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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as 

the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Stresses the importance of agriculture and rural development in delivering key EU 

objectives and priorities, such as food security, job creation, the sustainable management 

of natural resources, innovation and territorial balance, and the fact that agriculture and 

rural development constitute an important part of the overall EU budget owing to the 

common nature of the policy; recognises the role of shared management in the 

implementation of the Common Agricultural Policy; recalls that spending on agriculture 

has declined in relative terms, while at the same time having been assigned new roles in 

climate change mitigation and the provision of public goods, and now accounts for around 

38 % of the EU budget; calls, therefore, for the agriculture budget to remain at least at its 

current level in order for the sector to continue delivering on key objectives, especially 

given the fact that the agricultural sector is frequently affected by crises that require a 

budgetary response; notes that revenue stability must be a priority;  

2. Urges the Member States to fully exploit the programming tools available for agriculture 

and rural development in the current financial period; urges the Commission to further 

ensure the smooth implementation of these programmes; 

3. Stresses that the Commission should reliably estimate the needs of agriculture under 

Heading 2; requests that all available margins under Heading 2 be reserved for the 

agricultural sector, regardless of other political priorities, and that these margins be 

protected and maintained in the next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF); calls for 

consistent application of the principle that all revenue derived from agriculture remains 

within the agriculture budget; 

4. Stresses the important role of the crisis reserves; insists that, given their vital contribution 

to reducing financial losses resulting from the crises affecting this sector, any funds from 

the 2017 budget that are allocated to the agricultural sector crisis reserve through the 

financial discipline mechanism and are left unspent be made available in full as direct 

payments in the 2018 budget in accordance with Article 26(5) of Regulation (EU) No 

1306/2013; 

5. Notes that European agriculture has increasingly been exposed to crises in recent years; 

calls, therefore, on the Commission to reconsider the existing crisis reserve system, and to 

create a new instrument that enables rapid political intervention in the event of a crisis and 

does not rely on an annual financial discipline mechanism for its funding; 

6. Notes that the points covered by the ‘omnibus package’ make for increased 

implementation potential and that these points should be reflected appropriately in the 

2018 budget; highlights that the budget should be implemented in line with the increased 

potential of this simplification; calls for sufficient funds to be made available in order to 

implement all elements of CAP simplification; stresses that CAP simplification should 

also ensure the further reduction of error rates in the use of the funds, while positive 

changes should also mean simplification for the end user; supports all steps taken towards 

a performance-based approach; 
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7. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to monitor, in a timely manner, the price 

volatility of agricultural products, which has adverse effects on farmers’ incomes, and to 

react promptly and effectively when needed, giving farmers the option of combating this 

price volatility directly; 

8. Considers that the active farmers clause set out in Article 9 of Regulation (EU) No 

1307/2013 ensures that any reputational risk associated with EU funds is eliminated; asks 

the Commission to ensure uniform application of the criteria of the active farmers clause 

with a view to the simplified but more reliable identification of these farmers; stresses the 

importance of active farmers fulfilling these criteria for the purposes of allocating EU 

funding; 

9. Stresses the need for further simplification of the CAP to go hand in hand with the 

budgetary resources required in order for it to realise its full potential and achieve key 

objectives and priorities; 

10. Insists that the initiatives targeting young farmers, which support innovation and 

generation renewal, should be maintained; 

11. Highlights the continuing imbalances in the food supply chain, in which the position of 

primary producers is considerably weaker than that of other actors; urges the Commission, 

therefore, to enhance the role of farmers in the food supply chain by incentivising the 

creation and strengthening of producer organisations and cooperatives, and fostering 

cooperation between producers and retailers, short supply chains, and quality local brands 

as a range of measures to tackle unfair trading practices, and by taking action to improve 

the transparency of prices and margins in the food supply chain; highlights Parliament’s 

position on unfair trading practices and recalls its repeated requests for EU legislation in 

this regard; stresses that clarification of the rules regarding producer organisations is 

essential for successful operation and use of the funds available; 

12. Welcomes the interest of producers, producer organisations and associations in the 

promotion policy adopted in Regulation (EU) No 1144/2014; notes, however, that 

stakeholders have expressed concern about the accessibility of the programmes, especially 

for SMEs in the sector; calls on the Commission to launch a thorough assessment of the 

promotion policy and to consider increasing its budget; 

13. Stresses Local Action Group (LAG) expertise in the organisation of rural development 

programmes; urges the Commission and the Member States to ensure the smooth 

implementation of the community-based approaches and requests the allocation of more 

comprehensive funding; 

14. Insists that a sufficient amount of resources are set aside for controls of the food supply 

chain, with a particular focus on trade relations and equal food nutrient content across the 

EU; 

15. Considers that opportunities offered by ‘smart’ solutions should be further analysed, 

exploited and promoted; highlights the fact that these ‘smart’ solutions should maintain 

coherence with environment, climate and biodiversity policy objectives, ensure close 

cooperation with relevant stakeholders from all Member States, and incentivise and 

support initiatives tailored to the needs of smallholdings without economies of scale so 
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that they may benefit from new technologies; notes that integrated ‘smart’ solutions – 

such as smart villages, precision farming, digitalisation, the shared and circular economy, 

and social initiatives – can contribute to agriculture and overall well-being in rural areas; 

points out that consideration should be given to villages to ensure that rural areas are 

economically viable, desirable and environmentally sustainable places to live; welcomes 

existing and future projects that are targeting ‘smart’ solutions; urges the Commission to 

plan funding for ‘smart’ approaches in the light of the CAP reform and the Cork 2.0 

Declaration; asks that funds earmarked for research and innovation in the agri-food sector 

remain fully available; 

16. Believes that, given their proven environmental benefits and increased agricultural 

efficiency, financial support for the further uptake of smart and innovate solutions in the 

agricultural sector is required; 

17. Welcomes the creation of new market observatories for crops and sugar; recognises the 

Commission’s efforts to continue the reform with a view to further boosting the fruit and 

vegetable sector; considers that producer groups and a potential observatory covering this 

sector, together with those covering the milk and meat sectors, might be beneficial in 

providing accurate, timely information; notes that market observatories could make 

agricultural markets more transparent by providing a more precise overview of sectors;  

18. Highlights the importance of pilot projects to the agricultural and rural development 

sectors in recent years; asks for continued support, especially for those ongoing projects 

that have proved very successful, for sufficient attention to be paid to the dissemination of 

best practices and lessons learned, and for the mainstreaming of successful approaches; 

calls on the Commission to carry out an ex-post evaluation of the efficiency and benefits 

of those pilot projects and preparatory actions; 

19. Recognises the role of financial resources in alleviating any impact of price volatility; 

notes also that a sector-specific income stabilisation tool based on a mutual fund is an 

appropriate approach; insists further that some specific agricultural sub-sectors and 

initiatives, such as bee-keeping and the school milk and fruit programmes, should remain 

in focus; 

20. Asks that sufficient funds be earmarked for research and EU veterinary and phyto-sanitary 

actions; stresses that the current appropriation of EUR 20 million budgeted for veterinary 

and phyto-sanitary actions may not be sufficient to cover an increased number of 

epidemics such as, among others, avian influenza, African swine fever, lumpy skin 

disease, fresh outbreaks of Xylella fastidiosa, and invasions of Vespa velutina and Tecia 

solanivora; notes that other risk management tools should also be maintained in case of 

environmental incidents, market related hazards or revenue variations; asks that current 

marketing standards be updated to prevent unnecessary financial losses for producers; 

21. Insists on the need to set aside funding to compensate for the economic losses suffered by 

farmers as a result of market crises and sanitary or phyto-sanitary crises such as Xylella 

fastidiosa, and reiterates the need to use the available margins under Heading 2 in 

cooperation with Heading 3 to this effect; insists that compensation for eradication should 

also cover the rehabilitation of agro-ecosystems, including healthy living soils, and the 

establishment of robust biological diversity, especially by ensuring the genetic diversity of 

the planting stock and ideally its resistance to or tolerance of the disease or pest in 
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question, so that agro-ecosystems are less susceptible to future attacks;  

22. Considers that the impact of Brexit and the continuing Russian embargo on the 

agricultural market must be taken into account; 

23. Points out that Brexit could have a significant financial impact on the future MFF; points 

out, moreover, that the CAP, which is a common European policy primarily financed from 

the EU budget, could face a greater financial impact than other policies, bearing in mind 

that state aid may only be granted to a very limited extent; insists, therefore, that the CAP 

budget be reviewed and that consideration be given to the possibility of an increase in the 

CAP budget to take account of market failures and crises. 
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