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Subject:	<Titre>Opinion on Proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion of the Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community</Titre> <DocRef>(COM(2019/0194); COM(2018/0841); COM(2018/0834); COM(2018/0833) – C9-0148/2019 – 2018/0427(NLE))</DocRef>
Dear Mr Tajani,
The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development considered the matter at its meeting of 22 January 2020. At that meeting[footnoteRef:1], it decided unanimously to call on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its recommendation. [1:  The following were present for the final vote: Norbert Lins (Chair), Mairead McGuinness (rapporteur for opinion), Álvaro Amaro, Franc Bogovič, Daniel Buda, Herbert Dorfmann, Balázs Hidvéghi, Peter Jahr, Marlene Mortler, Anne Sander, Simone Schmiedbauer, Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez, Clara Aguilera, Eric Andrieu, Attila Ara‑Kovács, Carmen Avram, Adrian‑Dragoş Benea, Isabel Carvalhais, Paolo De Castro, Juozas Olekas, Massimiliano Smeriglio, Atidzhe Alieva‑Veli, Asger Christensen, Jérémy Decerle, Martin Hlaváček, Elsi Katainen, Ulrike Müller, Sheila Ritchie, Mara Bizzotto, Angelo Ciocca, Ivan David, Gilles Lebreton, Maxette Pirbakas, Benoît Biteau, Martin Häusling, Pär Holmgren, Bronis Ropė, Sarah Wiener, Mazaly Aguilar, Krzysztof Jurgiel, Zbigniew Kuźmiuk, Bert‑Jan Ruissen, Veronika Vrecionová, Luke Ming Flanagan, Petros Kokkalis, Dino Giarrusso, Ivan Vilibor Sinčić] 

Yours sincerely,
[bookmark: _GoBack](signed) Norbert Lins

SUGGESTIONS
The AGRI Committee wishes to stress the following essential points concerning the impact on EU agriculture of Brexit and the solutions proposed in the Withdrawal Agreement and the Political Declaration. 

[bookmark: restart]1.	In terms of agricultural policy per se, the withdrawal of the UK does not appear to raise insurmountable problems since the application of the mechanisms and payments of the CAP to the UK can be discontinued relatively easily. The fact that the end of the transition period foreseen by the Withdrawal Agreement would coincide with the end of the current MFF (2014-2020) would facilitate things in this respect;

2.	However, we would wish to point out that any extension of the transition period would need to be accompanied by appropriate financing provisions and accounts properly settled at the end of this period, as provided for in Article 132 of the Agreement, notwithstanding the UK being considered as a third country under the MFF from the year 2021;

3.	The continued protection in the UK of the numerous (more than 3000) Geographical Indications (GIs) applying to agricultural, food or drink products originating in the EU has been a serious source of concern for the AGRI Committee during the negotiations of the Agreement. In this respect, the Committee is satisfied that the current text secures the protection of EU-GIs in Northern Ireland, and the protection of EU-GIs approved by the end of the transition period in other parts of the UK;

4.	We would like to underline the importance of preserving this protection in the arrangements governing the future relationship. Furthermore, not only should these arrangements cover all existing EU-GIs, they should also, in our opinion, include bilateral cooperation mechanisms for the mutual recognition by the UK and the EU-27 of new GIs approved after the transition period and, if relevant, in case the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland would cease to apply pursuant to its Article 18;

5.	We are acutely aware that the issue of Ireland and Northern Ireland has implications well beyond the agricultural sector. However, given the importance of tariff and non-tariff barriers in agriculture, the highly integrated and interdependent character of the Irish and Northern Irish agricultural markets, and the constant circulation across the border of live animals, finished products and products requiring further processing, the smooth handling of this issue is particularly important for this sector. In this respect, the AGRI Committee welcomes the maintenance of the status quo, the current invisible border and North-South cooperation on the island of Ireland as set out in the Good Friday Agreement, provided the democratic consent referred to in Article 18 of the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland is granted;


6.	At the same time, we would like to stress the absolute need to ensure the proper implementation of the Protocol, in order to not only maintain the above status quo, but also to prevent the creation of loopholes in the tariff and non-tariff protection of the EU. The work of the Joint Committee in finalising arrangements under the Protocol will be key. These two objectives should also be reflected and enforced through any arrangements on the future relationship in case the Protocol would cease to apply pursuant to Article 18;

7.	The main agricultural issues raised by Brexit relate to trade. Agricultural and agri-food products are those with the highest levels of tariff and non-tariff protection in the EU as in most countries of the world, and as will likely be the case in the UK. The sector therefore stands to suffer most from the withdrawal of the UK from the Customs Union and the Single Market at the end of the transition period, especially as the trade volumes at stake are significant: on the basis of current trade flows, the UK could become the EU-27 main agri-food trade partner for both exports and imports after Brexit;

8.	We would therefore like to point out that if the Agreement comes into force, it will be of the utmost importance to take advantage of the transition period to negotiate comprehensive arrangements that will create a free trade area, as envisaged under the Political Declaration. Failing that, the agricultural sector would face a real “cliff edge scenario” in terms of bilateral trade, with the UK and the EU-27 trading under the rules of the World Trade Organization, without any preferential access to each other’s market, and possibly starting also to diverge in terms of their respective regulatory frameworks. We wish to emphasise strongly that, from the perspective of the AGRI Committee, everything should be done to avoid such a scenario. Should that not prove possible, the AGRI Committee would urge the Commission to provide sufficient resources to mitigate the effects for farmers and the agri-food industry in the case of a cliff-edge outcome at the end of the transition period, just as has been planned for in case of a failure to ratify the Withdrawal Agreement;

9.	The new national agricultural policy that the UK will put into place after its withdrawal from the EU and the new trade agreements it will agree with other third countries will also have a decisive impact on the sector. They are nevertheless beyond the scope of this opinion on the Agreement;

10.	Consequently, the AGRI Committee strongly supports the Withdrawal Agreement as agreed by the EU and UK negotiators and referred to Parliament for consent, and hope that its entry into force and its proper implementation will open the way to arrangements on the future relationship that will preserve, as much as possible, the agricultural interests of the EU.
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