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European Parliament resolution on Burma

The European Parliament,

–   having regard to the Council Conclusions of 27 April 2009 on Burma/Myanmar and the 
Council Common Position renewing restrictive measures against Burma,

– having regard to the Council conclusions on Burma/Myanmar of 26 April 2010,

–   having regard to the statement by the Presidency on behalf of the European Union 

–   having regard to its previous resolutions on Burma/Myanmar,

–   having regard to Rule 122 of its Rules of Procedure,

A.   whereas the human rights situation in Burma/Myanmar has continued to deteriorate, 
political repression has escalated further and the fundamental freedoms of the Burmese people 
are being systematically violated,

B.   whereas the military continues to perpetrate human rights violations, including 
extrajudicial killings, forced labour and sexual violence, against civilians in ethnic conflict 
areas,

C.   whereas the Burmese regime is persisting with the widespread and systematic forced 
recruitment of child soldiers,

D.   whereas according to reports there are some 2184 political prisoners, including 14 
journalists, in Burma, and whereas more than 240 Buddhist monks involved in the 2007 
protests remain in prison,

E.   whereas the election laws published in early March do not provide for free and fair 
elections and notes that the authorities of Burma/Myanmar still have to take the steps 
necessary to make the planned elections later this year a credible, transparent and inclusive 
process,

F.   whereas the elections will be based on the army-drafted Constitution, the legitimacy of 
which has been widely challenged; whereas this new Constitution foresees elections in 2010 
to justify five decades of military rule and gives the military 25% of the seats in parliament,

G.   whereas the new Constitution bars Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of the National League for 
Democracy (NLD) and Nobel Peace Prize winner, from public office; whereas some 
opposition parties and ethnic minority groups have declared that they will boycott the 
elections, whilst the NLD will not accept their outcome if there is no prior dialogue on 
constitutional review,
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H.   whereas Ko Mya Aye, arrested on 22 August 2007 together with other members of the 
"88 Generation Students" movement, is currently held in detention and is in urgent need of 
medical treatment,

I.   whereas the continuous crackdown on political dissent must be seen as an attempt by the 
Burmese junta to establish greater control over the media ahead of the national elections 
planned for later this year,

K.   whereas in May 2009 attacks by the Burmese Army and the Democratic Karen Buddhist 
Army (DKBA) displaced thousands of civilians and forced an estimated 4500 refugees to flee 
into Thailand; whereas according to Human Rights Watch report in February 2010, there is a 
severe risk that upon their return the Karen refugees will be at risk from antipersonnel 
landmines, as well as being subjected to severe human rights violations, including forced 
labour and rape by soldiers of the Burmese Army,

L. whereas there are an estimated half a million internally displaced persons in eastern Burma, 
140 000 refugees remain in nine camps along the Thailand-Burma border, and over 200 000 
Rohingyas are living in refugee camps or scattered over south-eastern Bangladesh; whereas 
millions of Burmese migrants, refugees and asylum seekers are living in Thailand, India, 
Bangladesh and Malaysia and are sometimes victims of trafficking,

1.  Strongly condemns the ongoing, systematic violations of the human rights, fundamental 
freedoms and basic democratic rights of the people of Burma/Myanmar;

2.  calls for the immediate and unconditional release of Aung San Suu Kyi ; calls for her to be 
granted the right to participate in the forthcoming elections;

3.  Takes note of the decision by the Government of Burma/Myanmar to hold elections and 
insists that under the present conditions they cannot be considered free and democratic; 
criticises, in particular, the ban on Aung San Sui Kyi standing as a candidate;

4.  Calls on the Government of Burma/Myanmar immediately to open a genuine dialogue with 
the NLD, all other opposition parties and ethnic groups; welcomes, in this context, the 
mediation efforts by the UN Secretary-General and his Special Rapporteur on Human Rights 
in Burma/Myanmar; 

5. Congratulates the EU Special Envoy for Burma/Myanmar, Mr. Piero Fassino for his 
extensive and comprehensive work, since he visited Asian capitals 19 times; the UN 
headquarters 14 times ; Washington twice; 17 European capitals and Brussels 21 times; 
invites him to come up with concrete proposals in order to give the European Union a more 
pro-active role in the solution of the crisis in Burma/Myanmar;

6.  Strongly urges the Government of Burma/Myanmar to take without delay the steps needed 
to ensure a free, fair, transparent and inclusive electoral process consistent with international 
standards, including by enacting the required electoral laws, allowing all voters and all 
political parties to participate in the electoral process and agreeing to the presence of 
international observers; 

7.  Condemns the arbitrary charges behind the arrests of political opponents of the Burmese 
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regime or dissidents, particularly the continuing repression and intimidation of Buddhist 
monks; urges the Burmese authorities to desist from further politically motivated arrests and 
to release all prisoners of conscience, including the monks, immediately and unconditionally 
and with full restoration of their political rights;

8.  Condemns the restrictions on freedom of assembly, association, movement and expression 
in Burma/Myanmar; urges the authorities of Burma/Myanmar to lift these restrictions, 
including those imposed on the free and independent media;

9.  Expresses its concern at the continuing discrimination, human rights violations, violence, 
child and forced labour, displacement and forms of repression suffered by numerous ethnic 
and religious minorities, and calls on the Government of Burma/Myanmar to take immediate 
action to improve their respective situations; 

10.  Expresses grave concern at the continuing use of practices such as arbitrary detention, 
enforced disappearance, rape and other forms of sexual violence, torture and cruel, inhuman 
and degrading treatment; calls strongly on the Government of Burma/Myanmar to ensure that 
a full, transparent, effective, impartial and independent investigation is carried out into all 
reports of human rights violations and to bring those responsible to justice in order to end 
impunity for such crimes;

11.  Calls strongly on the Burmese military junta to put an immediate end to the continuing 
recruitment and use of child soldiers, to step up measures to protect children from armed 
conflict and to pursue its cooperation with the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General for Children and Armed Conflict;

12.  Condemns in strong terms the ethnic cleansing campaigns directed by the Government of 
Burma/Myanmar against minorities, including those seeking refuge in neighbouring 
countries;

13.  Urges the Commission, in the light of the ongoing conflict on the Thailand-Burma 
border, to maintain the EC Humanitarian Office's support for refugee assistance in that area in 
2010;

14.  Urges the governments of China, India and Russia to use their economic and political 
leverage with the authorities of Burma/Myanmar in order to bring about substantial 
improvements in the country and to stop supplying the Burmese regime with weaponry and 
other strategic resources;

15.  Calls on the Council to maintain the restrictive measures targeted against the Burmese 
regime until there is tangible progress on democratisation; at the same time, urges the Council 
to evaluate the effectiveness of the restrictive measures;

16.  Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the High Representative/Vice-
President of the Commission, Catherine Ashton, the governments and parliaments of the 
Member States, the EU Special Envoy for Burma/Myanmar, the Burmese State Peace and 
Development Council, the governments of the ASEAN and ASEM member states, the 
governments of Bangladesh and Russia, the ASEM Secretariat, the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Myanmar Caucus, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the National League for 
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Democracy, the UN Secretary-General, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and 
the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Burma/Myanmar.


