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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that no estimate of the level of error rate for spending under Heading 4 has been 
calculated for 2018 by the European Court of Auditors (ECA); fully supports the 
recommendations formulated by the ECA; emphasises in particular that the ECA needs 
to be able to access all relevant documents to be able to carry out its work, including 
when funds are disbursed via international organisations; supports the ECA’s 
recommendation to reinforce the obligation on international organisations to forward 
the necessary documents;

2. Points to the ECA Special report No 35/2018 (“Transparency of EU funds implemented 
by NGOs: more effort needed”), which finds that transparency is often lacking 
regarding the implementation of Union funds by non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), particularly when funds are sub-contracted by UN bodies; calls on the 
Commission to improve its systems for tracing the use of funds implemented by NGOs 
and ensure and verify the correct application of rules and procedures, in line with the 
ECA’s recommendations;

3. Welcomes the launch of the first capacity building measures under the amended 
Instrument contributing to Stability and Peace (IcSP) in 2018; emphasises that these 
actions should take place in the context of an overall security sector reform process; 
encourages stronger follow-up of short-term stabilisation actions by longer-term actions 
funded by the IcSP or other instruments;

4. Welcomes the ECA's analytical review on European Defence and supports its 
recommendations; calls on the Commission as guardian of the treaties to ensure the 
coherence of all Union defence efforts carried out for the implementation of a Union 
activity under the CSDP (PESCO, EDIDP, EDF, CARD etc.) and to ensure synergies 
with NATO; considers that a competitive European defence technological and industrial 
base, enhancing Member States’ military capabilities and framing a European Defence 
Union must be the key objectives of the Union under the next MFF;


