reasons for its decision 
and of all possible judicial and 
extrajudicial remedies available to them.

7. Where it refuses to register or only 
partially registers an initiative in 
accordance with paragraph 4, the 
Commission shall inform the group of 
organisers in full detail of the reasons for 
its decision, enabling the group of 
organisers to make a detailed assessment 
of the grounds for the Commission’s 
refusal, including the suggested legal 
basis or bases. That assessment should 
take into account the information 
contained in the Annex referred to in 
point 8 of Annex II, if available. All 
decisions on refusing to register or to 
partially register an initiative shall be 
published on the website of the European 
citizens’ initiative.

Amendment 32

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 7 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7a. For the purposes of this Article, 
special attention shall be paid to Article 
296(2) TFEU and to Article 41 of the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union.

Amendment 33

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

All statements of support shall be collected 
within a period not exceeding 12 months 
from a date chosen by the group of 

All statements of support shall be 
collected, within a period not exceeding 12 
months from a date chosen by the group of 
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organisers (the 'collection period'), without 
prejudice to Article 11(6). That date must 
be not later than three months from the 
registration of the initiative in accordance 
with Article 6.

organisers (the 'collection period'), without 
prejudice to Article 11(6). That date must 
be not later than six months from the 
registration of the initiative in accordance 
with Article 6.

Amendment 34

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Where the group of organisers wishes to 
terminate the collection of statements of 
support before the end of 12 months after 
the beginning of the collection period, it 
shall inform the Commission of the date at 
which the collection period is to end.

Where, during the collection period, the 
group of organisers wishes to terminate the 
collection of statements of support before 
the end of a period of 12 months, it shall 
inform the Commission of that intention at 
least 10 days before the date at which the 
collection period is to end.

Amendment 35

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

For the purpose of online collection of 
statements of support, the Commission 
shall set-up and operate, by 1 January 
2020, a central online collection system, in 
accordance with Commission Decision 
(EU, Euratom) 2017/46 of 10 January 
2017.

For the purpose of online collection of 
statements of support, the Commission 
shall set-up and operate, by 1 January 
2020, central online collection system, in 
accordance with Commission Decision 
(EU, Euratom) 2017/46 of 10 January 
2017. The use of this system shall be 
voluntary and free of charge for all 
organisers.

Amendment 36

Proposal for a regulation
Article 11 – paragraph 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4a. The group of organisers using other 
certified online collection systems shall 
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have the possibility to use the servers 
operated by the Commission free of 
charge.
Where statements of support are collected 
online, the data obtained through the 
online collection system shall be stored in 
the territory of the European Union.

Amendment 37

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. When the Commission receives a 
valid initiative in respect of which the 
statements of support have been collected 
and certified in accordance with Articles 8 
to 12, it shall publish without delay a 
notice to that effect in the register and 
transmit the initiative to the European 
Parliament, the Council, the European 
Economic and Social Committee and the 
Committee of the Regions.

1. When the Commission receives a 
valid initiative in respect of which the 
statements of support have been collected 
and certified in accordance with Articles 8 
to 12, it shall publish without delay a 
notice to that effect in the register and 
transmit the initiative to the European 
Parliament, the Council, the European 
Economic and Social Committee, the 
Committee of the Regions, as well as to 
national parliaments.

Amendment 38

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Within three months after the submission 
of the initiative, the group of organisers 
shall be given the opportunity to present 
the initiative at a public hearing.

Within three months after the submission 
of the initiative, the group of organisers 
shall be given an opportunity to present the 
initiative at a public hearing in the 
European Parliament, in the interest of 
generating a Union-wide public debate on 
the proposed initiative. The debate shall 
involve stakeholders representing diverse 
interests.
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Amendment 39

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

TThe Commission and the European 
Parliament shall co-organize the public 
hearing at the European Parliament. 
Representatives of the other institutions 
and advisory bodies of the Union, as well 
as interested stakeholders, shall be given 
the opportunity to participate in the 
hearing.

The European Parliament shall organise 
the public hearing at its premises. 
Representatives of the Council, the 
Commission, the European Economic 
Social Committee and the Committee of 
the Regions, as well as of other institutions 
and advisory bodies of the Union, 
representatives of civil society, social 
partners, and other interested 
stakeholders, including national 
parliaments, shall be given the opportunity 
to participate in the hearing. The hearing 
shall be web-streamed and thereafter 
publically available on the ECI website. 

Amendment 40

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The hearing shall pursue the public 
interest. The exclusive objective of the 
hearing is to inform exhaustively about 
the content and aims of an initiative.

Amendment 41

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 2 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The hearing shall be intended to provide 
the group of organisers with a forum to 
present their initiative by means of a 
detailed presentation of its purpose and 
the suggested concrete legislative goals.



PE635.375/ 20

EN

Amendment 42

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The Commission and the European 
Parliament shall ensure a balanced 
representation of relevant public and 
private interests.

In order to encourage an inclusive public 
debate on the proposed initiative, the 
European Parliament shall ensure a 
balanced representation of relevant 
stakeholders, including public and private 
interests, as well as the representation of 
institutions and advisory bodies of the 
Union.

Amendment 43

Proposal for a regulation
Article 14 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The Commission shall be represented 
in the hearing at an appropriate level.

3. The Commission and Council shall 
be represented in the hearings at an 
appropriate level. The presence of at least 
one member of the College of 
Commissioners shall be assured.

Amendment 44

Proposal for a regulation
Article 15 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Within one month of the submission 
of the initiative, the Commission shall 
receive the group of organisers at an 
appropriate level to allow them to explain 
in detail the matters raised by the initiative.

1. Within one month of the submission 
of a valid initiative in respect of which 
statements of support have been collected 
and certified in accordance with Articles 8 
to 12, the Commission shall receive the 
group of organisers at an appropriate level 
to allow them to explain in detail the 
purpose of the initiative.

Amendment 45
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Proposal for a regulation
Article 15 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Within five months after the publication of 
the initiative in accordance with Article 
14(1), and after the public hearing referred 
to in Article 14(2), the Commission shall 
set out in a communication its legal and 
political conclusions on the initiative, the 
action it intends to take, if any, and its 
reasons for taking or not taking action.

Within six months after the publication of 
the initiative in accordance with Article 
14(1), and after the public hearing referred 
to in Article 14(2), the Commission shall 
set out in a communication full details of 
its legal and political conclusions on the 
initiative, the action it intends to take, and 
an exhaustive and clear statement of the 
reasons for taking or not taking action, in 
accordance with the principle of good 
administration. 

Amendment 46

Proposal for a regulation
Article 15 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The Commission and the group of 
organisers may inform the signatories on 
the response to the initiative in accordance 
with Article 17 (2) and (3).

3. The Commission and the group of 
organisers shall inform the signatories on 
the response to the initiative in accordance 
with Article 17(2) and (3), where such 
data have been collected.

Amendment 47

Proposal for a regulation
Article 15 – paragraph 3 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3a. In the event of a successful citizens’ 
initiative, with due regard to Article 15(2) 
of this Regulation and if proposed in the 
communication, the Commission shall, 
within 12 months after the publication of 
the initiative, submit to the European 
Parliament and to the Council a proposal 
for a legal act in response to the initiative. 
For the purposes of this Article, special 
attention shall be paid to Article 296(2) 
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TFEU and to Article 41 of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union. The Commission shall keep the 
group of organisers updated on its 
activities in relation to the initiative as 
well as on any further development of the 
initiative after  its official communication 
on the ECI.

Amendment 48

Proposal for a regulation
Article 15 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 15a
Follow-up to successful citizens' 

initiatives by the European Parliament
After the 12 month period referred to in 
Article 15(2), the European Parliament 
shall assess the  actions taken by the 
Commission in order to follow-up to its 
communication on the ECI In particular, 
it  may hold a plenary debate on this 
issue, in accordance with its Rules of 
Procedure.
Such debates may be concluded by the 
adoption of a motion for resolution If the 
Commission does not submit a proposal 
for a legal act, the European Parliament 
may decide to exercise the right conferred 
on it under Article 225 TFEU.

Amendment 49

Proposal for a regulation
Article 16 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The group of organisers shall provide, for 
the publication in the register, and as the 
case may be on their campaign website, 
information on the sources of support and 
funding for the initiative exceeding 500 

The group of organisers shall provide, for 
the publication in the register, and as the 
case may be on their campaign website, 
clear, accurate and comprehensive 
information on the sources of support and 
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euros per sponsor. funding for the initiative exceeding 500 
euros per sponsor. Sponsors and 
corresponding amounts shall be clearly 
identifiable.
The group of organisers shall also 
communicate the names of the 
organisations assisting them on a 
voluntary basis, where such support is not 
economically quantifiable.

Amendment 50

Proposal for a regulation
Article 16 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The Commission shall be entitled to 
perform random checks on the 
information submitted in respect of the 
sources of support and funding, to assess 
the quality of the information provided 
and to request additional clarifications 
from the groups of organisers. Such 
checks shall aim to ensure transparency 
of funding and other support provided to 
groups of organisers and shall be carried 
out in an effective, impartial and 
proportionate manner. 
Sources of support and funding shall 
mean any offering of financial means or 
credit offering, any offering in kind, the 
provision below market value of any 
goods, services (including loans and 
provision of personnel) or works, or any 
other transaction which provides an 
economic advantage, with the exception 
of support carried out on a voluntary 
basis by individuals.

Amendment 51

Proposal for a regulation
Article 16 – paragraph 2 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment
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The Commission shall ensure full 
transparency of funding and sponsorship 
information through quality checks, alerts 
and complaints system so as to ensure that 
funding and sponsorship information 
provided by ECI organisers are correct.

Amendment 52

Proposal for a regulation
Article 16 – paragraph 2 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

In order to support the organisation of 
citizens' initiatives annual appropriation 
shall be allocated in the Union's Budget.

Amendment 53

Proposal for a regulation
Article 17 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The Commission shall raise public 
awareness about the existence of the 
European citizens’ initiative through 
communication activities and information 
campaigns, thereby contributing to 
promoting the active participation of 
citizens in the political life of the Union.

1. The Commission, the European 
Parliament, the Council and the Member 
States shall raise public awareness about 
the existence, goals and functioning of the 
European citizens’ initiative through 
communication activities,  information and 
publicity campaigns In doing so, the 
Commission shall make use inter alia 
digital platforms, social media and online 
technologies to reach out and engage with 
citizens.

Amendment 54

Proposal for a regulation
Article 17 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

For the purposes of communication and 
information activities regarding the 

For the purposes of communication and 
information activities regarding the 
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initiative concerned and subject to consent 
by a signatory, his or her email address 
may be collected by a group of organisers 
or by the Commission.

initiative concerned and subject to explicit 
consent by a signatory, his or her email 
address may be collected by a group of 
organisers or by the Commission.

Amendment 55

Proposal for a regulation
Article 17 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. The Commission shall also actively 
communicate about the ECI and its use in 
connection with other actions designed to 
promote the involvement of citizens in the 
activities of the Union, as well as when 
promoting Union citizenship and citizens' 
rights and within the communication on 
the activities of the Europe for Citizens 
Programme.

Amendment 56

Proposal for a regulation
Article 18 – paragraph -1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

-1. In processing personal data 
pursuant to this Regulation, the group of 
organisers of a citizens’ initiative or, if 
applicable, the legal entity created by 
them, and the competent authorities of the 
Member State shall comply with 
Regulation (EU) No 2016/679.

Amendment 57

Proposal for a regulation
Article 18 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. The group of organisers or, if 
applicable, the legal entity created by 
them, shall ensure that personal data 



PE635.375/ 26

EN

collected for the purposes of a citizens’ 
initiative are not used for any purpose 
other than to express support for that 
initiative.

Amendment 58

Proposal for a regulation
Article 24 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The Commission shall periodically review 
the functioning of the European citizens' 
initiative and present a report to the 
European Parliament and the Council on 
the application of this Regulation no later 
than five years from the date of application 
of this Regulation, and every five years 
thereafter. The reports shall be made 
public.

The Commission shall periodically review 
the functioning of the European citizens' 
initiative and present a report to the 
European Parliament and the Council on 
the application of this Regulation no later 
than three years from the date of 
application of this Regulation, and every 
three years thereafter. The reports shall be 
made public.

Amendment 59

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The content of the initiative on which 
the Commission is invited to act, in no 
more than 1000 characters;

2. The content of the initiative on which 
the Commission is invited to act, in no 
more than 1 200 characters without spaces; 
(adjusted mean per language);

Amendment 60

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – point 8 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Provided that the content of an Annex 
consists of less than 5000 characters 
(adjusted mean per language), the group 
of organisers can request the Commission 
to translate it into all official languages of 
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the Union.


