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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission’s proposed increase in appropriations for Heading 3 of 9,75 % 
in commitment appropriations and 17,1 % in payment appropriations as compared to the 
2015 budget; notes that this increase is not unexpected, as it merely reflects the new needs 
of the multiannual programmes which are entering the phase of full-speed 
implementation; notes that the Commission does not leave any margin for unexpected 
needs in Heading 3 and proposes the mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument for EUR 
124 million in order to respond to the current asylum and migration crisis;

2. Welcomes in particular the proposed increase in the ‘Europe for Citizens’ programme of 
4,1 % in commitment appropriations and 30 % in payment appropriations as compared to 
the 2015 budget, as this programme is vital to civic participation in the democratic process 
in Europe;

3. Is pleased to see additional financing for communication actions amounting to an increase 
of 8,9 % in commitment appropriations and 11,28 % in payment appropriations as 
compared to the 2015 budget, as this includes the actions the Commission is launching to 
reach out to European citizens, gain their trust and foster their understanding of Union 
politics and policies;

4. Warns the Council against any unjustified cuts in the areas of citizenship and 
communication, as these programmes are vital to establishing a relationship with 
European citizens based on understanding and trust;

5. Regards the European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) as a central instrument for participatory 
democracy in the EU and considers it regrettable that European citizens are still facing 
significant hurdles in exercising their right to launch such an initiative; insists that the 
visibility of this instrument be improved by placing it on a separate budgetary line under 
the line of ‘Europe for citizens’ and equipping it, together with its underlying 
communication strategy, with sufficient funding to meet its objectives and to facilitate 
citizens’ access to this valuable tool of participatory democracy;

6. Insists, with regard to Parliament’s budget, that sufficient funding be ensured for 
communication programmes promoting interaction with citizens and informing them of 
Parliament’s activities, and that information exchange measures with national parliaments 
be strengthened.



PE557.335v02-00 4/4 AD\1068123EN.doc

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE

Date adopted 6.7.2015

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

18
2
0

Members present for the final vote Mercedes Bresso, Fabio Massimo Castaldo, Pascal Durand, Danuta 
Maria Hübner, Ramón Jáuregui Atondo, Constance Le Grip, Jo Leinen, 
Morten Messerschmidt, Maite Pagazaurtundúa Ruiz, Paulo Rangel, 
György Schöpflin, Pedro Silva Pereira, Claudia Tapardel, Josep-Maria 
Terricabras

Substitutes present for the final vote Gerolf Annemans, Pervenche Berès, Andrej Plenković, Cristian Dan 
Preda, Viviane Reding, Helmut Scholz

Substitutes under Rule 200(2) present 
for the final vote

Ashley Fox


