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European Parliament resolution on human rights violations in the Philippines

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Report of the independent Commission to Address Media and 
Activist Killings, chaired by Justice Jose Melo, which was released on 22 February 2007

- having regard to the preliminary report by Philip Alston, Special Rapporteur on 
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions 

- having regard to the Inter-Parliamentary Union's (IPU) fact-finding team which arrived in 
Manila on April 18

 -    having regard the fact to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights to which the Philippines are a party 

- having regard to the 14 May Congressional and local elections and the EU observer 
mission to be deployed 

- having regard to the 16th EU-ASEAN Ministerial Meeting Joint Co-Chairmen's Statement 
of 15 March 2007

-   having regard to the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) of Foreign Ministers on 28 and 29  
May in Hamburg 

– having regard to Rule 115 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. Whereas the human rights organisation Karapatan recorded 180 forced disappearances 
and over 800 killings, most of the time executed by unidentified gunmen on motorcycles, 
since President Arroyo assumed power in 2001,

B. Whereas most of those killed such as opposition party members, church people, 
community leaders, peasants, journalists, lawyers human rights activists or simply 
witnesses of extra-judicial killings have been accused by government representatives of 
being front organisations for illegal communist groups and "terrorists",

C.  Whereas 38 peasants alone have been killed and many more injured since 2001 for 
claiming their legal rights to land under the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program 
(CARP);

D. Whereas the Melo report recognizes that there have been hundreds of extrajudicial killings 
since 2001 and whereas the Special Rapporteur Alston stated that "there is no reasonable 
doubt that the military is responsible for a significant number of killings and that evidence 
points to the continuing nature of that practice" and that "the military remains in a state of 
total denial of its need to respond effectively"

E. Whereas attacks rarely lead to the arrest, charging or prosecution of the murderers and 
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whereas high-ranking authorities in the police and the military publicly attribute the 
killings falsely to an internal purge by the communist insurgency

F. Whereas President Arroyo on 30 January issued a 6 point plan, including directives for the 
Department of Justice to strengthen the Witness Protection Program, for the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines (AFP) to issue a new document on Command Responsibility, and for 
the Department of Justice and National Defence to coordinate with the independent Melo 
Commission on Human Rights  

1. Notes that the two recent reports make the evidence compelling that there is a dramatic 
pattern of political killings in the Philippines and calls on the Government to take 
immediate steps in order to identify and bring to justice those responsible for the killings; 

2. Condemns in the strongest terms the murder of Ms. Siche Bustamante-Gandinao who was 
killed just days after providing testimony to the UN Special Rapporteur

2. Expresses its grave concern that the government's declaration of "all-out-war" on the 
"communists" continues to pave the way for further increases in killings 

3. Takes the view that the adoption of the Human Security Act 2007, which will enter into 
force in July 2007, risks increasing the incidences of human rights violations perpetrated 
by the Security Forces 

4. Welcomes President Gloria Madapagol-Arroyo's declaration on 30 January that she has 
"no tolerance for human rights violations" and calls on the government to address the 
question of responsibility for policies and practices at every level of the civilian and 
military hierarchy

5. Is concerned that the failure to hold perpetrators accountable has a corrosive impact on 
public confidence in the rule of law and that the killings create a climate in which the 
people in the Philippines cannot feel free to exercise their rights of political expression 
and association

6. Appeals to the President to take immediate action in order to prevent the risk of a further 
escalation of violence before and during the up-coming polls

7. Calls on the Government of the Philippines to guarantee the security of those applying for 
the redistribution of land under the CARP and to expedite the implementation of the land 
reform programme in order to curb a root cause of political violence

8. Welcomes the European Commission's announcement that it will contribute to the 
Philippine government's efforts to investigate extrajudicial killings by providing a team of 
experts

9. Takes positive note of the work of the peace negotiation panel and the government's 
announcement that it wants to grant "deep self-determination" to the people of Mindanao; 
in this context, expresses reservations on the fact the New People's Army (NPA) is 
included in the EU terrorist list which is not helpful for any possible future peace 
negotiations
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10. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the UN 
Commission on Human Rights, the ASEAN Member States and the Government and 
Parliament of the Philippines.


