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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Emphasises the important role played by farmers in food production and how this is 
dependent on natural resources such as soil, water and forests; recognises the 
multifunctionality of forests;

2. Notes that the role of agriculture is expanding as the growing world population requires 
increased food production; considers, therefore, that all further actions must address 
issues such as preventing unsustainable land use and management practices, coping 
with natural disturbances and mitigating climate change;

3. Stresses the need to promote the consumption of sustainably sourced goods by 
introducing a labelling and certification system for deforestation-free products imported 
into the EU and incorporating the deforestation-free aspect into EU trade deals and 
other multilateral agreements;

4. Underlines the need for further significant progress in developing and implementing an 
EU protein plant strategy and ensuring robust protein plant production within the EU;

5. Encourages the Commission to ensure that a multi-stakeholder platform that fully 
encompasses all relevant stakeholders be integrated into a legal framework;

6. Highlights the importance of further developing existing systems such as the FLEGT 
action plan to enable the transfer of knowledge and education for partners outside the 
EU;

7. Takes the view that the drivers of deforestation should be addressed in a EU policy 
framework, thereby ensuring the coherence of forest-related policies, reducing the 
pressure on forests by developing more innovative and efficient farming within and 
outside the EU, and reducing food losses throughout the food chain through new 
technologies; considers that the high demand for food should be addressed through 
technical assistance, cooperation among agricultural organisations and knowledge 
transfer;

8. Emphasises the importance of sustainable forest management within the EU and in third 
countries as an essential factor in ensuring the income of forest owners and farmers 
practicing agroforestry and in improving the resilience of forests.


