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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that, under Article 3(5) of the Treaty on European Union (TEU), the aim of the 
EU in its relations with the wider world is to contribute to solidarity and to the sustainable 
development of the Earth, as well as to the strict observance and the development of 
international law; notes that, under Article 191(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union (TFEU), EU policy on the environment shall promote measures at 
international level to combat climate change;

2. Acknowledges the fundamental importance of a stable climate system for food security, 
energy production, water and sanitation, infrastructure, the preservation of biodiversity 
and terrestrial and marine ecosystems, and peace and prosperity globally; acknowledges 
the danger of inaction on mitigating climate change, and stresses the urgent need to reach 
an agreement at the 21st Conference of the Parties (COP21) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), to be held in Paris (Paris Climate 
Conference);

3. Acknowledges the importance of acting against climate change and the potential stability 
and security threat it poses, as well as the importance of climate diplomacy, with a view to 
the Paris Climate Conference; calls on the European External Action Service (EEAS) to 
step up diplomacy on climate policy goals in order to build support for a comprehensive, 
ambitious, transparent, dynamic and legally binding agreement to limit global warming to 
2°C; stresses, in accordance with the climate and international obligations and the 
principles of the UNFCCC, the importance of the EU as an important player in climate 
diplomacy, and emphasises the need to speak with one voice; calls in this context for the 
enhancement of the intra-European dialogue with a view to coming up with common 
position, in particular in regard to the key points of negotiations; calls on the Member 
States to coordinate their positions in this regard with those of the EU; underlines that the 
EU and the Member States have an enormous foreign policy capacity, and must show 
leadership in the area of climate diplomacy and mobilise this network in order to find 
common ground on the main topics to be agreed on in Paris, namely mitigation, 
adaptation, finance, technology development and transfer, transparency of action and 
support, and capacity-building; calls on the parties involved in the environmental aspects 
of EU trade negotiations, and especially the ongoing Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) negotiations, to take account of the conclusions of the Paris Climate 
Conference;

4. Stresses that climate diplomacy is an integral part of the comprehensive approach to the 
EU’s external action; recognises that climate change will affect countries with varying 
degrees of severity, with the least developed countries being most disproportionately 
affected owing to lack of resources for climate mitigation and adaptation; recognises that 
the transformations of the Arctic represents a major effect of climate change on EU 
security; calls for a policy of prevention in relation to climate change, as well as a debate 
on a forward-looking strategy at EU level to address the strategic and political 
consequences of climate-induced geopolitical instability, allowing the EU to respond to 
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resource-related conflicts stepping up cooperation with countries most afflicted by the 
impacts of climate change;

5. Believes that Parliament should use its role and influence in international parliamentary 
networks to step up efforts to secure an ambitious, legally binding international agreement 
in Paris;

6. Welcomes the action plan for climate diplomacy, which states that the EEAS, the 
Commission and the Member States must together implement a strategic, coherent and 
cohesive climate diplomacy plan throughout 2015; stresses that the Foreign Affairs 
Council conclusions of July 2011 and June 2013 endorsed the joint EEAS and 
Commission non-papers, which identified three strands of action for climate diplomacy, 
and that the action plan must form an integral part of this strategy; highlights the crucial 
role that the EEAS can play in promoting EU positions ahead of and during the Paris 
Climate Conference and in creating mutual understanding between all parties involved 
regarding how to gain international support for climate-resilient development;

7. Underlines the importance of dialogues between the EU and national parliaments, local 
authorities, civil society, the private sector and the media, both within and outside the EU, 
given that those actors play an increasing role in the climate debate; believes these 
dialogues will contribute to a transparent and inclusive agreement;

8. Stresses that the action plan must come with clearly defined objectives and strategies for 
achieving them;

9. Stresses the importance of maintaining human rights at the core of climate action, and 
insists that the Commission and the Member States must ensure that the Paris agreement 
recognises that respect for and protection and promotion of, human rights, encompassing 
inter alia gender equality, full and equal participation of women, and the active promotion 
of a just transition for the workforce, creating decent work and quality jobs for all, 
constitute a prerequisite for effective global climate action;

10. Observes that the parties to the UNFCCC decided at COP18 (Decision 23/CP.18) to adopt 
a goal of gender balance in bodies established pursuant to the UNFCCC and the Kyoto 
Protocol, in order to improve women’s participation and inform a more effective climate 
change policy that addresses the needs of women and men equally, as well as to keep 
track of progress made towards the goal of gender balance in advancing gender-sensitive 
climate policy;

11. Calls on the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy to develop strategic priorities for the external climate 
policy enshrined in the general foreign policy objectives, and to ensure that the EU 
delegations focus more intensively on climate policies and on monitoring countries’ 
efforts to mitigate or adapt to climate change, as well as on providing support in terms of 
capacity-building, and that they have the necessary means to carry out actions on climate 
monitoring issues; calls on the EU to cooperate more closely on climate issues with 
neighbouring and candidate countries, urging the alignment of their policies with the EU 
climate targets; invites the Member States and the EEAS to establish contact points 
focused on climate change in EU delegations and Member States’ embassies;
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12. Recalls that climate change is expected to bring about significant changes in migration 
patterns throughout the developing world; calls on the EU to support communities in the 
developing countries, especially the least developed countries, in their efforts to adapt to 
climate change and develop greater resilience to environmental risks;

13. Stresses that the issue of climate change should be an integral part of development policy 
and that it must be taken into account in the planning of the humanitarian aid and 
development policy budget.
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