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Prolongation of the transitional use of means other than the electronic data-processing 
techniques provided for in the Union Customs Code

Proposal for a regulation (COM(2018)0085 – C8-0097/2018 – 2018/0040(COD))

_____________________________________________________________

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5a) The shift to a complete use of 
electronic systems for interactions 
between economic operators and customs 
authorities, and between customs 
authorities, will enable the simplifications 
provided for in the Code to take full effect, 
resulting in an improved exchange of 
information between actors, a more 
effective registration of the arrival, transit 
and exit of goods, a centralised customs 
clearance and harmonised customs 
controls throughout the customs territory 
of the Union, thereby reducing 
administrative costs, red tape, error fraud 
in customs declarations and harmful port-
shopping.

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 6
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) There are many challenges in 
setting up all the necessary electronic 
systems by 2020 both for the Commission 
and for the Member States. First, in some 
cases, harmonising the data elements on 
the basis of internationally accepted data 
models as required by the Code demands a 
full reprogramming of existing electronic 
systems and investments both in financial 
terms and in terms of time that are greater 
than foreseen at the time of adoption of 
the Code. Second, as the electronic 
systems are closely interlinked, introducing 
them in the right order is important. Delays 
in the development of one system will 
therefore unavoidably lead to delays in the 
development of others. Third, the Code 
(including the end date for transitional 
measures on 31 December 2020) was 
adopted in 2013 while the rules 
supplementing and implementing it, 
namely Commission Delegated Regulation 
(EU) 2015/244610, Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 
2015/244711 and Commission Delegated 
Regulation (EU) 2016/34112, were only 
adopted in 2015 and 2016. The discussions 
on those rules took much longer than 
expected and this has caused a delay in 
setting out the functional and technical 
specifications necessary for the 
development of the electronic systems.

(6) Setting up electronic systems 
requires the Commission and the Member 
States to harmonise the data elements on 
the basis of internationally accepted data 
models, as required by the Code, in some 
cases to fully reprogramme existing 
electronic systems and to make 
investments both in financial terms and in 
terms of time. Member States prioritise 
adaptation differently, which has led to 
differences in the timing of 
implementation of systems in Member 
States. As the electronic systems are 
closely interlinked, introducing them in the 
right order is important. Delays in the 
development of one system will therefore 
unavoidably lead to delays in the 
development of others. The Code 
(including the end date for transitional 
measures on 31 December 2020) was 
adopted in 2013 while the rules 
supplementing and implementing it, 
namely Commission Delegated Regulation 
(EU) 2015/244610, Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 
2015/244711 and Commission Delegated 
Regulation (EU) 2016/34112, were only 
adopted in 2015 and 2016, and this has 
caused a delay in setting out the functional 
and technical specifications necessary for 
the development of the electronic systems.

_________________ _________________
10 Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 
2015/2446 of 28 July 2015 supplementing 
Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council as 
regards detailed rules concerning certain 
provisions of the Union Customs Code 
(OJ L 343, 29.12.2015, p. 1). 

10 Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 
2015/2446 of 28 July 2015 supplementing 
Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council as 
regards detailed rules concerning certain 
provisions of the Union Customs Code 
(OJ L 343, 29.12.2015, p. 1).

11 Commission Implementing Regulation 
(EU) 2015/2447 of 24 November 2015 
laying down detailed rules for 
implementing certain provisions of 
Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 of the 

11 Commission Implementing Regulation 
(EU) 2015/2447 of 24 November 2015 
laying down detailed rules for 
implementing certain provisions of 
Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 of the 
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European Parliament and of the Council 
laying down the Union Customs Code 
(OJ L 343, 29.12.2015, p. 558).

European Parliament and of the Council 
laying down the Union Customs Code 
(OJ L 343, 29.12.2015, p. 558).

12 Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 
2016/341 of 17 December 2015 
supplementing Regulation (EU) No 
952/2013 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council as regards transitional rules 
for certain provisions of the Union 
Customs Code where the relevant 
electronic systems are not yet operational 
and amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 
2015/2446 (OJ L 69, 15.3.2016, p. 1).

12 Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 
2016/341 of 17 December 2015 
supplementing Regulation (EU) No 
952/2013 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council as regards transitional rules 
for certain provisions of the Union 
Customs Code where the relevant 
electronic systems are not yet operational 
and amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 
2015/2446 (OJ L 69, 15.3.2016, p. 1).

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) It has become evident that, while 
most systems will be deployed by 2020, 
others can only be partially completed by 
that date.

(7) Although Article 278 of the Code set 
a single deadline of 31 December 2020 for 
the deployment of all the systems referred 
to in that Article, and despite the efforts 
made by the Union and some of the 
Member States, at budgetary and 
operational levels, to complete the work 
within the time limit given, it has become 
evident that some systems can only be 
partially deployed by that date, which 
implies that non-electronic systems will 
continue in use beyond that date, and in 
the absence of legislative amendments 
extending that deadline, companies and 
customs authorities will be unable to 
perform their duties and legal obligations 
as regards customs operations.

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 10 a (new)



PE635.379/ 4

EN

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10a) In order to enable the European 
Parliament and the Council to monitor 
the deployment of all the electronic 
systems necessary for the application of 
the provisions of the Code referred to in 
Article 278 of the Code, the Commission 
should regularly report on the progress 
made and on the attainment of interim 
objectives within the planned schedule, to 
which end the relevant administrations of 
the Member States should facilitate 
regularly the appropriate information to 
the Commission. Once all electronic 
systems are operational, the Commission 
should assess whether they are fit for 
purpose through a fitness check to be 
carried out within one year of the first 
date on which they are all operational.

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 1
 Regulation (EU) 952/2013
Article 278 – paragraph 2 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Means other than the electronic data-
processing techniques referred to in Article 
6(1) may be used on a transitional basis, 
until 31 December 2025 at the latest, 
where the electronic systems which are 
necessary for the application of the 
following provisions of the Code are not 
yet operational:

2. Until 31 December 2023 at the 
latest, means for the storage and 
exchange of information other than the 
electronic data-processing techniques 
referred to in Article 6(1) may be used on a 
transitional basis, where the electronic 
systems which are necessary for the 
application of the following provisions of 
the Code are not yet operational:

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 1
Regulation (EU) 952/2013
Article 278 – paragraph 2 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. Not later than one year after the 
entry into force of Regulation (EU) 
2018[XXX]+ and every year thereafter 
until the date when the electronic systems 
referred to in paragraph 1 and 2 of this 
Article become fully operational, the 
Commission shall submit an annual 
report to the European Parliament and to 
the Council on progress in developing 
these electronic systems. For that purpose, 
the Member States shall provide the 
Commission with updated information in 
due time.
_______________
+ OJ: Please insert the number of this 
amending Regulation in the text and the 
title, date and publication reference of this 
amending Regulation in the footnote.


