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Amendment 1
Luke Ming Flanagan

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Emphasises that the preferential 
treatment granted for certain Moroccan 
fruit and vegetable exports to the EU under 
the agreement of 8 March 2012 concerning 
reciprocal liberalisation measures on 
agricultural products, processed 
agricultural products, fish and fishery 
products is a particularly sensitive matter 
for Europe’s horticulture industry, 
especially in southern Europe;

1. Emphasises that the preferential 
treatment granted for certain Moroccan 
fruit and vegetable exports to the EU under 
the agreement of 8 March 2012 concerning 
reciprocal liberalisation measures on 
agricultural products, processed 
agricultural products, fish and fishery 
products is a particularly sensitive matter 
for Europe’s horticulture industry, 
especially in southern Europe given the 
lack of traceability and differing 
standards;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Emphasises that the preferential 
treatment granted for certain Moroccan 
fruit and vegetable exports to the EU under 
the agreement of 8 March 2012 concerning 
reciprocal liberalisation measures on 
agricultural products, processed 
agricultural products, fish and fishery 
products is a particularly sensitive matter 
for Europe’s horticulture industry, 
especially in southern Europe;

1. Emphasises that the preferential 
treatment granted for certain Moroccan 
fruit and vegetable exports to the EU under 
the agreement of 8 March 2012 concerning 
reciprocal liberalisation measures on 
agricultural products, processed 
agricultural products, fish and fishery 
products – all the more so in the absence 
of adequate traceability – is a particularly 
sensitive matter for Europe’s horticulture 
industry, especially in southern Europe;

Or. es
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Amendment 3
Hilde Vautmans

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Emphasises that the preferential 
treatment granted for certain Moroccan 
fruit and vegetable exports to the EU under 
the agreement of 8 March 2012 concerning 
reciprocal liberalisation measures on 
agricultural products, processed 
agricultural products, fish and fishery 
products is a particularly sensitive matter 
for Europe’s horticulture industry, 
especially in southern Europe;

1. Emphasises that the preferential 
treatment granted for certain Moroccan 
fruit and vegetable exports to the EU under 
the agreement of 8 March 2012 concerning 
reciprocal liberalisation measures on 
agricultural products, processed 
agricultural products, fish and fishery 
products is a particularly sensitive matter 
for Europe’s horticulture industry;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Nicola Caputo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Highlights the concerns expressed 
by certain EU sectors at increased duty-
free quotas for sensitive fruit and 
vegetable imports; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to present an assessment of 
the impact on European producers, and 
particularly on farmers' incomes, and to 
keep Parliament regularly informed;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Warns of the environmental risks, 
for example for water resources, entailed 
by intensive, uncontrolled and export-
oriented development of agricultural 
production in Western Sahara, as 
highlighted by the European 
Commission;

Or. es

Amendment 6
Nicola Caputo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Notes that the monitoring of 
sensitive agricultural products and the 
strict application of quotas are 
fundamental to the balanced functioning 
of the agreement;

Or. en

Amendment 7
José Bové
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Emphasises, furthermore, that in its 
opinion adopted on 13 July 2011 as part of 
the consent procedure in Parliament 
relating to the agreement, the Committee 
on Agriculture and Rural Development 
recommended that consent should not be 
given;

2. Emphasises, furthermore, that in its 
opinion adopted on 13 July 2011 as part of 
the consent procedure in Parliament 
relating to the agreement, the Committee 
on Agriculture and Rural Development 
recommended that consent should not be 
given, in view of the fact that: 'High 
Community standards in environmental 
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protection, working conditions, trade 
union protection, anti-dumping rules and 
food safety are not reciprocated in 
Moroccan products imported into the 
EU';

Or. fr

Amendment 8
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that most of the concerns 
expressed in that opinion are, from the 
point of view of the European horticulture 
industry, still relevant today, in what is a 
difficult and volatile period for the 
industry, in particular as a result of the 
ongoing Russian embargo;

3. Notes that most of the concerns 
expressed in that opinion are, from the 
point of view of the European horticulture 
industry, still relevant today, in what is a 
difficult and volatile period for the 
industry, in particular as a result of the 
continued use of European agriculture as 
a bartering chip in international trade 
relations and the ongoing Russian 
embargo;

Or. es

Amendment 9
Philippe Loiseau, Jacques Colombier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that most of the concerns 
expressed in that opinion are, from the 
point of view of the European horticulture 
industry, still relevant today, in what is a 
difficult and volatile period for the 
industry, in particular as a result of the 
ongoing Russian embargo;

3. Notes that most of the concerns 
expressed in that opinion are, from the 
point of view of the European horticulture 
industry, still relevant today, in what is a 
difficult and volatile period, in particular as 
a result of the sanctions unilaterally 
imposed on Russia, which have only had 
the effect of penalising the European 
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agricultural market and putting many 
sectors in difficulty;

Or. fr

Amendment 10
José Bové
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that most of the concerns 
expressed in that opinion are, from the 
point of view of the European horticulture 
industry, still relevant today, in what is a 
difficult and volatile period for the 
industry, in particular as a result of the 
ongoing Russian embargo;

3. Notes that most of the concerns 
expressed in that opinion, which was 
adopted in 2011, are, from the point of 
view of the European horticulture industry, 
still relevant today, in what is a difficult 
and volatile period for the industry, in 
particular as a result of the ongoing 
Russian embargo;

Or. fr

Amendment 11
Hilde Vautmans

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that most of the concerns 
expressed in that opinion are, from the 
point of view of the European horticulture 
industry, still relevant today, in what is a 
difficult and volatile period for the 
industry, in particular as a result of the 
ongoing Russian embargo;

3. Notes that most of the concerns 
expressed in that opinion are, from the 
point of view of the European horticulture 
industry, still relevant today, in what is a 
difficult and volatile period for the 
industry, one reason for this being the 
ongoing Russian embargo;

Or. nl
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Amendment 12
Jørn Dohrmann

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Is concerned at the mistreatment 
of live animals when exported from the 
EU to Morocco;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Georgios Epitideios

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises that there are still 
major competitiveness issues for European 
producers owing to the wide divergences 
compared with Moroccan producers in 
terms of labour costs, working conditions 
and environmental standards;

4. Emphasises that there are still 
major competitiveness issues for European 
producers owing to the wide divergences 
compared with Moroccan producers in 
terms of labour costs, working conditions
and environmental standards; stresses the 
need to make European products more 
competitive, putting an end to preferential 
agreements with third countries in the 
near future; recognizes the need to protect 
European arable and livestock farm 
products against unfair competition from 
third countries;

Or. el

Amendment 14
Philippe Loiseau, Jacques Colombier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment
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4. Emphasises that there are still 
major competitiveness issues for European 
producers owing to the wide divergences 
compared with Moroccan producers in 
terms of labour costs, working conditions 
and environmental standards;

4. Emphasises that there are still 
major competitiveness issues for European 
producers owing to the wide divergences 
compared in particular with Moroccan 
producers in terms of labour costs, working 
conditions and environmental standards;
calls for the principles of reciprocity and 
conformity to be applied in this 
agreement, as in all trade agreements with 
third countries, with regard to 
agricultural products;

Or. fr

Amendment 15
Daniel Buda

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises that there are still 
major competitiveness issues for European 
producers owing to the wide divergences 
compared with Moroccan producers in 
terms of labour costs, working conditions 
and environmental standards;

4. Emphasises that there are still 
major competitiveness issues for European 
producers owing to the wide divergences 
compared with Moroccan producers in 
terms of labour costs, working conditions 
and environmental standards; points out 
that substandard imports may create 
distortions in certain sectors of the single 
market and endanger consumer health;

Or. ro

Amendment 16
Hilde Vautmans, Pavel Telička, Ulrike Müller, Elsi Katainen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises that there are still 
major competitiveness issues for European 
producers owing to the wide divergences 

4. Emphasises that there are still 
major competitiveness issues for European 
producers owing to the wide divergences 
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compared with Moroccan producers in 
terms of labour costs, working conditions 
and environmental standards;

compared with Moroccan producers in 
terms of labour costs, working conditions, 
food safety, phytosanitary and 
environmental standards;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Luke Ming Flanagan

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Emphasises that there are still 
major competitiveness issues for European 
producers owing to the wide divergences 
compared with Moroccan producers in 
terms of labour costs, working conditions 
and environmental standards;

4. Emphasises that there are still 
major competitiveness issues for European 
producers owing to the wide divergences 
compared with Moroccan producers in 
terms of labour costs, overhead 
costs, working conditions and 
environmental standards;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Michela Giuffrida

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Stresses moreover that, in many 
cases, European products are denied not 
only a totally level playing field but also 
adequate protection against the risk of 
imported plant diseases not present in the 
EU; notes that, in light of the 
amendments to this Agreement, and as 
required also by the report from the 
Commission to the European Parliament 
and the Council on the effectiveness and 
consistency of sanitary and phytosanitary 
controls on imports of food, feed, animals 
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and plants' (COM/2010/0785), it will be 
necessary to review EU plant health 
arrangements, taking into account new 
realities in order to protect the Union 
from the introduction and spread of 
harmful organisms, while helping to 
ensure sustainable development, the 
competitiveness of the agricultural sector 
and food safety;

Or. it

Amendment 19
Clara Eugenia Aguilera García, Paolo De Castro, Ricardo Serrão Santos, Nicola 
Caputo, Tibor Szanyi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Regrets that the provisions adopted 
in Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 (single 
CMO) in order to overcome problems 
encountered in the correct application of 
the entry prices of fruit and vegetable 
imports from Morocco are becoming 
ineffective for the higher categories, the 
so-called ‘baby’ varieties, which have 
much higher marketing prices but which 
are attributed a standard product value 
upon entry to the EU, as is the case with 
‘cherry’ tomatoes; calls on the 
Commission to put an end to this 
anomaly;

Or. es

Amendment 20
Nicola Caputo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Emphasises that access to the EU's 
internal market should be contingent on 
compliance with sanitary, phytosanitary 
and environmental standards; asks the 
Commission to promote equivalency of 
measures and controls between Morocco 
and the European Union in the area of 
environmental and food safety standards, 
in order to guarantee fair competition 
between the two markets;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Jørn Dohrmann

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Emphasises the need for stronger 
animal rights legislation in Morocco 
and calls for training programmes for 
farmers, distributers 
and slaughterhouses in order to meet EU 
standards on animal welfare;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Nicola Caputo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Recognises that Morocco has 
ratified most of the relevant International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) conventions 
and adopted legislation to outlaw child 
labour; emphasises, nevertheless, that 
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there is still room for improvement 
regarding freedom of association and 
child labour;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Nicola Caputo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4c. Emphasises that all agricultural 
goods from all third countries imported 
into the EU must comply with the Union's 
sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) rules;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Luke Ming Flanagan

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Draws attention to the fact that 
some of the fruit and vegetables exported 
preferentially to the EU under the terms of 
the agreement in question (including 
tomatoes and melons) come from the 
territory of Western Sahara, and points out 
that very ambitious plans have been 
drawn up with a view to further 
developing such production and exports;

5. Draws attention to the fact that 
some of the fruit and vegetables exported 
preferentially to the EU under the terms of 
the agreement in question (including 
tomatoes and melons) come from the 
territory of Western Sahara, points out that 
on the on 21 December 2016, the EU's 
Supreme Court ruled that no trade or 
association agreement with Morocco 
could be applied to the territory of 
Western Sahara, since Western Sahara is 
not part of Morocco. Accordingly, the 
Court stated in § 106, the people of 
Western Sahara ought to be viewed as a 
third party to the EU's relations with 
Morocco. And for any such bilateral 
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arrangement to affect the third territory of 
Western Sahara, the express consent of 
the people of the territory should be 
obtained;

Or. en

Amendment 25
Miguel Viegas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Draws attention to the fact that 
some of the fruit and vegetables exported 
preferentially to the EU under the terms of 
the agreement in question (including 
tomatoes and melons) come from the 
territory of Western Sahara, and points out 
that very ambitious plans have been drawn 
up with a view to further developing such 
production and exports;

5. Draws attention to the fact that 
some of the fruit and vegetables exported 
preferentially to the EU under the terms of 
the agreement in question (including 
tomatoes and melons) come from the 
territory of Western Sahara, and points out 
that very ambitious plans have been drawn 
up with a view to further developing such 
production and exports; recalls that the 
Court of Justice of the European Union 
issued a clear judgment excluding the 
territories of Western Sahara from the 
EU-Morocco trade agreement;

Or. pt

Amendment 26
Philippe Loiseau, Jacques Colombier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Draws attention to the fact that 
some of the fruit and vegetables exported 
preferentially to the EU under the terms of 
the agreement in question (including 
tomatoes and melons) come from the 
territory of Western Sahara, and points out 

5. Draws attention to the fact that 
some of the fruit and vegetables exported 
preferentially to the EU under the terms of 
the agreement in question (including 
tomatoes and melons) come from the 
Moroccan region of Western Sahara, and 
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that very ambitious plans have been drawn 
up with a view to further developing such 
production and exports;

points out that very ambitious plans have 
been drawn up with a view to further 
developing such production and exports;

Or. fr

Amendment 27
Hilde Vautmans

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Draws attention to the fact that 
some of the fruit and vegetables exported 
preferentially to the EU under the terms of 
the agreement in question (including 
tomatoes and melons) come from the 
territory of Western Sahara, and points out 
that very ambitious plans have been drawn 
up with a view to further developing such 
production and exports;

5. Draws attention to the fact that 
some of the fruit and vegetables exported 
preferentially to the EU under the terms of 
the agreement in question (including 
tomatoes and melons) come from the 
territory of Western Sahara, and points out 
that ambitious plans have been drawn up 
with a view to further developing such 
production and exports;

Or. en

Amendment 28
José Bové

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Recalls the judgment of the Court 
of Justice of the European Union of 21 
December 2016, which concluded that the 
EU-Moroccan agreement on agricultural 
products did not apply to the territory of 
Western Sahara;

Or. fr
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Amendment 29
Clara Eugenia Aguilera García, Paolo De Castro, Ricardo Serrão Santos, Nicola 
Caputo, Tibor Szanyi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Calls for a proper labelling of 
these products so as to ensure full 
traceability;

Or. es

Amendment 30
José Bové
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Deplores the fact that the 
Commission has not taken into 
consideration the judgment of the Court 
of Justice of the European Union of 21 
December 2016; notes, therefore, that this 
agreement will not be able to provide a 
stable and indisputable framework for the 
economic players concerned, on both 
sides of the Mediterranean;

Or. fr

Amendment 31
José Bové
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment
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6. Regrets the legal uncertainty that 
has arisen since the Court of Justice 
judgment of 21 December 2016; is 
concerned that the Commission has been 
unable to provide reliable data on 
preferential imports of products from 
Western Sahara that may have been 
carried out since that date, in spite of the 
judgment in question; wonders what the 
cost has been to the EU budget of any 
preferences granted during the period 
concerned without a valid legal basis; in 
the absence of sufficient comparative 
information, is doubtful whether the 
Commission is able to assess the impact of 
the proposed new agreement properly;

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment 32
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Regrets the legal uncertainty that 
has arisen since the Court of Justice 
judgment of 21 December 2016; is 
concerned that the Commission has been 
unable to provide reliable data on 
preferential imports of products from 
Western Sahara that may have been carried 
out since that date, in spite of the judgment 
in question; wonders what the cost has 
been to the EU budget of any preferences 
granted during the period concerned 
without a valid legal basis; in the absence 
of sufficient comparative information, is 
doubtful whether the Commission is able 
to assess the impact of the proposed new 
agreement properly;

6. Reiterates that the Court of Justice 
judgment of 21 December 2016 provides 
that the agreements between the 
European Union and Morocco are not 
applicable to Western Sahara, recognising 
the latter as a different and separate 
territory from Morocco to which it is not 
linked through any tie of sovereignty; is 
concerned that, in spite of the judgment in 
question, the Commission insists on 
disregarding it and is not ready to comply 
with it or provide reliable data on 
preferential imports of products from 
Western Sahara that may have been carried 
out since that date, ; wonders what the cost 
has been to the EU budget of any 
preferences granted during the period 
concerned without a valid legal basis; in 
the absence of sufficient comparative 
information, is doubtful whether the 
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Commission is able to assess the impact of 
the proposed new agreement properly;

Or. es

Amendment 33
Miguel Viegas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Regrets the legal uncertainty that 
has arisen since the Court of Justice 
judgment of 21 December 2016; is 
concerned that the Commission has been 
unable to provide reliable data on 
preferential imports of products from 
Western Sahara that may have been carried 
out since that date, in spite of the judgment 
in question; wonders what the cost has 
been to the EU budget of any preferences 
granted during the period concerned 
without a valid legal basis; in the absence 
of sufficient comparative information, is 
doubtful whether the Commission is able
to assess the impact of the proposed new 
agreement properly;

6. Stresses the importance and clarity 
of the Court of Justice judgment of 
21 December 2016; is concerned that the 
Commission has been unable to provide 
reliable data on preferential imports of 
products from Western Sahara that may 
have been carried out since that date, in 
spite of the judgment in question; wonders 
what the cost has been to the EU budget of 
any preferences granted during the period 
concerned without a valid legal basis; in 
the absence of sufficient comparative 
information, is doubtful whether the 
Commission is able to assess the impact of 
the proposed new agreement properly and 
regrets that the European Commission 
has not so far engaged in a serious and 
constructive dialogue with the Polisario 
Front, which is recognised by the United 
Nations as the only legal representative of 
the Saharan people;

Or. pt

Amendment 34
Michel Dantin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment
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6. Regrets the legal uncertainty that 
has arisen since the Court of Justice 
judgment of 21 December 2016; is 
concerned that the Commission has been 
unable to provide reliable data on 
preferential imports of products from 
Western Sahara that may have been carried 
out since that date, in spite of the judgment 
in question; wonders what the cost has 
been to the EU budget of any preferences 
granted during the period concerned 
without a valid legal basis; in the absence 
of sufficient comparative information, is 
doubtful whether the Commission is able 
to assess the impact of the proposed new 
agreement properly;

6. Regrets the legal uncertainty that 
has arisen since the Court of Justice 
judgment of 21 December 2016; is 
concerned that the Commission has been 
unable to provide reliable data on 
preferential imports of products from 
Western Sahara that may have been carried 
out since that date, in spite of the judgment 
in question; wonders what the cost has 
been to the EU budget of any preferences 
granted during the period concerned 
without a valid legal basis; in the absence 
of sufficient comparative information, is 
doubtful whether the Commission is able
to assess the impact of the proposed new 
agreement properly and therefore requests 
the swift implementation of the exchange 
of information provided for in the 
Exchange of Letters;

Or. fr

Amendment 35
Philippe Loiseau, Jacques Colombier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Regrets the legal uncertainty that 
has arisen since the Court of Justice 
judgment of 21 December 2016; is 
concerned that the Commission has been 
unable to provide reliable data on 
preferential imports of products from 
Western Sahara that may have been carried 
out since that date, in spite of the judgment 
in question; wonders what the cost has 
been to the EU budget of any preferences 
granted during the period concerned 
without a valid legal basis; in the absence 
of sufficient comparative information, is 
doubtful whether the Commission is able 
to assess the impact of the proposed new 
agreement properly;

6. Regrets the legal uncertainty that 
has arisen since the Court of Justice 
judgment of 21 December 2016; is 
concerned that the Commission has been 
unable to provide reliable data on 
preferential imports of products from the 
Moroccan region of Western Sahara that 
may have been carried out since that date, 
in spite of the judgment in question; 
wonders what the cost has been to the EU 
budget of any preferences granted during 
the period concerned without a valid legal 
basis; in the absence of sufficient 
comparative information, is doubtful 
whether the Commission is able to assess 
the impact of the proposed new agreement 
properly;
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Or. fr

Amendment 36
José Bové
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Regrets the legal uncertainty that 
has arisen since the Court of Justice 
judgment of 21 December 2016; is 
concerned that the Commission has been 
unable to provide reliable data on 
preferential imports of products from 
Western Sahara that may have been carried 
out since that date, in spite of the judgment 
in question; wonders what the cost has 
been to the EU budget of any preferences 
granted during the period concerned 
without a valid legal basis; in the absence 
of sufficient comparative information, is 
doubtful whether the Commission is able 
to assess the impact of the proposed new 
agreement properly;

6. is concerned that the Commission 
has been unable to provide reliable and 
detailed data on preferential imports of 
products from Western Sahara that may 
have been carried out before and since that 
date, in spite of the judgment in question; 
wonders what the cost has been to the EU 
budget of any preferences granted during 
the period concerned without a valid legal 
basis; requests the Commission to provide 
a detailed estimate of this cost and, in the 
absence of sufficient comparative 
information, is doubtful whether the 
Commission is able to assess the impact of 
the proposed new agreement properly;

Or. fr

Amendment 37
Luke Ming Flanagan

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Regrets the legal uncertainty that 
has arisen since the Court of Justice 
judgment of 21 December 2016; is 
concerned that the Commission has been 
unable to provide reliable data on 
preferential imports of products from 
Western Sahara that may have been carried 
out since that date, in spite of the judgment 

6. Regrets that the EU has not 
respected the Court of Justice judgment of 
21 December 2016; is concerned that the 
Commission has been unable to provide 
reliable data on preferential imports of 
products from Western Sahara that may 
have been carried out since that date, in 
spite of the judgment in question; wonders 
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in question; wonders what the cost has 
been to the EU budget of any preferences 
granted during the period concerned 
without a valid legal basis; in the absence 
of sufficient comparative information, is 
doubtful whether the Commission is able 
to assess the impact of the proposed new 
agreement properly;

what the cost has been to the EU budget of 
any preferences granted during the period 
concerned without a valid legal basis; in 
the absence of sufficient comparative 
information, is doubtful whether the 
Commission is able to assess the impact of 
the proposed new agreement properly;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Nicola Caputo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Regrets the developments 
regarding the EU’s trade plans for 
Western Sahara; notes that the inclusion 
of Western Sahara in the EU-Morocco 
agreement undermines the UN peace 
process and the chances to reach an 
agreement ending the conflict; deplores 
the Commission's insistence on 
concluding an agreement including the 
territory of Western Sahara instead of 
limiting the agreement to the 
internationally-recognized territories of 
Morocco;

Or. en

Amendment 39
Paolo De Castro, Michela Giuffrida

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Emphasises that, although serious 
concerns remain regarding competitive 



PE628.535v01-00 22/34 AM\1164664EN.docx

EN

disadvantages for EU farmers generated 
by the initial association agreement, this 
updated text does not alter the tariff rate 
quotas and the preferential import regime 
previously established, while it only 
provides European producers with a 
clarification on the geographical scope of 
the agreement;

Or. en

Amendment 40
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Calls on the European 
Commission to open negotiations with the 
Polisario Front whenever it wishes an 
agreement to be applicable to Western 
Sahara;

Or. es

Amendment 41
José Bové
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Nevertheless welcomes the 
clarification that the new agreement 
provides, and hopes that it will be able 
henceforth to provide a clear, stable 
framework for the economic operators 
concerned, on both sides of the 
Mediterranean;

deleted
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Amendment 42
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Nevertheless welcomes the 
clarification that the new agreement 
provides, and hopes that it will be able 
henceforth to provide a clear, stable 
framework for the economic operators 
concerned, on both sides of the 
Mediterranean;

deleted

Or. es

Amendment 43
Philippe Loiseau, Jacques Colombier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Nevertheless welcomes the 
clarification that the new agreement 
provides, and hopes that it will be able 
henceforth to provide a clear, stable 
framework for the economic operators 
concerned, on both sides of the 
Mediterranean;

7. Nevertheless welcomes the 
clarification that the new agreement 
provides, and hopes that it will be able 
henceforth to provide a clear, stable 
framework for the economic operators 
concerned, on both sides of the 
Mediterranean; recalls that no farmer 
should have to endure the risky 
consequences of European geopolitical 
decisions;

Or. fr

Amendment 44
Miguel Viegas

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Nevertheless welcomes the 
clarification that the new agreement 
provides, and hopes that it will be able 
henceforth to provide a clear, stable 
framework for the economic operators 
concerned, on both sides of the 
Mediterranean;

7. Calls for the rejection of this
agreement in so far as it does not comply 
with the judgment of the Court of Justice 
of the European Union in any of its 
relevant points;

Or. pt

Amendment 45
Hilde Vautmans

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Nevertheless welcomes the 
clarification that the new agreement 
provides, and hopes that it will be able 
henceforth to provide a clear, stable 
framework for the economic operators 
concerned, on both sides of the 
Mediterranean;

7. Takes note of the new agreement 
and hopes that it will be able henceforth to 
provide a clear, stable framework for the 
economic operators concerned, for the 
parties of this agreement;

Or. en

Amendment 46
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Reiterates that this new agreement 
between the Union and Morocco is illegal 
insofar as it includes products from 
Western Sahara, and highlights the 
concerns that some Member States, social 
organisations, the Polisario Front and the 
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Legal Service of the European Parliament 
have expressed in terms of its legal and 
political repercussions for the exercising 
of the right to self-determination by 
Western Sahara;

Or. es

Amendment 47
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7b. Expresses its deep concern about 
the inadequate consultation procedure 
carried out by the European Commission 
which does not allow for the free and 
informed consent of the Sahrawi people, 
especially since the Polisario Front and 
other Sahrawi organisations have not 
been properly involved in the process;

Or. es

Amendment 48
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7c. Recalls that the Polisario Front, as 
recognised by the United Nations, is the 
legitimate representative of the Sahrawi 
people and that the conclusion of an 
agreement without their consent 
constitutes an infringement of the rights 
of the peoples of non-autonomous 
territories whose interests must be 
paramount, as laid down in Article 73 of 
the Charter of the United Nations;
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Or. es

Amendment 49
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7d. Emphasises that the majority of 
Sahrawis will not benefit economically or 
in any other manner from this agreement 
and condemns the fact that the 173 000 
Sahrawi refugees living in the Tindouf 
refugee camps have not been consulted on 
it and will not benefit from it;

Or. es

Amendment 50
Hilde Vautmans

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8

Draft opinion Amendment

8. Is doubtful whether the distinction 
drawn in the new agreement between 
products from the Sahara and those from 
Morocco is relevant from a customs and 
trade perspective, setting the obvious 
political aspects aside; notes, in particular, 
that in the new agreement there is no 
allocation of the tariff rate quotas laid 
down in the initial agreement, and that, in 
terms of access to the preferences granted 
by the EU, it will not therefore make any 
difference whatsoever whether or not 
products are of Sahrawi origin;

8. Is doubtful whether the distinction 
drawn in the new agreement between 
products from the Western Sahara and 
those from Morocco is relevant from an 
agricultural, customs and trade 
perspective, setting the obvious political 
aspects aside; notes, in particular, that in 
the new agreement there is no allocation of 
the tariff rate quotas laid down in the initial 
agreement, and that, in terms of access to 
the preferences granted by the EU, it will 
not therefore make any difference 
whatsoever whether or not products are of 
Western Sahara origin; calls for labelling 
of origin of the products originating from 
the Western Sahara;
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Or. en

Amendment 51
Philippe Loiseau, Jacques Colombier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8

Draft opinion Amendment

8. Is doubtful whether the distinction 
drawn in the new agreement between 
products from the Sahara and those from
Morocco is relevant from a customs and 
trade perspective, setting the obvious 
political aspects aside; notes, in particular, 
that in the new agreement there is no 
allocation of the tariff rate quotas laid 
down in the initial agreement, and that, in 
terms of access to the preferences granted 
by the EU, it will not therefore make any 
difference whatsoever whether or not 
products are of Sahrawi origin;

8. Is doubtful whether the distinction 
drawn in the new agreement between 
products from Morocco is relevant from a 
customs and trade perspective, given that 
this agreement in no way constitutes 
recognition of Western Sahara as a 
sovereign State; notes, in particular, that in 
the new agreement there is no allocation of 
the tariff rate quotas laid down in the initial 
agreement, and that, in terms of access to 
the preferences granted by the EU, the 
origin of the products will not therefore 
make any difference whatsoever;

Or. fr

Amendment 52
José Bové
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8

Draft opinion Amendment

8. Is doubtful whether the distinction 
drawn in the new agreement between 
products from the Sahara and those from 
Morocco is relevant from a customs and 
trade perspective, setting the obvious 
political aspects aside; notes, in particular, 
that in the new agreement there is no 
allocation of the tariff rate quotas laid 
down in the initial agreement, and that, in 
terms of access to the preferences granted 
by the EU, it will not therefore make any 

8. Is doubtful whether the distinction 
drawn in the new agreement between 
products from the Sahara and those from 
Morocco is legal from a customs and trade 
perspective, setting the obvious political 
aspects aside; notes, in particular, that in 
the new agreement there is no allocation of 
the tariff rate quotas laid down in the initial 
agreement, and that, in terms of access to 
the preferences granted by the EU, it will 
not therefore make any difference 
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difference whatsoever whether or not 
products are of Sahrawi origin;

whatsoever whether or not products are of 
Sahrawi origin;

Or. fr

Amendment 53
José Bové
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Rejects the argument of the 
legality of the certification of products of
Western Sahara by the Moroccan health 
authorities with regard to the decision of 
the Court of Justice declaring the two 
territories separate and distinct;

Or. fr

Amendment 54
José Bové
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 9

Draft opinion Amendment

9. Points out that Article 7 of 
Protocol 1 to the 2012 Agreement 
contains a safeguard clause making it 
possible for appropriate steps to be taken 
where imports of large quantities of 
agricultural products classed as sensitive 
under the agreement cause serious market 
distortion and/or serious harm to the 
industry concerned; hopes that 
preferential imports into the EU of 
sensitive agricultural products from 
Morocco and Western Sahara will 
continue to be subject to appropriate 

deleted
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monitoring by the Commission, and that 
the Commission will still be ready to 
activate the aforementioned clause where 
an established need arises;

Or. fr

Amendment 55
Norbert Erdős, Angélique Delahaye, Herbert Dorfmann, Marijana Petir, Franc Bogovič, 
Jarosław Kalinowski, Vladimir Urutchev

Draft opinion
Paragraph 9

Draft opinion Amendment

9. Points out that Article 7 of Protocol 
1 to the 2012 Agreement contains a 
safeguard clause making it possible for 
appropriate steps to be taken where imports 
of large quantities of agricultural products 
classed as sensitive under the agreement 
cause serious market distortion and/or 
serious harm to the industry concerned; 
hopes that preferential imports into the EU 
of sensitive agricultural products from 
Morocco and Western Sahara will continue 
to be subject to appropriate monitoring by 
the Commission, and that the Commission 
will still be ready to activate the 
aforementioned clause where an 
established need arises;

9. Points out that Article 7 of Protocol 
1 to the 2012 Agreement contains a 
safeguard clause making it possible for 
appropriate steps to be taken where imports 
of large quantities of agricultural products 
classed as sensitive under the agreement 
cause serious market distortion and/or 
serious harm to the industry concerned; 
hopes that preferential imports into the EU 
of sensitive agricultural products from 
Morocco and Western Sahara will continue 
to be subject to appropriate and broad
monitoring by the Commission, and that 
the Commission will still be ready to 
immediately activate the aforementioned 
clause where an established need arises;

Or. en

Amendment 56
Philippe Loiseau, Jacques Colombier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 9

Draft opinion Amendment

9. Points out that Article 7 of Protocol 
1 to the 2012 Agreement contains a 

9. Points out that Article 7 of 
Protocol 1 to the 2012 Agreement contains 
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safeguard clause making it possible for 
appropriate steps to be taken where imports 
of large quantities of agricultural products 
classed as sensitive under the agreement 
cause serious market distortion and/or 
serious harm to the industry concerned; 
hopes that preferential imports into the EU 
of sensitive agricultural products from 
Morocco and Western Sahara will 
continue to be subject to appropriate 
monitoring by the Commission, and that 
the Commission will still be ready to 
activate the aforementioned clause where 
an established need arises;

a safeguard clause making it possible for 
appropriate steps to be taken where imports 
of large quantities of agricultural products 
classed as sensitive under the agreement 
cause serious market distortion and/or 
serious harm to the industry concerned; 
hopes that preferential imports into the EU 
of sensitive agricultural products from 
Morocco will continue to be subject to 
appropriate monitoring by the 
Commission, and that the Commission will 
still be ready to activate the 
aforementioned clause where an 
established need arises:

Or. fr

Amendment 57
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez

Draft opinion
Paragraph 10

Draft opinion Amendment

10. Points out that the EU and 
Morocco have negotiated, as set out in the 
initial agreement concluded in 2012, an 
ambitious and comprehensive agreement 
on protecting the geographical indications 
and designations of origin of agricultural 
products, processed agricultural products, 
fish and fishery products that provides for 
the protection by Morocco of the full list 
of the EU’s geographical indications; 
points out, furthermore, that the 
procedure for concluding the agreement, 
which began in 2015, was suspended 
following the Court’s judgment of 21 
December 2016; calls for that procedure 
to be resumed and finalised as soon as 
possible in conjunction with the 
conclusion of the agreement considered in 
this opinion.

deleted
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Amendment 58
Norbert Erdős, Angélique Delahaye, Herbert Dorfmann, Marijana Petir, Franc Bogovič, 
Jarosław Kalinowski, Vladimir Urutchev

Draft opinion
Paragraph 10

Draft opinion Amendment

10. Points out that the EU and Morocco 
have negotiated, as set out in the initial 
agreement concluded in 2012, an ambitious 
and comprehensive agreement on 
protecting the geographical indications and 
designations of origin of agricultural 
products, processed agricultural products, 
fish and fishery products that provides for 
the protection by Morocco of the full list of 
the EU’s geographical indications; points 
out, furthermore, that the procedure for 
concluding the agreement, which began in 
2015, was suspended following the Court’s 
judgment of 21 December 2016; calls for 
that procedure to be resumed and finalised 
as soon as possible in conjunction with the 
conclusion of the agreement considered in 
this opinion.

10. Points out that the EU and Morocco 
have negotiated, as set out in the initial 
agreement concluded in 2012, an ambitious 
and comprehensive agreement on 
protecting the geographical indications and 
designations of origin of agricultural 
products, processed agricultural products, 
fish and fishery products that provides for 
the protection by Morocco of the full list of 
the EU’s geographical indications; points 
out, furthermore, that the procedure for 
concluding the agreement, which began in 
2015, was suspended following the Court’s 
judgment of 21 December 2016; calls for 
that procedure to be immediately resumed 
and finalised as soon as possible in 
conjunction with the conclusion of the 
agreement considered in this opinion. Calls 
on the Commission to intervene in front 
of EP Committee on Agriculture and 
Rural Development, as soon as possible, 
with a presentation on the current state of 
play of agricultural trade between the EU 
and Morocco and on the ongoing 
negotiations of the agreement on 
geographical indications.

Or. en

Amendment 59
Clara Eugenia Aguilera García, Ricardo Serrão Santos, Nicola Caputo, Tibor Szanyi, 
Paolo De Castro

Draft opinion
Paragraph 10
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Draft opinion Amendment

10. Points out that the EU and Morocco 
have negotiated, as set out in the initial 
agreement concluded in 2012, an ambitious 
and comprehensive agreement on 
protecting the geographical indications and 
designations of origin of agricultural 
products, processed agricultural products, 
fish and fishery products that provides for 
the protection by Morocco of the full list of 
the EU’s geographical indications; points 
out, furthermore, that the procedure for 
concluding the agreement, which began in 
2015, was suspended following the Court’s 
judgment of 21 December 2016; calls for 
that procedure to be resumed and finalised 
as soon as possible in conjunction with the 
conclusion of the agreement considered in 
this opinion.

10. Points out that the EU and Morocco 
have negotiated, as set out in the initial 
agreement concluded in 2012, an ambitious 
and comprehensive agreement on 
protecting the geographical indications and 
designations of origin of agricultural 
products, processed agricultural products, 
fish and fishery products that provides for 
the protection by Morocco of the full list of 
the EU’s geographical indications; points 
out, furthermore, that the procedure for 
concluding the agreement, which began in 
2015, was suspended following the Court’s 
judgment of 21 December 2016; calls for 
that procedure to be resumed and finalised 
as soon as possible in conjunction with the 
conclusion of the agreement considered in 
this opinion, encompassing some 
geographical indications and designations 
of origin which were unduly excluded at 
the start of the negotiations.

Or. es

Amendment 60
José Bové
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 10

Draft opinion Amendment

10. Points out that the EU and Morocco 
have negotiated, as set out in the initial 
agreement concluded in 2012, an ambitious 
and comprehensive agreement on 
protecting the geographical indications and 
designations of origin of agricultural 
products, processed agricultural products, 
fish and fishery products that provides for 
the protection by Morocco of the full list of 
the EU’s geographical indications; points 
out, furthermore, that the procedure for 
concluding the agreement, which began in 

10. Points out that the EU and Morocco 
have negotiated, as set out in the initial 
agreement concluded in 2012, an ambitious 
and comprehensive agreement on 
protecting the geographical indications and 
designations of origin of agricultural 
products, processed agricultural products, 
fish and fishery products that provides for 
the protection by Morocco of the full list of 
the EU’s geographical indications; points 
out, furthermore, that the procedure for 
concluding the agreement, which began in 
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2015, was suspended following the Court’s 
judgment of 21 December 2016; calls for 
that procedure to be resumed and 
finalised as soon as possible in 
conjunction with the conclusion of the 
agreement considered in this opinion.

2015, was suspended following the Court’s 
judgment of 21 December 2016;

Or. fr

Amendment 61
Luke Ming Flanagan

Draft opinion
Paragraph 10

Draft opinion Amendment

10. Points out that the EU and Morocco 
have negotiated, as set out in the initial 
agreement concluded in 2012, an ambitious 
and comprehensive agreement on 
protecting the geographical indications and 
designations of origin of agricultural 
products, processed agricultural products, 
fish and fishery products that provides for 
the protection by Morocco of the full list of 
the EU’s geographical indications; points 
out, furthermore, that the procedure for 
concluding the agreement, which began in 
2015, was suspended following the Court’s 
judgment of 21 December 2016; calls for 
that procedure to be resumed and 
finalised as soon as possible in 
conjunction with the conclusion of the 
agreement considered in this opinion.

10. Points out that the EU and Morocco 
have negotiated, as set out in the initial 
agreement concluded in 2012, an ambitious 
and comprehensive agreement on 
protecting the geographical indications and 
designations of origin of agricultural 
products, processed agricultural products, 
fish and fishery products that provides for 
the protection by Morocco of the full list of 
the EU’s geographical indications; points 
out, furthermore, that the procedure for 
concluding the agreement, which began in 
2015, was suspended following the Court’s 
judgment of 21 December 2016; .

Or. en

Amendment 62
José Bové
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 10 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

10a. Calls therefore on the Committee 
on International Trade, as the committee 
responsible, to propose that the European 
Parliament decline its consent.

Or. fr
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