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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Notes the Commission’s proposed decrease in appropriations for Heading 3 of 18,9 % in 

commitment appropriations and 21,7 % in payment appropriations as compared to the 

2017 budget, which is still slightly above the initially programmed amount for this year; 

notes that the Commission leaves no margin in Heading 3 and proposes the mobilisation 

of the Flexibility Instrument for EUR 817,1 million in order to maintain sufficient 

migration and security funding for 2018; 

2. Welcomes, in particular, the proposed increase of 4,2 % in commitment appropriations 

and 8,6 % in payment appropriations for the ‘Europe for Citizens’ programme and the 

1,2% increase in commitment appropriations for the “Rights, Equality and Citizenship” 

programme, as compared to the 2017 budget, since these programmes contribute to the 

enhancement of overall civic participation in Union politics and the exercise of the rights 

deriving from Union citizenship; in this regard, commits itself to strengthening, together 

with the Commission, the structural dialogue between the EU Institutions and 

organisations representing European civil society; 

3. Notes a decrease of EUR 100 000 in the commitment appropriations for the European 

Citizens Initiative (ECI), and points to the need to ensure sufficient funding to promote the 

use of this instrument, which is a valuable tool of participatory democracy; 

4. Notes the increase in funding for communication actions by 0,2 % in commitment 

appropriations and 2,1 % in payment appropriations, and regrets that the increase is not 

more substantial, especially in view of the significance of the year 2018 for 

communication with citizens in preparation for the European elections in 2019 and in 

view of the link between such funding and ensuring a broad public debate and  the  

involvement of citizens and national parliaments in the discussion on the future of Europe 

in reaction to the Commission’s White Paper presented earlier this year; 

5. Calls on its Bureau and on the Commission to bring about an adequate increase in the 

resources of the Transparency Unit within the European Parliament and the Joint 

Transparency Register Secretariat; 

6. Deplores the fact that the Commission continuously uses money from existing budget 

lines to finance newly created funds, which are outside the Union budget and which are 

therefore not subject to parliamentary scrutiny; 

7. Stresses the need for a coherent budgetary approach to the provision of information about 

the relevance of the European elections; calls therefore for a campaign to inform citizens 

about Parliament’s role as the institution that represents them directly at European level, 

about their electoral rights, about the European dimension of their vote and about the link 

between their vote and the election of the Commission President. 
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