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14.2.2011 B7-0094/8 

Amendment  8 

Franziska Katharina Brantner 

on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group 

 

Motion for a resolution B7-0094/2011 

Hannes Swoboda 

on behalf of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

2010 progress report on Croatia 

Motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 14 

 

Motion for a resolution Amendment 

14. Is pleased to note that Croatia remains 

active in trying war crimes cases on its 

own initiative and that prosecutors have 

continued to review pending war crimes 

cases and in absentia convictions, and 

apply standard measures to ensure uniform 

practices without regard to the defendant's 

national origin; notes, however, that 

further improvements are necessary in the 

conduct of war crimes trials, in order to 

ensure fully unbiased, impartial trials as 

well as to tackle impunity and improve 

witness protection; encourages the 

Croatian authorities to further enhance 

dialogue and cooperation in this field with 

neighbouring countries; commends the 

Croatian Government for its programme to 

eliminate the landmines left over from the 

hostilities of the 1990s and urges the 

authorities to pursue the programme with 

particular attention to the country's most 

severely affected easternmost territories; 

14. Is pleased to note that Croatia remains 

active in trying war crimes cases on its 

own initiative and that prosecutors have 

continued to review pending war crimes 

cases and in absentia convictions, and 

apply standard measures to ensure uniform 

practices without regard to the defendant's 

national origin; is concerned, however, by 

recent reports that important 

shortcomings remain with regard to the 

domestic prosecution of war crimes, in 

particular relating to the limited number 

of perpetrators brought to justice, the 

inadequate capacities of the justice 

system, the failure to define in accordance 

with current international standards the 

crucial concepts related to prosecution of 

crimes under international law, such as 

command responsibility, war crimes of 

sexual violence and crimes against 

humanity, the lack of sufficient expertise 

in international criminal law among 

judges, the bias against Croatian Serbs in 

the prosecution of war crimes, and 

insufficient witness protection and 

support; urges the Croatian authorities, 

therefore, to take the necessary steps as a 

matter of urgency to further improve the 

conduct of war crimes trials, in order to 

ensure fully unbiased, impartial and 

efficient trials as well as to tackle impunity 

and improve witness protection and 
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support and access to reparation for 

victims of war crimes; encourages the 

Croatian authorities to further enhance 

dialogue and cooperation in this field with 

neighbouring countries; commends the 

Croatian Government for its programme to 

eliminate the landmines left over from the 

hostilities of the 1990s and urges the 

authorities to pursue the programme with 

particular attention to the country's most 

severely affected easternmost territories; 

Or. en 

 

 


