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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender 

Equality, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 

motion for a resolution: 

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948, 

– having regard to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women (CEDAW) and the Beijing Platform for Action, 

– having regard to the UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement of 1998 and to the 

nomination by the United Nations Human Rights Council of the Special Rapporteur on 

the human rights of internally displaced persons in November 2016, 

– having regard to the United Nations Human Rights Council Resolution 35/20 of 22 June 

2017 on Human rights and climate change, 

– having regard to UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights,  

– having regard to the Declaration of the Stockholm UN Conference on the Human 

Environment in 1972 and the UN Rio Declaration on environment and development in 

1992,  

– having regard to the Geneva Pledge for Human Rights in Climate Action, 

– having regard to the Joint Africa - EU Strategy, 

– having regard to the EU Gender Action Plan 2016-2020, adopted on 26 October 2015, 

– having regard to the UN doctrine of the ‘responsibility to protect (R2P)’,  

A. whereas the adverse effects of climate change can lead to migration; whereas the 

protection of people who have been internally displaced for environmental reasons has 

not received sufficient attention; whereas the impact of climate change will be felt more 

acutely in least developed countries, in the most vulnerable communities and sensitive 

island regions which are most dependent on natural resources for their livelihoods or 

have the least capacity and insufficient tools to adapt to climate change, – even though 

it is the world’s richest countries that bear the historic responsibility for climate change;  

B. whereas women are more vulnerable to climate change, with women accounting for 

70 % of the 1.2 billion people earning less than one dollar a day; whereas climate 

change exacerbates gender inequalities in relation to, among other aspects, human 

trafficking; whereas women’s limited access to and control over production resources, 

and restricted rights give them fewer opportunities to shape decisions and influence 

policy, as has been officially recognised since the 13th Conference of Parties on climate 

change (COP 13) held in Bali in 2007; 

C. whereas there is a direct link between climate change and its impact on environmental 

degradation, food and water security, access to natural resources , human health, and 

migration, and these phenomena directly or indirectly threaten the full enjoyment of 
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human rights, including the rights to life, water and sanitation, food, health and housing; 

whereas climate change may lead to economic disaster and political and social 

instability which can be a trigger for conflict and climate-induced displacement and 

fleeing; whereas extractive projects in natural areas of special interest can endanger 

local communities and other vulnerable groups, including women, and exacerbate 

climate change; 

D. whereas the negative consequences of climate change undermine a country’s 

development prospects, and compounds already existing (resulting from numerous 

socio-economic, institutional, cultural and political determinants) gender disparities; 

whereas climate change can be seen as a catalyst for environmental and humanitarian 

problems because its adverse effects are directly related to environmental degradation; 

E. whereas equality between women and men is a core principle of the European Union 

and its Member States, and fostering it is one of the Union’s principal objectives; 

whereas climate action is a main priority and decision-makers cannot afford the luxury 

of disregarding the intellectual and active contribution of women; whereas climate 

policy has a direct impact on gender equality and women’s empowerment and women 

are central to solutions for mitigating and adapting to climate challenges;  

F. whereas, according to the UN International Organisation for Migration, 200 million 

people could be displaced due to climate change by 2050; whereas, according to the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Africa and its population is 

particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change exposure; 

G. whereas the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees does not include the 

category of ‘climate refugees’; 

1. Stresses that climate change exacerbates existing inequalities and that women and girls 

are among the most affected by climate change; underlines that people in rural areas in 

developing countries, in particular women, are especially vulnerable, as they are often 

dependent on natural resources, do much of the agricultural work, particularly in food 

production and collecting water and fuel for the family and are very often responsible 

for the bulk of unpaid work in households and communities; underlines that agriculture 

is directly linked to environmental conditions; stresses that women, being in the 

frontline, are the first to face injustice and poverty;  

2. Believes that innovation in agriculture can contribute to the cultivation of agricultural 

crops that are more resilient to climate change, resulting in better and more predictable 

yields and providing higher income levels for farmers, households and local 

communities; 

3. Stresses that climate change requires a gender-sensitive and a human rights-based 

response; calls for the effective participation of women in decision-making processes at 

all levels, including international climate negotiations, with a view to developing 

gender-sensitive responses to address underlying inequalities; stresses the utmost 

importance of education for girls and women in various disciplines to create economic 

opportunities, and the necessity to provide funding for women’s participation in 

international decision-making processes; 
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4. Points out that the empowerment of all women and girls is an explicit goal to be 

achieved across all of the Sustainable Development Goals; insists, in this regard, that 

the Commission and the Member States actively advocate for an increased role of 

women in such negotiations; calls on the international community to take into 

consideration the gender perspective and women’s specific priorities when financing 

initiatives and supporting new technologies to address climate change; fully supports, in 

this regard, entrepreneurship programmes that have been launched and that aim to 

involve the full participation of women; 

5. Stresses the necessity for women to be involved in the implementation and execution of 

environmental policy at national and local level, taking into consideration that the 

knowledge and experience of local women can be used to ensure policy effectiveness; 

6. Notes with concern the climate-related displacement of populations of which women 

with children and young girls constitute the most vulnerable groups, and who are 

exposed to violations of their basic rights; requests that climate-induced displacement 

be taken seriously; is open to a debate on establishing a provision on ‘climate 

migration’; calls for the establishment of a panel of experts to explore this matter at 

international level and urges that the issue of climate migration be placed on the 

international agenda; calls for strengthened international cooperation in order to ensure 

climate resilience; 

7. Calls on the Commission to secure a gender-sensitive approach which ensures that 

women’s rights, the promotion of gender equality and climate justice are mainstreamed 

through its country and regional strategy programmes, the Action Plan on Human 

Rights and Democracy, and its dialogues on human rights with third countries, and calls 

for gender to be included as a general and cross-cutting objective in all climate change 

policies;  

8. Welcomes the UN Women’s Flagship Programming Initiatives and the Global Climate 

Change Alliance’s projects and programmes which create a cross-cutting link between 

gender and climate change; 

9. Welcomes the work of the UN Special Representative on Human Rights and the 

Environment and of the UN Human Rights Council in this area, and calls on the 

Commission and the Member States to support these efforts, including through financial 

assistance. 
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