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Amendment 1
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1. Welcomes the EEAS' readiness to 
implement the recommendations from 
previous years; acknowledges the 
considerable challenges facing the 
institution which was placed at the 
forefront of the EU’s response regarding 
terrorism, hybrid threats, ongoing and 
new conflicts, instability in the 
neighbourhood, irregular migration, 
human rights violations, and an 
increasing contestation of the multilateral 
order; stresses the importance of using 
wisely the scarce resources available and 
of constantly improving the consistency 
and coherence of the EU's external and 
internal action;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Geoffrey Van Orden

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the importance of public 
diplomacy and strategic communications 
as an integral aspect of the EU's external 
relations, as an instrument to 
communicate its values and interests and 
to enhance the EU’s visibility; calls on the 
European External Action Service (EEAS) 
to continue its efforts to modernise its 
approaches and to invest in new skills and 
capabilities;

1. Underlines the importance of public 
diplomacy and strategic communications 
as an integral aspect of the EU's external 
relations; calls on the European External 
Action Service (EEAS) to continue its 
efforts to modernise its approaches and to 
invest in new skills and capabilities;

Or. en
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Amendment 3
Anna Elżbieta Fotyga

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the importance of public 
diplomacy and strategic communications 
as an integral aspect of the EU's external 
relations, as an instrument to communicate 
its values and interests and to enhance the 
EU’s visibility; calls on the European 
External Action Service (EEAS) to 
continue its efforts to modernise its 
approaches and to invest in new skills and 
capabilities;

1. Underlines the importance of public 
diplomacy and strategic communications 
as an integral aspect of the EU's external 
relations, not only as an instrument to 
communicate its values and interests, but 
primarily as a tool of countering strategic 
propaganda against the EU and its 
Member States; calls on the European 
External Action Service (EEAS) to 
continue its efforts to modernise its 
approaches and to invest in new skills and 
capabilities;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Raffaele Fitto

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the importance of public 
diplomacy and strategic communications 
as an integral aspect of the EU's external 
relations, as an instrument to communicate 
its values and interests and to enhance the 
EU’s visibility; calls on the European 
External Action Service (EEAS) to 
continue its efforts to modernise its 
approaches and to invest in new skills and 
capabilities;

1. Underlines the importance of public 
diplomacy and strategic communications 
as an integral aspect of the EU's external 
relations, as an instrument to communicate 
its values and interests and to enhance the 
EU’s visibility; recalls that the procedures 
undertaken by the European External 
Action Service must necessarily support 
and complement those of the Member 
States; calls on the European External 
Action Service (EEAS) to continue its 
efforts to modernise its approaches and to 
invest in new skills and capabilities;

Or. it
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Amendment 5
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines the importance of public 
diplomacy and strategic communications 
as an integral aspect of the EU's external 
relations, as an instrument to communicate 
its values and interests and to enhance the 
EU’s visibility; calls on the European 
External Action Service (EEAS) to 
continue its efforts to modernise its 
approaches and to invest in new skills and 
capabilities;

1. Underlines the importance of public 
diplomacy and strategic communications 
as an integral aspect of the EU's external 
relations, as an instrument to communicate 
its values and interests and to enhance the 
EU’s visibility; calls on the European 
External Action Service (EEAS) to 
continue its efforts to modernise its 
approaches and to invest in new skills and 
capabilities; stresses the need for 
mobilizing context-specific analysis in 
order to counter anti-EU propaganda;
firmly believes that the EU should step up 
its efforts to develop effective public 
diplomacy strategies;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Points out the strategic importance 
of enhancing the visibility of EU 
assistance, in particular in the Western 
Balkans and for the countries in Europe's 
Eastern and Southern neighbourhood;
takes the view that additional efforts in 
this area will be critical not only for 
promoting adherence to the EU values, 
but also for countering foreign influence 
in these regions;

Or. en
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Amendment 7
Urmas Paet

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Emphasizes the continuing and 
growing need for exposing 
disinformation, and deems the work of the 
EEAS Strategic Communication Task 
Force necessary and valuable; deems it 
necessary to support them by providing 
them with adequate financial and 
personnel resources;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Urmas Paet

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 b. Considers the EEAS to be in an 
increasingly important position in 
international cooperation regarding 
peace, security and human 
development in its role as a mediator and 
representative in international 
organisations; emphasizes the need to 
strive for common positions and 
coordinated responses for the EU to be 
efficient in this role;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Neena Gill

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2
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Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses the importance of 
continuing to improve the rationalisation 
and sound financial management, 
together with a better budgeting of the 
expenditure for individual EU election 
observation missions; asks the EEAS to 
engage in a reflection to reform the 
current system;

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 10
Anders Primdahl Vistisen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses the importance of 
continuing to improve the rationalisation 
and sound financial management, together 
with a better budgeting of the expenditure 
for individual EU election observation 
missions; asks the EEAS to engage in a 
reflection to reform the current system;

2. Stresses the importance of 
continuing to improve the rationalisation 
and sound financial management; asks the 
EEAS to engage in a reflection to reform 
the current system;

Or. en

Amendment 11
Raffaele Fitto

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses the importance of 
continuing to improve the rationalisation 
and sound financial management, together 
with a better budgeting of the expenditure 
for individual EU election observation 
missions; asks the EEAS to engage in a 
reflection to reform the current system;

2. Stresses the importance of 
continuing to improve the rationalisation, 
transparency and sound financial 
management, together with a better 
budgeting of the expenditure for individual 
EU election observation missions; asks the 
EEAS to engage in a reflection to reform 
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the current system;

Or. it

Amendment 12
Anders Primdahl Vistisen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Notes that the role of the EEAS is 
not recognised by all Member States;
recalls that EEAS must support and 
complement, and under no circumstances 
duplicate or contradict policy choices of 
the Member States; underlines the need 
for the EEAS to uphold the highest 
standards of accountability and 
transparency in all its actions;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Georgios Epitideios

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Welcomes the efforts to modernise 
and improve the EU Framework Rules 
setting minimum standards for all the 
Delegations in terms of local agents’ 
conditions of employment and related 
social security schemes; strongly urges the 
EEAS to ensure identified reform measures 
enter into force in 2018 and to improve the 
involvement of its local staff and their 
expertise;

3. Welcomes the efforts to modernise 
and improve the EU Framework Rules 
setting minimum standards and 
mechanisms for imposing sanctions in the 
event of non-compliance for all the 
Delegations in terms of local agents’ 
conditions of employment and related 
social security schemes; strongly urges the 
EEAS to ensure identified reform measures 
enter into force in 2018 and to improve the 
involvement of its local staff and their 
expertise;

Or. el
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Amendment 14
Anders Primdahl Vistisen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. While welcoming the 
establishment of the Task Force ‘Gender 
and Equal Opportunities’, reiterates its 
concern regarding the gender imbalances 
in the EEAS staff, in particular at middle 
management level and within different 
categories and grades; emphasizes that 
further efforts need to be made to address 
these imbalances;

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 15
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. While welcoming the establishment 
of the Task Force ‘Gender and Equal 
Opportunities’, reiterates its concern 
regarding the gender imbalances in the 
EEAS staff, in particular at middle 
management level and within different 
categories and grades; emphasizes that 
further efforts need to be made to address 
these imbalances;

4. While welcoming the establishment 
of the Task Force ‘Gender and Equal 
Opportunities’, reiterates its concern 
regarding the gender imbalances in the 
EEAS staff, in particular at middle 
management level and within different 
categories and grades; emphasizes that 
further efforts need to be made to address 
these imbalances; underlines that 
attention should continue to be devoted 
more generally to ensuring a balanced 
repartition between older and newer 
Member States when it comes to EEAS 
staff, including at management level and 
for the positions of Heads of EU 
Delegations;

Or. en
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Amendment 16
Cristian Dan Preda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Welcomes the increased efforts in 
the area of training for EEAS staff, 
towards ensuring the security of staff, as 
well as regarding improvements to the 
EEAS building policy and building
management; calls for comprehensive 
implementation of the action plan drawn 
up in response to the 2016 ECA Special 
report regarding the EEAS Building 
Policy Management;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Jordi Solé
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Calls on the Council and the 
EEAS to fulfil their legal obligation to 
send to the European Parliament, without 
delay and without requiring requests, all 
relevant documents related to negotiations 
on international agreements, including 
negotiating directives, agreed texts and 
minutes of each negotiation round in line 
with Article 218(10) TFEU;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Julia Pitera
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Stresses the need to build a 
geographical balance and reduce 
disparities in middle and senior 
management positions;

Or. pl

Amendment 19
Anders Primdahl Vistisen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Welcomes that the EEAS has 
implemented its 2017 administrative 
budget without being affected by material 
error; acknowledges the decrease in the 
financial error rate compared to 2016; 
notes that the EEAS ex-post control 
included for the first time the expenditures 
of the end of the year (November-
December 2016); notes the slightly higher 
error rate at the end of the year and 
encourages the EEAS to address this 
situation.

5. Welcomes that the EEAS has 
implemented its 2017 administrative 
budget without being affected by material 
error; notes the decrease in the financial 
error rate compared to 2016; notes that the 
EEAS ex-post control included for the first 
time the expenditures of the end of the year 
(November-December 2016); expresses 
concern about higher error rate at the end 
of the year and encourages the EEAS to 
address this situation.

Or. en

Amendment 20
Jordi Solé
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Welcomes the Union’s decision, in
line with the European Ombudsman's 
recommendation, to offer paid 
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traineeships with its foreign delegations 
and to suspend unpaid traineeships, 
thereby making them accessible also to 
young people of limited financial 
resources in accordance with the principle 
of non-discrimination.

Or. en

Amendment 21
Geoffrey Van Orden

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Recognises that for 2018 a new 
Internal Audit Strategy, and for 2018-
2021 a new Multi-Annual Strategic Audit 
Plan, have been adopted by the EEAS;
calls for the assessment of these strategies 
by the Court of Auditors.

Or. en
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