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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Takes note of the EUR 59 994,9 million in commitments and EUR 58 014,3 million in 
payments that the Commission proposes in the Draft Budget 2020 for Heading 2, of 
which European Agricultural Guarantee Fund appropriations are slightly increased to 
EUR 43 531,8 million in commitments (+0,8 %) and to EUR 43 501,7 million in 
payments (+0,9 %) compared to the Budget 2019; deeply regrets that the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) appropriations are reduced to EUR 
14 708,7 million in commitments (-0,1 %) and EUR 13 141,2 million (-0,1 %) in 
payments compared to the Budget 2019, mostly due to a stagnation in the nominal term 
of the EAFRD as such and a strong decrease in Support Expenditures;

2. Insists that any revenue to the Union budget deriving from any assigned revenues or 
repayments of irregularities from agriculture in previous years should remain under 
Heading 2;

3. Regrets the reduction in appropriations proposed by the Commission for producer 
organisations in the fruit and vegetable sector (- EUR 14,6 million), which could 
negatively impact their growing contribution to rebalance the bargaining power in the 
food supply chain; regrets the absence of appropriations for the poultry meat sector as it 
suffers from unfair trade distortion with Ukraine;

4. Welcomes the Commission proposal to allocate EUR 50 million to ‘Other measures for 
beef and veal’ in order to support the sector in case of market difficulties linked to the 
United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the Union; is concerned that that sector will face 
additional stress from the Union’s trade agreement with Mercosur; 

5. Believes that the Union can make a vital contribution to the promotion of healthy eating 
habits, especially among children, and therefore considers it essential to make full use 
of the ceilings provided for in relation to the Union school schemes in the current 
regulation; therefore calls on the Member States to strengthen their national 
programmes to ensure full utilisation of the maximum available allocations (EUR 250 
million);

6. Welcomes the increased support for research and innovation dedicated to the supply of 
safe and high quality food; stresses that it is essential that funds earmarked for research 
in the agri-food sector, in particular from the Horizon 2020 budget, remain fully 
available as such in order to stimulate innovation and smart solutions in the agricultural 
and rural development sectors.


