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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on the 

Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 

following suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas the EU and its Member States are all signatories to the Paris agreement, and, as 

such, committed to limiting global warming to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels 

and to pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial 

levels; 

1. Welcomes the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its sustainability goals; 

calls for equal consideration of all three pillars of sustainability (social, environmental and 

economic); stresses that, while EU agriculture is already making a valuable contribution to 

sustainability through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), environmental 

requirements and cross-compliance, it still needs to adapt better on a global, European and 

national level to the more complex and interconnected trends and challenges that the 

world is currently facing, while paying particular attention to the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs); 

2. Stresses the crucial contribution of the European agricultural sector to the achievement of 

the UN SDGs, in particular SDG 2 to end hunger, to guarantee food security and 

improved nutrition, and to promote sustainable agriculture; recognises, moreover, its 

relevance in contributing to other SDGs, such as the sustainable management of water 

(SDG 6), affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all (SDG 7), sustained, 

inclusive and sustainable economic growth (SDG 8), sustainable production patterns 

(SDG 12), combating climate change (SDG 13) and the sustainable management of 

forests, halting and reversing land degradation, combating desertification and halting 

biodiversity loss (SDG 15); 

3. Emphasises the unique and complementary relationship between agriculture, the 

environment and food security; highlights, in this regard, the role that locally led agri-

environmental schemes play across the Member States in fostering and enhancing this 

relationship; 

4. Calls on the Commission to encourage more efficient agronomic practices – such as 

agroecological and diversification approaches – and improved, sustainable agricultural 

resource management in the European Union and third countries, in order to reduce the 

input costs of agricultural production and nutrient wastage, enhance knowledge and 

innovation transfer, foster resource efficiency, and increase the diversity of crops and 

sustainability in farming systems; 

5. Notes that women working in farming in developing countries could increase farm yields 

by 20-30 % if they had the same access to resources as men; stresses that this level of 

yield could reduce the number of people who go hungry around the world by 12-17 %; 

6. Points out that the EU farming sector provides jobs for millions of people in rural areas in 

agriculture and in other sectors, guaranteeing food supplies and food security and 

attracting people to rural areas as a place in which to live, work and relax; points out, 

furthermore, that high biodiversity and high nature value landscapes attract people to the 
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countryside, bringing added value to rural areas; notes the great value of rural 

development policy in building viable, robust and vibrant rural communities and 

economies; points out that better access for farmers to resources is essential in order to 

achieve this; 

7. Calls for farming to be developed by focusing on family holdings with the aid of a better 

use of European funds such as the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI), and 

by paying special attention to small- and medium-sized holdings, by sharing and 

transferring expertise and by exploiting the advantages of local and regional value and 

production chains and regional employment, with greater emphasis on peri-urban links 

and direct sales, which have been a successful model in many parts of the EU; takes the 

view that the ability of farmers to generate fair remuneration from their labour is a 

prerequisite for the sustainability of European agriculture and a guarantee of farmers’ 

welfare; 

8. Believes that adequate levels of public investment must be ensured so as to guarantee 

lasting, sustainable and inclusive solutions; 

9. Stresses, in particular, the fundamental role of women as members of family farms, which 

constitute the main socioeconomic cell of rural areas, in caring for food production, 

preservation of traditional knowledge and skills, cultural identity and protection of the 

environment, bearing in mind that women in rural areas are also affected by wage and 

pension gaps; 

10. Recalls that it is important to guarantee proper public services, notably care for children 

and the elderly, given that such services are particularly important for women, since they 

have traditionally played a major role in looking after young and elderly family members; 

11. Welcomes the Commission’s commitment to take forward work on simplifying the CAP 

and asks the Commission to take duly into account any adequate proposals for further 

simplification and a goal-oriented approach; 

12. Points out the important role of traditional knowledge and foodstuffs, especially in 

outermost regions, mountain and disadvantaged areas of the EU, as well as the economic 

contribution that European quality schemes such as Protected Geographical Indication 

(PGI) bring to local areas; recalls Parliament’s unanimous support for extending such 

protection to a wider range of regionally produced goods; stresses, in this connection 

moreover, the role of EU quality schemes (PDO/PGI/TSG) in offering and maintaining 

livelihoods in those areas; recognises that these schemes are more widely known only in 

some Member States and calls for awareness to be raised across the Union on their 

advantages; 

13. Stresses the significance and potential of sustainable forest management in Europe 

(including non-wood resources), which secures jobs, generates added value and makes a 

crucial contribution to the achievement of biodiversity, climate and environmental 

protection targets; stresses the need to integrate the multiple uses of wood, so that the 

resource is sustainably developed in its entirety; points out, while noting that the EU does 

not have a common policy on forests, that forest management should meet the 

requirements drawn up under ‘Forest Europe’ (the Ministerial Conference on the 

Protection of Forests in Europe); 
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14. Stresses the important role of the sustainable production and use of timber and other 

forest-based materials such as cork and wood derivatives, including textile fibres, in the 

development of sustainable economic models and the creation of green jobs; 

15. Stresses the contribution of the Mediterranean forest and the dehesa agroforestry system – 

which seamlessly combines sustained, extensive livestock farming with farming and 

forestry activities – to the objectives of conserving and ensuring the sustainability of 

biodiversity, for the purposes of recognition and support under the CAP; 

16. Recognises the need for improved transportation and logistics for forest management and 

the extraction of timber; calls on the Member States, therefore, to develop sustainable 

logistical and logging systems which have a reduced impact on the climate; 

17. Stresses the importance of having a shared vision and a framework for action for all the 

Member States, with particular emphasis on the key drivers for developing sustainable 

agriculture, such as sustainable resources and climate policies; 

18. Stresses the importance of bioenergy to farms and the bioeconomy, and of installations, 

for the generation, storage, distribution and on-farm use of renewable energy, as they help 

to secure farmers’ incomes by offering them an additional product to sell, and both create 

and preserve high-quality jobs in rural areas; stresses that the development of bioenergy 

must be pursued sustainably and must not hamper the production of food and feed; 

stresses that energy needs should instead be met by encouraging the use of waste and by-

products that are not useful in any other process; 

19. Notes that combating food waste and losses of food along the production and supply chain 

is an important aspect of sustainable development to which agriculture must contribute; 

stresses that, by using agricultural and food waste (where it cannot be used anywhere else) 

and manure, such as in biogas plants, bio refineries and the production of fertilisers, the 

bioeconomy is another tool which, as part of the circular economy, can be used to help 

reduce the environmental impact of farming, by reducing the emissions of greenhouse 

gases and pollutants in the air, soil and bodies of water, and can also contribute to the 

more efficient and sustainable use of resources; highlights the importance of support 

under the second pillar for the introduction of technology, making it possible to use 

agricultural waste with a view to an efficient agricultural sector; calls on the Commission 

and the Member States to invest in this technology where appropriate; 

20. Underlines the importance of by-products of biofuel production as a regional source of 

protein-rich animal feed, of which in 2012-2013 around 70 % had to be imported from 

outside of the EU1; 

21. Stresses the contribution that the livestock sector makes to the EU economy and to 

sustainable agriculture, particularly when integrated into arable production systems; draws 

attention to the potential of active nutrient cycle management in the livestock sector to 

reduce the environmental impact of CO2, ammonia and nitrate emissions; draws attention, 

furthermore, to the potential of integrated farming to contribute to a better functioning 

agricultural ecosystem and a climate-friendly farming sector; 

                                                 
1 https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/103924/Schaefer_BCEPHearing.pdf  

https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/103924/Schaefer_BCEPHearing.pdf
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22. Notes that growing leguminous crops in arable rotation can deliver a win-win situation for 

farmers, animals, biodiversity and climate needs; calls on the Commission to come 

forward with a protein plan that includes leguminous crops in rotation; 

23. Regards further progress in precision farming, digitalisation, the rational use of energy, 

plant and animal breeding and the mainstreaming of integrated pest management as 

necessary, because increased efficiency based on SDGs and functional biodiversity will 

help to reduce both the land requirement and the environmental impact of farming; 

considers that getting biodiversity to work for farmers could help to improve income, soil 

health and performance, and help with pest control and improving pollinisation; 

highlights, therefore, the importance of an improved regulatory framework so as to ensure 

timely, efficient and effective decision-making procedures; highlights that these ‘smart’ 

solutions should incentivise and support initiatives tailored to the needs of smallholdings 

without economies of scale to benefit from new technologies;  

24. Considers it essential to maintain and develop the performance of traditional and local 

breeds, given their ability to adapt to the characteristics of their native environment, and 

for the right of farmers to breed plants autonomously and to store and exchange seeds of 

different species and varieties to be respected, in order to ensure the genetic diversity of 

agriculture; rejects attempts of any kind to patent life, plants and animals, genetic 

material, or essential biological processes, especially where native strains, varieties and 

characteristics are concerned; 

25. Considers that, in order to further encourage farming excellence and quality in Europe and 

to bring European agriculture into line with the 2030 Agenda, it is necessary to continue 

to focus on research, innovation and training and to invest in agricultural advisory 

services; highlights the importance of ongoing professional development in new 

technologies in order to drive efficiency and environmental sustainability; calls, therefore, 

for continued research and development in high- and low-tech applications and plant 

protection, including biological low-risk pesticides and biological control options, on the 

possibility of reducing the use of water and improving soil quality; 

26. Calls on the Commission to come forward with an action plan and to set up an expert 

group in order to work towards a more sustainable integrated plant protection 

management system; highlights the need for a pest management system that improves the 

interaction between plant breeding efforts, natural combat systems and pesticide use; 

27. Recognises the long-term challenges associated with sustainable agriculture and calls on 

the Commission and the Member States to develop a long-term investment plan, with 

continuity of funding, for basic and applied research; calls on the Commission and 

Member States, furthermore, to invest in training for specialists in sustainable agriculture 

and to provide the opportunity to consult experts; 

28. Believes it necessary to promote broadband availability and improve transport services in 

rural areas, so as to contribute not only to the achievement of environmental sustainability 

objectives but also to the promotion of growth in rural areas that is fully sustainable in 

environmental, economic and social terms. 
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