
AD\1097132EN.doc PE580.516v02-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2014-2019

Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development

2015/2105(INI)

7.6.2016

OPINION
of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development

for the Committee on International Trade

on a new forward-looking and innovative future strategy on trade and 
investment
(2015/2105(INI))

Rapporteur: Esther Herranz García



PE580.516v02-00 2/8 AD\1097132EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg



AD\1097132EN.doc 3/8 PE580.516v02-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on 
International Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into its motion for a resolution:

1. Takes the view that the common agricultural policy has been a pillar of European policy 
since its introduction in 1962; recalls that, ever since the creation of the CAP, the EU has 
insisted on ‘Community preference’, which means giving priority to products from the 
Member States;

2. Points out that the EU’s common agricultural policy runs counter to the major agricultural 
policies in the rest of the world, under which agricultural support is directly linked to 
prices or production volume and is counter-cyclical in nature; takes the view that it is 
important under these circumstances to negotiate agricultural free trade agreements that do 
not destabilise the European agricultural and rural sector;

3. Stresses that agricultural trade and the agri-food sector play a key role in driving 
economic growth and job creation, particularly in rural areas, highlights that investment in 
the sector and advancing the EU’s position as a key player on the global market are 
essential for the future of farming in the Union;

4. Is aware that EU farmers will face major challenges in the future, and considers that this is 
why a stable common European framework to support EU farmers via the CAP 
is indispensable for encouraging investment and boosting growth in the agri-food sector;

5. Welcomes the reference in the Commission communication ‘Trade for all’ to the agri-
food industry as a sector in which export opportunities are of crucial importance and 
should be actively promoted through a new Community strategy for trade and investment;

6. Stresses the importance of ensuring greater coherence between the measures proposed as 
part of the Union’s new commercial strategy and those adopted as part of the CAP, in 
order to guarantee an adequate income for farmers and preserve a European production 
model that respects the environment, animals, food safety and regional balance; recalls the 
need, as already highlighted by Parliament in its resolution of 8 July 2015 on the TTIP, to 
guarantee the economic and social viability of the European agricultural model;

7. Deplores the failure of the communication ‘Trade for all’ to explicitly recognise the 
multifunctional nature and the particular sensitivities of the farming sector, as a key 
element to be taken into account in developing the EU’s trade policy;

8. Considers the opening of new markets for EU agricultural production, such as dairy 
products, meat and live animals and fruits and vegetables, to be important in the context of 
the current farming crisis; stresses the need to identify new market outlets with a high 
purchasing potential;

9. Encourages negotiation and approval of only those bilateral or multilateral agreements 
with third countries that are balanced and are likely to provide special safeguards for 
sensitive sectors and adequate protection for all European agricultural producers; strongly 
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supports the exclusion of sectors that could be seriously affected;

10. Is of the opinion that the traceability of agricultural products and effective rules of origin 
must be defended in FTA negotiations, thereby avoiding the situation where those rules 
are undermined by other agreements between the EU’s FTA partners and other third 
countries; calls, in this respect, on the Commission to exclude sensitive agricultural 
products from all type of cumulation of origin rules; reminds the Commission that the 
purpose of FTA negotiations is to facilitate trade in genuine EU products and in products 
of the EU’s FTA partners;

11. Considers it necessary to take into account the specific disadvantages of small farmers and 
vulnerable areas; believes that the EU must maintain its powerful marketing brand of 
high-quality production; is in favour of engaging comprehensively with stakeholders in 
the European agri-food sector before entering into any new free trade negotiations;

12. Considers that the FTA about to be concluded with Canada and those currently under 
negotiation with the USA and Mercosur or envisaged with Australia and New Zealand 
will open up the EU market to the most competitive agricultural producers in the world 
and to those with the greatest export potential; calls on the Commission, therefore, to 
defend sensitive agricultural products in an appropriate fashion;

13. Recalls that the US continues to be the EU’s biggest market for agricultural exports; calls 
on the Commission to ensure that the TTIP negotiations result in an ambitious, 
comprehensive and balanced trade and investment agreement of a high standard that 
promotes sustainable and inclusive growth, as well as increased trade flows, for the EU´s 
agricultural sector;

14. Considers it necessary to enhance the added value of farming and to run promotion 
campaigns with a view to opening up new markets; stresses above all that it is essential to 
strengthen EU-level quality schemes, since they ensure the best possible brand image for 
EU products on the world market, providing indirect benefits for European farming as a 
whole;

15. Considers it vital, however, to encourage domestic demand in relation to fruit and 
vegetable consumption in particular, since 24 of the 28 Member States consume less than 
the daily portion of 400 grammes recommended by the World Health Organisation;

16. Welcomes the realistic assessment of the Commission concerning the persistent lack of 
progress on the Doha Development Agenda (DDA); believes that, even if multilateral 
negotiations are indispensable, the DDA has clearly not met the expectations of the 
European agri-food sector, despite unilateral concessions by the EU such as those made at 
the 10th Ministerial Conference in Nairobi; calls, therefore, for the EU to define a new 
and more effective strategy for multilateral negotiations at the WTO;

17. Underlines the importance of the association agreements (AAs) / Deep and 
Comprehensive Free Trade Agreements (DCFTAs) with Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine 
for the EU´s agricultural sector, and calls on the Commission and the Member States to 
rapidly ensure the full implementation of these agreements;

18. Believes that, in the conduct of trade negotiations directly affecting European agricultural 
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interests, the Commissioner responsible for agriculture should be recognised as playing a 
leading role on all agricultural aspects; considers that, as regards the functioning of 
collegiality in the Commission, no decision concerning the conclusion of trade agreements 
should ever be taken against that Commissioner’s assessment of the fundamental interests 
of EU agriculture;

19. Stresses that agriculture is a highly strategic political issue, that food security and the way 
of life of all Europeans depend on agriculture, and the EU’s trade strategy should be 
coherent with the objectives of the CAP as set out in Article 39 TFEU; opposes, therefore, 
any form of negotiation liable to jeopardise the investment efforts of the European agri-
food sector or to involve treating European agriculture as an expendable bargaining chip; 
calls on the Commission to stop placing the interests of industry and services before those 
of agriculture;

20. Deplores, furthermore, situations in which farmers experience the consequences of 
political conflicts that do not originate in agriculture;

21. Emphasises the threats posed by the cumulative effect of tariff concessions, whether 
resulting from multilateral or bilateral negotiations or from autonomous schemes such as 
the GSP; points out that a zero rate of duty is imposed on 71 % of all EU agri-food 
imports;

22. Considers that trade agreements must include safeguard clauses in respect of provisions to 
be activated by simplified and flexible mechanisms;

23. Urges the Commission to exercise the utmost caution when preparing or reviewing offers 
for market access in trade negotiations, and to establish a strategy to protect sensitive 
sectors; calls for such offers to be systematically based on an exhaustive independent 
assessment of the impact on the EU’s agricultural sector of fresh trade concessions to third 
countries;

24. Recalls that the Commission must present an individual impact evaluation for any new 
proposal for a trade agreement, including analysis of the effects on local and regional 
markets; looks forward to the results of the impact assessment on the cumulative effect of 
the various sensitive product quotas already granted to our partners (under negotiation or 
planned), as promised by the Commission at the Agriculture and Fisheries Council 
meeting on 11 April 2016;

25. Urges the Commission to forward its findings in good time to Parliament and to await 
Parliament´s position before accepting or proposing any commercial offer, and to amend 
or withdraw commercial offers already on the table or in preparation if an evaluation of 
their effects reveals adverse consequences for sensitive products; asks the Commission to 
conduct an evaluation of the EU’s opening-up to the global market in farming products;

26. Stresses that the EU’s agri-food industry is an efficient sector of the Union economy, 
which is distinguished by quality, diversity and innovation in production and makes a vital 
contribution to food security;

27. Believes that particular attention should be paid to the protection of small and medium-
sized agricultural enterprises, both in negotiating agreements and in analysing their 
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impact;

28. Considers that the Commission must submit to Parliament clear and reliable 
customs information regarding goods entering the Union, and that those goods should be 
monitored;

29. Stresses that Europe’s high standards concerning the environment, food safety, animal 
welfare and social conditions, which reflects our societal values and are demanded by 
European consumers, put EU farmers at an economic disadvantage with respect to their 
counterparts in third countries owing to the latter’s production models, size of production 
structures and usually lower standards; takes the view that trade agreements should 
promote fair competition between the different trading partners so as to ensure that EU 
farmers are able to benefit fully from tariff concessions without being exposed to unfair 
competition;

30. Underlines the need to guarantee that EU standards on food safety and the environment 
are protected by applying reciprocity mechanisms and preserving fundamental values such 
as the precautionary principle, sustainable agriculture and a high level of traceability and 
product labelling; notes the wide differential in animal welfare standards internationally, 
and condemns using the lowest common denominator in trade agreements;

31. Stresses the need for tighter import controls at borders and for more stringent inspections 
by the Food and Veterinary Office relating to production and marketing conditions in 
countries exporting to the EU, in order to ensure compliance with Union rules;

32. Notes the poor protection of animal welfare in many of the EU’s advanced trading 
partners, as in the case of the US, which lacks federal legislation protecting farm animals 
before slaughter; demands that the Commission include animal welfare as a trade concern 
in all ongoing and future bilateral and multilateral trade negotiations, with all imports of 
animal products from developed countries being required to comply with EU laws on 
animal welfare, and imports from developing countries being required to meet equivalent 
standards;

33. Stresses that particular attention should be paid in trade negotiations between the EU and 
third countries to the use of pesticides, particularly to the different approaches to their use, 
as standards relating to the use of pesticides are significantly higher in the EU than in third 
countries;

34. Stresses the importance of ensuring that in negotiating agreements with third countries no 
provisions are included that could reduce or weaken the guarantees currently provided by 
the Union to consumers concerning the agri-food industry, particularly as regards the use 
of products derived from GMOs or cloning; 

35. Calls for agricultural imports into the EU to be permitted only if the imported products 
meet European standards of consumer protection, animal welfare and environmental 
protection and comply with minimum social standards;

36. Calls on the Commission to outlaw imports of any agricultural product sold to the public 
at below its real production cost, thus preventing social, economic and environmental 
dumping of all kinds;
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37. Insists that consumers must be given accurate information on the characteristics of the 
products traded;

38. Given that protected geographical indications offer European agriculture one of its biggest 
competitive advantages and that products from third countries can also apply to be 
protected by the EU geographical indications scheme, urges the Commission to continue 
to hold a firm position in this respect in all ongoing negotiations, including the TTIP 
negotiations; considers furthermore that any agreement which would not protect 
geographical indications should not be signed;

39. Regrets that under recently concluded or ongoing trade negotiations, only a ‘short list’ of 
EU geographical indications is protected by our trading partners; asks the Commission, 
therefore, to establish rules ensuring a high level of protection for all EU geographical 
indications on the markets of third countries with which negotiations are under way, 
together with suitable implementing measures;

40. Notes that the protection and recognition of geographical indicators in third countries is 
potentially of great value to the entire EU agri-food sector, and considers that all trade 
agreements should include protective measures and actions to combat counterfeiting;

41. Regrets, in this connection, that under the trade agreement with Canada, a number of 
major denominations that enjoy protection at European level have been treated as 
generic or semi-generic; urges the Commission in this regard to give support during trade 
negotiations to those countries that have not yet introduced arrangements for the 
protection of geographical designations, so as to create effective systems compatible with 
existing EU provisions;

42. Stresses the importance of progress regarding health, phytosanitary and other non-tariff 
barriers to agricultural trade, in all free trade negotiations, especially regarding the red 
lines drawn by the EU that might have implications for the health of consumers;

43. Emphasises that trade negotiations must under no circumstances be used to alter EU 
legislation;

44. Stresses that, in the context of TTIP and other ongoing negotiations on regulatory issues, 
broader international regulatory cooperation in agricultural matters should be reinforced 
and should also have positive spillovers in third countries, in particular in developing 
countries;

45. Stresses that the EU should promote innovation to enhance productivity as a way of 
coping with the ever-increasing global population, by supporting initiatives to address 
issues such as climate change and help farmers adapt to environmental challenges of all 
kinds.
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