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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Recalls that the common security and defence policy (CSDP), as provided for in Articles 
24(1) and 42(2) of the Treaty on European Union (TEU), shall include the progressive 
framing of a common Union defence policy that will lead to a future common defence, 
when the European Council, acting unanimously, so decides;

2. Emphasises that security is one of the main issues that citizens expect the European Union 
to address and that combating the threat of terrorism is an additional reason to establish an 
effective common European security and defence policy; considers that more needs to be 
done to tap the Lisbon Treaty’s potential to establish a comprehensive framework on 
strategic interests, in order for security and defence decisions to be taken by qualified 
majority, excluding measures with military or defence implications; calls on the Council 
and the Commission to place common European security and defence on an institutional 
footing by strengthening a comprehensive EU approach to external conflicts and crises, 
involving the various stakeholders and instruments more closely at all stages;

3. Emphasises the importance of achieving the objectives of the CSDP to strengthen the 
Union’s operational capacity to act externally for peace-keeping, conflict prevention, 
humanitarian crisis response and strengthening international security as provided for in the 
TEU and in accordance with the principles of the United Nations Charter; notes that this is 
more necessary than ever in a rapidly deteriorating security environment, in an 
international context fraught with terrorist attacks and fear on the part of European 
citizens;

4. Stresses that human rights protection contributes to peace and security globally; highlights 
the key role of the EU in upholding the principles enshrined in international human rights 
law, in particular the principles of universality and indivisibility of human rights;

5. Notes that Article 42 TEU states that the CSDP shall not prejudice the specific character 
of the security and defence policy of certain Member States and their commitments under 
NATO obligations;

6. Calls on the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (VP/HR) and the Member States to use the full 
potential of the TEU, especially Article 44 on the implementation of a CSDP task by a 
group of Member States and Articles 42(6) and 46 on permanent structured cooperation 
with regard to a faster, more flexible and more effective deployment of CSDP missions 
and operations; welcomes the activation of Article 42(7) TEU on the mutual defence 
clause in 2015; emphasises the possibility of invoking the solidarity clause in the event 
that a Member State is subject to a terrorist attack in accordance with Article 222(1) 
TFEU;

7. Stresses Parliament’s important role in supervising policies and institutional structures, 
including in the field of the CSDP; calls therefore for parliamentary oversight mechanisms 
to be increased in the next revision of the EU Treaties by, inter alia, establishing the need 
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to consult Parliament when setting out the objectives and analysing the risks prior to 
decisions on new CSDP missions and operations, and on its strategic review;

8. Calls on the Council, the Commission and the VP/HR to ensure, as provided for in the 
TEU, consistency between the different areas of external action and to address these areas 
through a global and comprehensive approach, and to broaden the scope of EU civilian 
missions to directly support development objectives, inter alia by focusing on 
demobilisation, disarmament and the reintegration of former combatants; calls, 
furthermore, for information to be provided to Parliament on a much more regular basis to 
facilitate parliamentary scrutiny of external action, including in relation to the negotiation 
and conclusion of international agreements at all stages of the process;

9. Calls for the establishment of the Council of Defence Ministers format and the setting up 
of a permanent strategic civil-military headquarters with a permanent military operational 
component; underlines the role of the European Defence Agency in capability 
development; calls on the EDA to fully exploit its Treaty mandate;

10. Emphasises the need to make the financial rules for external action more flexible in order 
to avoid delays in the operational disbursement of funds and to step up the capacity to 
respond to crises in a speedy and effective way;

11. Welcomes the Global Strategy for the European Union’s Foreign and Security Policy 
presented by the VP/HR, which constitutes a cohesive framework for priorities for action 
in the field of foreign policy and for defining future developments in security and defence 
policy; reiterates its support for the adoption of a White Book on defence to build upon 
the EU Global Strategy; underlines that the White Book should be based on an accurate 
joint appraisal of the existing military capabilities of the Member States, with a view to 
establishing genuine cooperation and cohesion between the Member States;

12. Stresses the need to strengthen the defence policy in the EU as a pillar within NATO and 
calls for a comprehensive EU-NATO political and military partnership, which remains 
vitally important for the European security architecture, while enabling the Union to act 
autonomously in operations abroad, mainly with a view to stabilising its neighbourhood; 
reiterates in this regard that EU-NATO relations should be based on complementarity and 
cooperation at all levels, with a view to addressing common security challenges, capacity 
development and contingency planning for hybrid threats;

13. Welcomes the statement made by the VP/HR at the Gymnich informal meeting of EU 
foreign ministers on 2 September 2016, which again referred to the ‘window of 
opportunity’ for solid progress to be made among Member States in the field of defence;

14. Calls for the EU to create a supervisory body and appropriate structures within Parliament 
for permanent scrutiny of Member States’ compliance with the EU Common Position on 
arms exports.
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