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Amendment 1
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph –1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1. Recalls that Western Sahara 
remains on the list of non-self-governing 
territories for the purposes of Article 73 of 
the Charter of the United Nations and 
that any engagement with this territory 
must conform with this particular status 
under international law;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph –1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1 a. Recalls that the EU and its 
Member States do not recognise 
Moroccan sovereignty over Western 
Sahara; notes that the Court of Justice of 
the European Union has affirmed the 
separate and distinct status of the territory 
of Western Sahara in relation to any 
State, including the Kingdom of Morocco;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1
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Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls that Morocco is a privileged 
EU partner in the Southern 
Neighbourhood, with which the EU has 
built up a strong and broad partnership 
that covers political, economic and social 
aspects, but also security and migration;

1. Highlights that for over fifty years 
the European Union and Morocco have 
built a rewarding and multi-faceted 
partnership; recalls furthermore that 
Morocco became a privileged EU partner 
in the Southern Neighbourhood, with 
which the EU has built up a strategic
partnership that covers political, economic 
and social aspects, as well as security and 
migration;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls that Morocco is a privileged 
EU partner in the Southern 
Neighbourhood, with which the EU has 
built up a strong and broad partnership that 
covers political, economic and social 
aspects, but also security and migration;

1. Recalls that Morocco is a privileged 
EU partner in the Southern 
Neighbourhood, with which the EU has 
built up a strong and broad partnership that 
covers political, economic and social 
aspects, but also security and migration; 
reiterates, nevertheless, that political, 
economic and trade interests can never 
take priority over respecting and 
upholding human rights and 
international law;

Or. es

Amendment 5
Francisco José Millán Mon

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls that Morocco is a privileged 
EU partner in the Southern 

1. Recalls that Morocco is a privileged 
EU partner in the Southern 
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Neighbourhood, with which the EU has 
built up a strong and broad partnership that 
covers political, economic and social 
aspects, but also security and migration;

Neighbourhood, with which the EU has 
built up a strong and broad partnership that 
covers political, economic and social 
aspects, but also security and migration; 
highlights that Morocco has been 
recognised an advanced status within the 
European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP);

Or. en

Amendment 6
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Recalls that the United Nations 
and the EU and its Member States do not 
recognise the sovereignty of the Kingdom 
of Morocco over Western Sahara; stresses 
that Western Sahara is a separate and 
distinct territory in relation to any State, 
including the Kingdom of Morocco, 
according to the EU Court of Justice;
insists therefore that this fundamental 
aspect of the ECJ ruling is duly taken into 
account in the agreement, including in its 
implementation at technical level;
underlines furthermore that Western 
Sahara is on the United Nations’ list of 
non-self-governing territories and that the 
EU and its Member States must respect 
the legal and political framework 
applicable under international law to such 
territories;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Mirja Vehkaperä

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)



PE629.610v01-00 6/44 AM\1167372EN.docx

EN

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Recalls that the EU and its 
Member States do not recognise the 
sovereignty of the Kingdom of Morocco 
over Western Sahara; underlines that 
Western Sahara is on the United Nations’ 
list of Non-Self-Governing territories;
recalls that the States must respect the 
legal and political framework applicable 
under international law to such 
territories, notably in relation to the 
exploitation of natural resources therein;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Recalls that according to the Court 
of Justice of the European Union in its 10 
December 2015 ruling on Western 
Sahara, the Commission stated during the 
legal proceedings in front of the Court 
that "it does not challenge the "capacity 
as representative of the Sahrawi people 
enjoyed by the Front Polisario which was 
recognised by the UN General Assembly";

Or. en

Amendment 9
Anders Sellström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Stresses that Western Sahara is a 
separate and distinct territory in relation 
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to any State, including the Kingdom of 
Morocco, according to the EU Court of 
Justice; insists therefore that this 
fundamental aspect of the ECJ ruling is 
taken into account in the agreement, 
including in its implementation at 
technical level;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Anders Sellström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 b. Recalls that the United Nations 
and the EU and its Member States do not 
recognise the sovereignty of the Kingdom 
of Morocco over Western Sahara;

Or. en

Amendment 11
Anders Sellström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 c. Recalls the long-standing position 
of the EU in support of the right to self-
determination of the people of Western 
Sahara and of the efforts of the United 
Nations in support of the enjoyment of 
this right by the Saharawi people;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Francisco José Millán Mon
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding
respect for international law, including
human rights, in the territories concerned;

2. Stresses that in this agreement the 
European Union and the Kingdom of 
Morocco expressly reaffirm their 
commitment to applying the protocols in 
accordance with the provisions of the
Association Agreement concerning
respect for fundamental freedoms and
human rights;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Hilde Vautmans, Patricia Lalonde, Jozo Radoš, Javier Nart, Ivo Vajgl, María Teresa 
Giménez Barbat

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned;

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned;

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned; 
in this regard, condemns the human 
rights violations taking place in both 
Occupied Western Sahara and Morocco, 
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and points out that this is in breach of the 
human rights clause, which legally 
speaking is regarded as a key part of the 
trade agreements ratified by the European 
Union;

Or. es

Amendment 15
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned;

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned; 
underlines that the extension of the 
Agreement to cover products from 
the Southern Provinces, could serve as a 
lever for improving socio-economic and 
human rights standards in the region;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned;

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, for the Sahrawi people and
in the territories concerned and to respect 
the judgments handed down by the Court 
of Justice of the European Union;

Or. it
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Amendment 17
Eugen Freund

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned;

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned, 
particularly in Western Sahara;

Or. de

Amendment 18
Gilles Pargneaux

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned;

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned, 
and to comply with the relevant ECJ 
rulings;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Anders Sellström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned;

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in relation to the Sahrawi 
people in the territories concerned;
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Or. en

Amendment 20
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned;

2. Stresses that it is important for this 
agreement to give guarantees regarding 
respect for international law, including 
human rights, in the territories concerned 
and for the Saharawi people;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Deplores the flagrant breaches of 
human rights committed in occupied 
Western Sahara, including infringements 
of the freedom of expression and of 
assembly that the European Commission 
has recognised, the torture and abuse 
reported by political prisoners, unfair 
trials, crackdowns on demonstrations 
(including cases of torture and murder), 
and observers and the international press 
being prevented from freely entering the 
occupied territories; condemns, 
furthermore, the breaches of basic rights 
committed on Moroccan territory: the 
jailing,often following unfair trials, of 
journalists and demonstrators calling for 
social justice and political rights, the 
failure to investigate reports of prisoners 
or detainees being tortured, impunity with 
regard to past breaches of human rights, 
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and the excessive use of force against 
migrants;

Or. es

Amendment 22
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Recalls the obligation under 
article 21 of the Treaty of the European 
Union for the EU and its Member States 
to respect the principles of the United 
Nations Charter and international law;
underlines in this respect that article 2 of 
the UN Charter includes the respect for 
the principle of self-determination of 
peoples; recalls that under this principle, 
the Sahrawi people has the right to the 
permanent sovereignty over their natural 
resources and to the territorial integrity of 
Western Sahara;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Anders Sellström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Recalls the obligation under 
article 21 of the Treaty of the European 
Union for the EU and its Member States 
to respect the principles of the United 
Nations Charter and international law;
underlines in this respect that article 2 of 
the UN Charter includes the respect for 
the principle of self-determination of 
peoples;
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Or. en

Amendment 24
Eugen Freund

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Stresses that, in the view of the 
Court of Justice of the European Union, 
Western Sahara is a separate and 
independent territory; insists, therefore, 
that this fundamental aspect of the ECJ 
ruling be duly taken into account in the 
agreement, including in its 
implementation at technical level;

Or. de

Amendment 25
Hilde Vautmans, Patricia Lalonde, Jozo Radoš, Javier Nart, Ivo Vajgl, María Teresa 
Giménez Barbat

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that this agreement does not 
imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to secure a fair, 
lasting and mutually acceptable settlement 
of the Western Sahara conflict, on the 
basis of the right to self-determination of 
the Sahrawi people and in accordance with 
the relevant UN resolutions; reiterates, 
therefore, its full support to the UN 
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for 
Western Sahara, Mr Horst Köhler, in 
helping the parties to achieve this 
settlement;

3. Notes that this agreement does not 
imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to achieve a just, 
lasting and mutually acceptable political 
solution, which will provide for the self-
determination of the people of Western 
Sahara and in accordance with 
International Law and the relevant UN 
resolutions; reiterates, therefore, its full 
support to the UN Secretary-General’s 
Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, Mr 
Horst Köhler, in helping the parties to 
achieve this settlement;

Or. en
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Amendment 26
Aymeric Chauprade

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that this agreement does not 
imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to secure a fair, 
lasting and mutually acceptable settlement 
of the Western Sahara conflict, on the basis 
of the right to self-determination of the 
Sahrawi people and in accordance with the 
relevant UN resolutions; reiterates, 
therefore, its full support to the UN 
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for 
Western Sahara, Mr Horst Köhler, in 
helping the parties to achieve this 
settlement;

3. Notes that this agreement is 
concluded without prejudice to the 
European Union’s position on Western 
Sahara and that the Union supports UN 
efforts to secure a fair, lasting and mutually 
acceptable settlement of the Western 
Sahara conflict, on the basis of the right to 
self-determination of the Sahrawi people 
and in accordance with the relevant UN 
resolutions; reiterates, therefore, its full 
support to the UN Secretary-General’s 
Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, Mr 
Horst Köhler, in helping the parties to 
achieve this settlement;

Or. fr

Amendment 27
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that this agreement does not 
imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to secure a fair, 
lasting and mutually acceptable settlement 
of the Western Sahara conflict, on the basis 
of the right to self-determination of the 
Sahrawi people and in accordance with the 
relevant UN resolutions; reiterates, 
therefore, its full support to the UN 
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for 
Western Sahara, Mr Horst Köhler, in 

3. Notes that the European Union
does not recognise Morocco’s sovereignty 
over Western Sahara and that the EU’s 
position remains that of supporting UN 
efforts to secure a fair, lasting and mutually 
acceptable settlement of the Western 
Sahara conflict, on the basis of the right to 
self-determination of the Sahrawi people 
and in accordance with the relevant UN 
resolutions; reiterates, therefore, its full 
support to the UN Secretary-General’s 
Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, Mr 
Horst Köhler, in helping the parties to 
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helping the parties to achieve this 
settlement;

achieve this settlement; points out that the 
inclusion of occupied Western Sahara in 
the EU-Morocco agreement undermines 
the UN peace process and the chances of 
reaching an agreement to put an end to 
the conflict; takes the view, furthermore, 
that restricting the application of the 
agreement to Sahrawi territory under 
Moroccan occupation exacerbates the 
division of territory in the Sahara and is a 
breach of international law, including the 
fundamental principle of territorial 
integrity;

Or. es

Amendment 28
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that this agreement does not 
imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to secure a fair, 
lasting and mutually acceptable settlement 
of the Western Sahara conflict, on the basis 
of the right to self-determination of the 
Sahrawi people and in accordance with the 
relevant UN resolutions; reiterates, 
therefore, its full support to the UN 
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for 
Western Sahara, Mr Horst Köhler, in 
helping the parties to achieve this 
settlement;

3. Stresses that this agreement does 
not imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to an urgent, fair 
and lasting settlement of the Western 
Sahara conflict, on the basis of the right to 
self-determination of the Sahrawi people 
and in accordance with the relevant UN 
resolutions; reiterates, therefore, its full 
support to the UN Secretary-General’s 
Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, Mr 
Horst Köhler, in helping the parties to 
achieve this settlement;

Or. it

Amendment 29
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that this agreement does not 
imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to secure a fair,
lasting and mutually acceptable settlement 
of the Western Sahara conflict, on the basis 
of the right to self-determination of the 
Sahrawi people and in accordance with the 
relevant UN resolutions; reiterates, 
therefore, its full support to the UN 
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for 
Western Sahara, Mr Horst Köhler, in 
helping the parties to achieve this 
settlement;

3. Insists on the importance that this 
agreement does not imply any recognition 
of Morocco’s sovereignty over Western 
Sahara and that the EU’s position remains 
that of supporting UN efforts to secure a 
fair and lasting settlement of the Western 
Sahara conflict, on the basis of the right to 
self-determination of the Sahrawi people 
and in accordance with the relevant UN 
resolutions; reiterates, therefore, its full 
support to the UN Secretary-General’s 
Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, Mr 
Horst Köhler, in helping the parties to 
achieve this settlement;

Or. en

Amendment 30
Mirja Vehkaperä

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that this agreement does not 
imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to secure a fair, 
lasting and mutually acceptable settlement 
of the Western Sahara conflict, on the basis 
of the right to self-determination of the 
Sahrawi people and in accordance with the 
relevant UN resolutions; reiterates, 
therefore, its full support to the UN 
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for 
Western Sahara, Mr Horst Köhler, in 
helping the parties to achieve this 
settlement;

3. Stresses that this agreement does 
not imply any form of recognition of 
Morocco’s sovereignty over Western 
Sahara and that the EU’s position remains 
that of supporting UN efforts to secure a 
fair, lasting and mutually acceptable 
settlement of the Western Sahara conflict, 
on the basis of the right to self-
determination of the Sahrawi people and in 
accordance with the relevant UN 
resolutions; reiterates, therefore, its full 
support to the UN Secretary-General’s 
Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, Mr 
Horst Köhler, in helping the parties to 
achieve this settlement;

Or. en
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Amendment 31
Anders Sellström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that this agreement does not 
imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to secure a fair, 
lasting and mutually acceptable settlement 
of the Western Sahara conflict, on the basis 
of the right to self-determination of the 
Sahrawi people and in accordance with the 
relevant UN resolutions; reiterates, 
therefore, its full support to the UN 
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for 
Western Sahara, Mr Horst Köhler, in 
helping the parties to achieve this 
settlement;

3. Stresses that this agreement does 
not imply any form of recognition of 
Morocco’s sovereignty over Western 
Sahara and that the EU’s position remains 
that of supporting UN efforts to secure a 
fair, lasting and mutually acceptable 
settlement of the Western Sahara conflict, 
on the basis of the right to self-
determination of the Sahrawi people and in 
accordance with the relevant UN 
resolutions; reiterates, therefore, its full 
support to the UN Secretary-General’s 
Personal Envoy for Western Sahara, Mr 
Horst Köhler, in helping the parties to 
achieve this settlement;

Or. en

Amendment 32
Gilles Pargneaux

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that this agreement does not 
imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to secure a fair, 
lasting and mutually acceptable settlement 
of the Western Sahara conflict, on the basis 
of the right to self-determination of the 
Sahrawi people and in accordance with the 
relevant UN resolutions; reiterates, 
therefore, its full support to the UN 
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for 
Western Sahara, Mr Horst Köhler, in 
helping the parties to achieve this 
settlement;

3. Notes that this agreement does not 
imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to secure a fair, 
lasting and mutually acceptable settlement 
of the Western Sahara conflict, on the basis 
of the right to self-determination of the 
Sahrawi people and in accordance with the 
relevant UN resolutions; reiterates, 
therefore, its full support to the UN 
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for 
Western Sahara, Mr Horst Köhler, in 
helping bring back the parties to the UN 
negotiation table in order to achieve this 
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settlement;

Or. en

Amendment 33
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that this agreement does not 
imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to secure a fair, 
lasting and mutually acceptable settlement 
of the Western Sahara conflict, on the basis 
of the right to self-determination of the 
Sahrawi people and in accordance with the 
relevant UN resolutions; reiterates, 
therefore, its full support to the UN 
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for 
Western Sahara, Mr Horst Köhler, in 
helping the parties to achieve this 
settlement;

3. Notes that this agreement does not 
imply recognition of Morocco’s 
sovereignty over Western Sahara and that 
the EU’s position remains that of 
supporting UN efforts to secure a fair, 
lasting and mutually acceptable settlement 
of the Western Sahara conflict, on the basis 
of the right to self-determination of the 
Sahrawi people and in accordance with the 
relevant UN resolutions; reiterates, 
therefore, its full support to the UN 
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for 
Western Sahara, Mr Horst Köhler, in 
helping the parties to achieve this 
settlement, which can only bolster the 
Association Agreement politically and 
legally;

Or. en

Amendment 34
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Notes that the Commission Staff 
Working Document that accompanies the 
proposed agreement, states that it "uses 
the term "Western Sahara" to refer to the 
part of the territory administered de facto 
by Morocco"; notes that the Joint 
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Declaration states that "products 
originating in Western Sahara subject to 
controls by customs authorities of the 
Kingdom of Morocco" shall benefit from 
the trade preferences under this 
agreement; notes therefore that the 
products originating in the part of the 
territory of Western Sahara that is outside 
the control of Morocco, will not benefit 
from such trade preferences;

Or. en

Amendment 35
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Takes the view that, if the 
European Union wishes to back UN 
efforts to guarantee a solution to the 
conflict in Western Sahara and support 
the new round of talks which is to be 
launched in Geneva in December after 
the negotiations had been on ice since 
2012, it would not be a good signal to 
send, and far less a sign of support for the 
successful development of the 
negotiations, for the European 
Parliament (including the relevant 
committees) to vote in favour of this 
agreement;

Or. es

Amendment 36
Mirja Vehkaperä

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Remains concerned that the 
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restriction of the territorial application of 
the agreement to the part under 
Moroccan control may aggravate the 
division of Western Sahara, entail further 
difficulties for the Sahrawi people, 
including discrimination and restrictions 
to their enjoyment of the right to self-
determination, raise frustrations among 
Western Saharans living in the continued 
humanitarian situation, and contradict 
international law;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Recalls the right to development of 
the population living in the Southern 
Provinces and highlights the positive 
long-term implications of the Association 
Agreement on the socio-economic 
development of the territory; stresses 
therefore that persistent legal uncertainty 
can only undermine the socio-economic 
and political growth;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Patricia Lalonde, Hilde Vautmans, Ivo Vajgl

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Points out that a meeting of the 
parties involved in the conflict is to be 
held in Geneva in early December on the 
initiative of the UN and with the 
participation of Algeria and Mauritania, 
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and hopes that meeting will help kick-
start the peace process;

Or. fr

Amendment 39
Eugen Freund

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Notes with concern that neither 
the EEAS nor the Commission travelled 
to the territory of Western Sahara during 
the negotiations on the agreement or 
visited any refugee camps;

Or. de

Amendment 40
Hilde Vautmans, Patricia Lalonde, Jozo Radoš, Javier Nart, Ivo Vajgl, María Teresa 
Giménez Barbat

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Calls on the parties to resume the 
negotiations under the auspices of the UN 
Secretary-General without preconditions 
and in good faith;

Or. en

Amendment 41
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

3 b. Considers that the partial 
territorial coverage of the agreement 
raises questions in relation to the 
obligations of the EU and its Member 
States to respect the principle of territorial 
integrity, which is an integral part of the 
right to self-determination; in relation to 
the border treaties between Morocco and 
Western Sahara; and towards the 
obligation to respect the"separate and 
distinct" nature of Western Sahara in 
relation to Morocco, affirmed by the 
European Court of Justice, which would 
require the preservation of the integrity of 
Western Sahara;

Or. en

Amendment 42
Patricia Lalonde, Ivo Vajgl

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Takes the view that if Morocco 
were to free Sahrawi political prisoners, 
that would send a positive message as part 
of the peace process, making it possible 
for practical commitments to be made on 
both sides with a view to achieving a 
negotiated political solution;

Or. fr

Amendment 43
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment
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3 c. Expects the Commission to clarify 
the territorial scope of the proposed 
agreement and to ensure that economic 
operators in and products from the part of 
Western Sahara outside Moroccan 
control are not discriminated as a result 
of this agreement;

Or. en

Amendment 44
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 d. Expresses concern that the 
agreement, by restricting its territorial 
application to the part under the control 
of Morocco, may reinforce the current 
social, economic and military dividing 
lines within Western Sahara;

Or. en

Amendment 45
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 e. Notes that in spite of the separate 
and distinct status of Western Sahara and 
of the non-recognition of Morocco's 
sovereignty over Western Sahara, the 
Commission and the EEAS held 
negotiation rounds in Rabat and Brussels, 
and not in Western Sahara during the 
course of the negotiations of the 
agreement;
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Or. en

Amendment 46
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that during inclusive 
consultations led by the Commission and 
the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) with a wide variety of Western 
Saharan local representatives, civil society 
organisations and other organisations 
and bodies, broad support was expressed 
for the socio-economic benefits the 
proposed tariff preferences would bring;

deleted

Or. es

Amendment 47
Mirja Vehkaperä

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that during inclusive 
consultations led by the Commission and 
the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) with a wide variety of Western 
Saharan local representatives, civil society 
organisations and other organisations and 
bodies, broad support was expressed for 
the socio-economic benefits the proposed 
tariff preferences would bring;

4. Notes with concern the criticism 
raised towards the consultation process 
carried by the European Commission;
including reports that the overwhelming 
majority of the stakeholders claimed by 
the Commission to have been consulted 
have rejected that they had been included 
in the consultations; that the consulted 
stakeholders were largely composed of 
Moroccans or local representatives with 
direct interest in preserving the status quo 
ante, the notion that the Commission did 
not travel to Western Sahara or the 
refugee camps but held negotiations in 
Rabat, as well as the notion that 94 
Sahrawi civil society organisations 
denounced the agreement that was 
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negotiated between the Commission and 
the government of Morocco;

Or. en

Amendment 48
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that during inclusive 
consultations led by the Commission and 
the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) with a wide variety of Western 
Saharan local representatives, civil society 
organisations and other organisations and 
bodies, broad support was expressed for 
the socio-economic benefits the proposed 
tariff preferences would bring;

4. Expresses serious doubts about the 
ways in which the Commission and the 
European External Action Service (EEAS) 
have conducted consultations with
Western Saharan local representatives, 
civil society organisations and other 
organisations and bodies, in particular 
owing to their lack of inclusiveness and 
the fact that during the consultations 
neither the Commission nor the EEAS 
visited Western Sahara; believes that in 
any case these consultations and the 
supposed socio-economic benefits the 
proposed tariff preferences would bring are 
not sufficient to meet the conditions set by 
the Court of Justice of the European 
Union which explicitly stated in its ruling 
that for the agreement to be applied to 
Western Sahara the specific consent of 
the Sahrawi people was needed rather 
than a simple consultation; considers that 
this consent has not been given and that 
the agreement as proposed is therefore 
illegal;

Or. it

Amendment 49
Anders Sellström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4
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Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that during inclusive
consultations led by the Commission and 
the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) with a wide variety of Western 
Saharan local representatives, civil society 
organisations and other organisations 
and bodies, broad support was expressed 
for the socio-economic benefits the 
proposed tariff preferences would bring;

4. Considers that the consultations 
led by the Commission and the European 
External Action Service (EEAS) - that was 
carried out after the agreement was 
negotiated with Morocco - were not 
inclusive; regrets that the Commission 
and the EEAS did not travel to Western 
Sahara nor to the refugee camps in 
Tinduf for these consultations;

Or. en

Amendment 50
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that during inclusive
consultations led by the Commission and 
the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) with a wide variety of Western 
Saharan local representatives, civil society 
organisations and other organisations 
and bodies, broad support was expressed 
for the socio-economic benefits the 
proposed tariff preferences would bring;

4. Notes that the consultations led by 
the Commission and the European External 
Action Service (EEAS) in relation to the 
proposed agreement took place in 
Brussels and Rabat, and not in Western 
Sahara;

Or. en

Amendment 51
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that during inclusive 
consultations led by the Commission and 
the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) with a wide variety of Western 

4. Notes that during inclusive 
consultations led by the Commission and 
the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) with a wide range of Western 
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Saharan local representatives, civil society 
organisations and other organisations and 
bodies, broad support was expressed for 
the socio-economic benefits the proposed 
tariff preferences would bring;

Saharan political and socio-economic 
actors, civil society organisations, notably 
those working in the field of human 
rights, broad support was expressed for the 
socio-economic benefits the proposed tariff 
preferences would bring;

Or. en

Amendment 52
Eugen Freund

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that during inclusive
consultations led by the Commission and 
the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) with a wide variety of Western 
Saharan local representatives, civil society 
organisations and other organisations and 
bodies, broad support was expressed for 
the socio-economic benefits the proposed 
tariff preferences would bring;

4. Notes that during the consultations 
led by the Commission and the European 
External Action Service (EEAS) the 
attempt was made - unfortunately only 
after the negotiations with Morocco - to 
express broad support jointly with
Western Saharan local representatives, 
civil society organisations and other 
organisations and bodies for the socio-
economic benefits the proposed tariff 
preferences would bring;

Or. de

Amendment 53
Hilde Vautmans, Jozo Radoš, Ivo Vajgl

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that during inclusive
consultations led by the Commission and 
the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) with a wide variety of Western 
Saharan local representatives, civil society 
organisations and other organisations and 
bodies, broad support was expressed for 
the socio-economic benefits the proposed 

4. Notes that during consultations led 
by the Commission and the European 
External Action Service (EEAS) with a 
variety of Western Saharan local 
representatives, civil society organisations 
and other organisations and bodies, a 
majority support was expressed, by the 
parties participating, for the socio-
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tariff preferences would bring; economic benefits the proposed tariff 
preferences would bring;

Or. en

Amendment 54
Gilles Pargneaux

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that during inclusive 
consultations led by the Commission and 
the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) with a wide variety of Western 
Saharan local representatives, civil society 
organisations and other organisations and 
bodies, broad support was expressed for 
the socio-economic benefits the proposed 
tariff preferences would bring;

4. Notes that during inclusive 
consultations led by the Commission and 
the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) with a wide variety of Western 
Saharan local representatives, civil society 
organisations and other organisations and 
bodies, broad support was expressed for 
the socio-economic benefits the proposed 
tariff preferences would bring; notes that, 
according to the Commission, the non-
implementation of tariff preferences could 
deteriorate the economic and social 
situation of local populations in the 
concerned territories;

Or. en

Amendment 55
Ilhan Kyuchyuk

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that during inclusive 
consultations led by the Commission and 
the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) with a wide variety of Western 
Saharan local representatives, civil society 
organisations and other organisations and 
bodies, broad support was expressed for 
the socio-economic benefits the proposed 
tariff preferences would bring;

4. Notes that during inclusive 
consultations led by Morocco, the 
Commission and the European External 
Action Service (EEAS) with a wide variety 
of Western Saharan local representatives, 
civil society organisations and other 
organisations and bodies, broad support 
was expressed for the socio-economic 
benefits the proposed tariff preferences 
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would bring;

Or. fr

Amendment 56
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Points out that the Court of Justice 
of the European Union clearly ruled in its 
judgment of 21 December 2016 that no 
trade or association agreement with 
Morocco could be applied to the territory 
of Western Sahara, recognising the latter 
as a different and separate territory from 
Morocco, to which it is not linked through 
any tie of sovereignty; points out that in 
point 106 of that ruling, the Court stated 
that the people of Western Sahara were to 
be regarded as a third party in EU-
Morocco relations, and that in order for 
any bilateral agreement to affect the 
third-party territory of Western Sahara, 
express consent must be obtained from 
the Sahrawi people;

Or. es

Amendment 57
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Notes that out of the 112 
stakeholders enlisted by the Commission 
among those having been included in the 
consultations on the proposed agreement, 
94 of them rejected taking part in the 
consultations or were not invited to 
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participate therein; notes that among the 
18 remaining stakeholders, 2 are 
Members of the Moroccan Parliament, 1 
is the Moroccan state-owned phosphate 
company OCP and 6 are public bodies or 
other structures that have been set up by 
Morocco in Western Sahara;

Or. en

Amendment 58
Mirja Vehkaperä

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Notes a recent report by 
FIDH/OMCT that two civil society 
representatives from Western Sahara who 
were invited to participate in the 
consultations in Brussels were subjected 
to reprisals from the Moroccan 
authorities as a result of this invitation;
notes that both individuals have 
subsequently applied for asylum in an EU 
Member State;

Or. en

Amendment 59
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Stresses, as stated in the European 
Commission report, that all reasonable 
and feasible steps have been taken to 
inquire about the consent of the 
population concerned, through these 
inclusive consultations;

Or. en
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Amendment 60
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Notes that 94 Saharawi civil 
society organizations denounced the 
agreement that was negotiated between 
the Commission and the government of 
Morocco;

Or. en

Amendment 61
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Is deeply concerned at the 
insufficient consultation procedure 
carried out by the Commission, as a result 
of which it has not been possible to obtain 
the free and informed consent of the 
Sahrawi people; points out that the 
Polisario Front, as recognised by the 
United Nations, is the legitimate 
representative of the Sahrawi people and 
that the conclusion of an agreement 
without their consent constitutes an 
infringement of the rights of the peoples 
of non-autonomous territories whose 
interests must be paramount, as laid down 
in Article 73 of the Charter of the United 
Nations;

Or. es

Amendment 62
Cristian Dan Preda
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 b. Underlines that throughout the 
consultation process, the Commission and 
the EEAS maintained regular contacts 
with the team of the Personal Envoy of 
the UN Secretary-General for Western 
Sahara to ensure that the proposed 
agreement supports UN efforts to achieve 
a lasting settlement;

Or. en

Amendment 63
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4c. Expresses concern at civil 
society reports that 83% of the 
associations or groups included on the list 
of stakeholders annexed to Commission 
staff working document SWD(2018) 346 
final which the Commission says took 
part in a ‘consultation’ on trade in 
Western Sahara, were never asked to take 
part, or did not take part, in any 
consultation process; regrets the fact that 
the Commission, rather than seeking the 
consent of the people of Western Sahara, 
carried out a consultation procedure in 
which it only actually listened to 
Moroccan elected officials and business 
people, and four Moroccan civil society 
organisations;

Or. es

Amendment 64
Cristian Dan Preda
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 c. Calls on the EU to step-up efforts 
to foster regional cooperation between the 
Maghreb countries, which can only have 
tremendous positive implications for the 
region and beyond;

Or. en

Amendment 65
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4d. Rejects the idea of replacing the 
notion of the Sahrawi ‘people’ by the 
notion of ‘population’, which now 
comprises a majority of Moroccan 
colonists and excludes the majority of the 
people of Western Sahara, who fled their 
territory either during the war or as a 
result of the grave human rights situation 
under the Moroccan occupation;
condemns the fact that the 173 000 
Sahrawi refugees living in the Tindouf 
refugee camps have not been consulted;

Or. es

Amendment 66
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 d. Points to the strategic need for the 
EU to closer engage and foster its ties 
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with the countries in the Maghreb region;
and in this context views the extension of 
the Association Agreement as a logical 
component of this strategy;

Or. en

Amendment 67
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4e. Points out that in point 106 of the 
Court of Justice’s judgment of 
21 December 2016 it is established that 
the benefits of a trade agreement are 
irrelevant when assessing its legality;
expresses concern at the fact that 
Commission has been unable to provide 
reliable information on preferential 
imports of products from Western Sahara 
to back up the claim that the agreement is 
beneficial for the territory, given that the 
Commission acknowledges that it is 
‘generally impossible to distinguish 
between Moroccan imports and imports 
from Western Sahara’; points out that the 
Commission has also admitted that it is 
impossible to distinguish between the 
Sahrawi and Moroccan populations when 
it comes to benefits in terms of jobs, but 
recognises that the proportion of Sahrawi 
employees in the relevant sectors is 
minimal; as there is insufficient 
comparative data, is doubtful that the 
Commission will be able to carry out an 
appropriate impact assessment with 
regard to the new agreement that is on the 
table; with that in mind, calls for the 
products concerned to be labelled 
correctly, and calls on the Commission to 
press ahead with efforts to improve this 
aspect, especially with a view to compiling 
clear, reliable statistics;
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Or. es

Amendment 68
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4f. Given that the new agreement fails 
to comply with the judgment handed down 
by the Court of Justice of the European 
Union, emphasises the legal uncertainty 
that would be created if it were to be 
implemented, bearing in mind the 
possibility of a fresh application being 
brought before the courts; points out that 
the trade relations established under this 
new agreement could be subject to 
subsequent legal action for damages, 
including compensation;

Or. es

Amendment 69
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Takes good note of the exchange 
of letters and acknowledges the efforts of 
the Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
evaluate the benefit for the population 
and to ascertain their consent to this 
agreement; stresses, nevertheless, that 
more could be done to improve the 
traceability of products coming from 
Western Sahara; invites the Commission 
services, therefore, to engage further with 
the Moroccan authorities to improve this
aspect, notably in order to produce clear 
and reliable statistics.

deleted
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Or. es

Amendment 70
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Takes good note of the exchange of 
letters and acknowledges the efforts of the 
Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
evaluate the benefit for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this 
agreement; stresses, nevertheless, that 
more could be done to improve the 
traceability of products coming from 
Western Sahara; invites the Commission 
services, therefore, to engage further with 
the Moroccan authorities to improve this 
aspect, notably in order to produce clear 
and reliable statistics.

5. Takes note of the exchange of 
letters and of the claim of the Commission 
and the EEAS to have evaluated the 
benefit for the population of the part of the 
territory that stands to benefit from this 
agreement; stresses, nevertheless, that the 
Court of Justice ruled that the issue of 
benefits was irrelevant to the agreement 
and that only the explicit reference of 
Western Sahara and the consent of the 
people of Western Sahara was required;
stresses also that more could be done to 
improve the traceability of products 
coming from Western Sahara; sets as a 
pre-requirement for its approval, that the
Commission services, therefore, improve 
this aspect, notably in order to produce 
clear and reliable statistics and present a 
detailed protocol outlining reliable and 
efficient means to ensure the traceability 
of products originating in Western Sahara 
and full compliance with the EU customs 
legislation;

Or. en

Amendment 71
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Takes good note of the exchange of 
letters and acknowledges the efforts of the 

5. Takes good note of the exchange of 
letters and acknowledges the efforts of the 
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Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
evaluate the benefit for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this agreement; 
stresses, nevertheless, that more could be 
done to improve the traceability of
products coming from Western Sahara; 
invites the Commission services, therefore, 
to engage further with the Moroccan 
authorities to improve this aspect, notably
in order to produce clear and reliable
statistics.

Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
evaluate the benefit for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this agreement; 
notes that the agreement provides for a 
mutual and regular exchange of 
information between the European Union 
and Morocco concerning the products 
coming from the territories covered by the 
Association Agreement; invites the 
Commission services, therefore, to engage 
further with the Moroccan authorities in 
order to produce clear statistics and on a 
regular basis;

Or. en

Amendment 72
Hilde Vautmans, Patricia Lalonde, Jozo Radoš, Javier Nart, María Teresa Giménez 
Barbat

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Takes good note of the exchange of 
letters and acknowledges the efforts of the 
Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
evaluate the benefit for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this agreement; 
stresses, nevertheless, that more could be 
done to improve the traceability of 
products coming from Western Sahara; 
invites the Commission services, 
therefore, to engage further with the 
Moroccan authorities to improve this 
aspect, notably in order to produce clear 
and reliable statistics.

5. Notes the exchange of letters and 
acknowledges the efforts of the 
Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
evaluate the benefit for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this agreement; 
invites the Commission services to engage 
further with the Moroccan authorities to 
improve the traceability of products 
coming from Western Sahara;

Or. en

Amendment 73
Mirja Vehkaperä

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Takes good note of the exchange of 
letters and acknowledges the efforts of the 
Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
evaluate the benefit for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this agreement; 
stresses, nevertheless, that more could be 
done to improve the traceability of 
products coming from Western Sahara; 
invites the Commission services, therefore, 
to engage further with the Moroccan 
authorities to improve this aspect, notably 
in order to produce clear and reliable 
statistics.

5. Takes good note of the exchange of 
letters and acknowledges the efforts of the 
Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
evaluate the benefit for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this agreement; 
underlines, however, that ´the people of 
Western Sahara´ cannot be confused with 
the ´population of Western Sahara´, 
which includes non-indigenous Moroccan 
population; stresses that more should be 
done to ensure the traceability of products 
coming from Western Sahara; invites the 
Commission services, therefore, to engage 
further with the Moroccan authorities to 
improve this aspect, notably in order to 
produce clear and reliable statistics and to 
avoid that the burden is put on EU 
customs authorities;

Or. en

Amendment 74
Anders Sellström

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Takes good note of the exchange of 
letters and acknowledges the efforts of the 
Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
evaluate the benefit for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this agreement; 
stresses, nevertheless, that more could be 
done to improve the traceability of 
products coming from Western Sahara; 
invites the Commission services, therefore, 
to engage further with the Moroccan 
authorities to improve this aspect, notably 
in order to produce clear and reliable 
statistics.

5. Takes good note of the exchange of 
letters and acknowledges the efforts of the 
Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
evaluate the benefits for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this agreement; 
stresses that the Court of Justice of the 
EU stated the irrelevance of determining 
the benefits and only required the consent 
of the people of Western Sahara;
underlines that more could be done to 
improve the traceability of products 
coming from Western Sahara; invites the 
Commission services, therefore, to engage 
further with the Moroccan authorities to 
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improve this aspect, notably in order to 
produce clear and reliable statistics;

Or. en

Amendment 75
Eugen Freund

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Takes good note of the exchange of 
letters and acknowledges the efforts of the 
Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
evaluate the benefit for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this agreement; 
stresses, nevertheless, that more could be 
done to improve the traceability of 
products coming from Western Sahara; 
invites the Commission services, therefore, 
to engage further with the Moroccan 
authorities to improve this aspect, notably 
in order to produce clear and reliable 
statistics.

5. Takes good note of the exchange of 
letters and acknowledges the efforts of the 
Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
evaluate the benefit for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this agreement; 
stresses that the Court of Justice of the 
European Union has noted the 
unimportance of determining the benefit 
and that, in particular, the consent of the 
people of Western Sahara is necessary;
stresses, nevertheless, that more should be 
done to improve the traceability of 
products coming from Western Sahara; 
invites the Commission services, therefore, 
to engage further with the Moroccan 
authorities to improve this aspect, notably 
in order to produce clear and reliable 
statistics;

Or. de

Amendment 76
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Takes good note of the exchange of 
letters and acknowledges the efforts of the 
Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 

5. Takes good note of the exchange of 
letters and acknowledges the efforts of the 
Commission and the EEAS in trying, 
within the remit of their competences, to 
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evaluate the benefit for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this agreement; 
stresses, nevertheless, that more could be 
done to improve the traceability of 
products coming from Western Sahara; 
invites the Commission services, therefore, 
to engage further with the Moroccan 
authorities to improve this aspect, notably 
in order to produce clear and reliable 
statistics.

evaluate the benefit for the population and 
to ascertain their consent to this agreement; 
stresses, nevertheless, that, as highlighted 
by the Court of Justice of the European 
Union, the benefit for the population, in 
the absence of the specific consent of the 
Sahrawi people, is irrelevant for the 
approval of the agreement; stresses that
more could be done to improve the 
traceability of products coming from 
Western Sahara; invites the Commission 
services, therefore, to engage further with 
the Moroccan authorities to improve this 
aspect, notably in order to produce clear 
and reliable statistics;

Or. it

Amendment 77
Miguel Urbán Crespo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Highlights the doubts that certain 
Member States, social organisations, the 
Polisario Front and the European 
Parliament’s Legal Service have 
expressed about the possible legal and 
political repercussions that consenting to 
this agreement would have with regard to 
the exercise of Western Sahara’s right to 
self-determination; in this regard, calls 
for the agreement to be rejected because it 
does not comply with any of the relevant 
elements of the judgment of the Court of 
Justice of the European Union, and 
therefore calls on the Committee on 
International Trade, as the committee 
responsible, to propose that Parliament 
decline to give its consent;

Or. es

Amendment 78
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Hilde Vautmans, Ivo Vajgl

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Recalls that according to art. 21.
TEU the Union's action on the 
international scene shall be guided by the 
principles of democracy, the rule of law, 
the universality and indivisibility of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms 
and respect for the principles of the 
United Nation Charter and International 
law; therefor consent can only be given 
when a clear intend of improvement of the 
human rights is shown;

Or. en

Amendment 79
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Calls for the establishment of an 
EU-Western Sahara subcommittee on 
trade and agriculture to be established, in 
accordance with the distinct and separate 
status of the territory concerned;

Or. en

Amendment 80
Fabio Massimo Castaldo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Expresses its rejection of the 
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agreement;

Or. en

Amendment 81
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 b. Notes the statement by the 
Commission in its Staff Working 
Document that "statistics on Western 
Sahara generally remain patchy and 
disparate" and that "it is generally 
impossible to distinguish Moroccan 
imports from Western Saharan imports 
using EU statistics on foreign trade and 
therefore to estimate what portion of those 
imports is from Western Sahara";
considers that this lack of data raises 
questions in relation to the credibility of 
the assessment carried out by the 
Commission and its capacity to have 
effectively defended the interests of EU-
based economic operators;

Or. en

Amendment 82
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 c. Notes that in line with the non-
recognition of Morocco's sovereignty over 
Western Sahara, the Vienna Convention 
on Consular Relations and recent 
jurisprudence of the Court of Justice of 
the European Union, the EU Delegation 
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to Morocco and its accredited staff may 
not carry out their activities outside the 
internationally recognised borders of 
Morocco; calls on the EEAS to provide 
clarification on this matter and on the 
practical implications foreseen for the 
monitoring of the implementation of this 
agreement;

Or. en

Amendment 83
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 d. Considers that the consultation 
process carried out by the Commission 
and the EEAS did not allow to effectively 
assess the views of the people of Western 
Sahara on the proposed agreement;
considers that the consent of the people of 
Western Sahara can only be expressed by 
its UN recognized representative, the 
Polisario Front; notes in this respect that 
the Polisario Front has rejected the 
proposed agreement;

Or. en

Amendment 84
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 e. Considers that the human rights 
assessment and the stakeholder 
consultation carried out by the 
Commission and the EEAS in relation to 
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the agreement falls short of complying 
with the Commission's own Guidelines on 
the analysis of human rights impacts in 
impact assessments for trade-related 
policy initiatives and its Guidelines on 
Stakeholder Consultation; observes in 
particular, that the cursory comments on 
the human rights situation in Western 
Sahara in the Staff Working Document 
that accompanies the agreement, fail to 
meet the commitment of the Commission 
to carry out a "comprehensive, 
participative, balanced and transparent"
analysis of the human rights impact of the 
agreement; underscores that this is 
particularly inadequate given the 
seriousness of the human rights situation 
in Western Sahara and that human rights, 
notably the right to self-determination, 
are at the core of the ruling of the 
European Court of Justice; expects 
therefore the Commission to carry out a 
proper human rights impact assessment in 
line with its own policy guidelines, prior 
to the consideration of the agreement;

Or. en

Amendment 85
Bodil Valero, Klaus Buchner
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 f. Calls therefore on the Committee 
on International Trade, as the committee 
responsible, to propose that the European 
Parliament decline its consent;

Or. en
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