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European Parliament resolution on the situation of the Yarmouk refugee camp in Syria
(2015/2664(RSP))

The European Parliament,

- Having regard to its previous resolutions on Syria,

- Having regard to Rule 123(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. Whereas fighters from the terrorist ISIL/Daesh attacked the camp Yarmouk earlier in 
April, leading to a round of clashes with other militants; whereas most ISIL/Daesh 
fighters had withdrawn after largely defeating their rival, Aknaf al Maqdis, leaving the 
al Qaeda-affiliated Nusra as the main group in the camp;

B. Whereas the camp was home to some 160,000 Palestinians before the Syrian conflict 
began in 2011, refugees from the 1948 war with Israel and their descendants; whereas, 
according to the Syrian government, only 6,000 remain in the camp;

C. Whereas the conditions in the Palestinian refugee camp in Yarmouk have become 
critical and need to be addressed with outmost urgency; 

D. Whereas after 3 years of besiegement by the Syrian regime, the recent wave of 
violence in Yarmouk by different fighting sides is putting the population living in the 
camp at serious risk;

E. Whereas Pierre Krahenbuhl, head of the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, 
UNRWA, warned the UN Security Council about the "extreme circumstances and 
hardship" in the camp;

F. Whereas the European Commission released immediate emergency funding of EUR 
2.5 million to UNRWA's operations to deliver life-saving assistance to Palestinian 
refugees in Syria through cash and emergency relief items;

G. Whereas in addition, and as part of the EU's 2015 humanitarian funding for Syria, 
support will facilitate a rapid humanitarian response to meet the needs of vulnerable 
families; whereas this funding extends to all parts of Syria affected by the conflict, 
with specific focus on the recent violence in Yarmouk, Idlib, Dara'a and Aleppo;

1. Expresses serious concerns at the continued deterioration of the security and 
humanitarian situation in Syria; 

2. Condemns all acts of terrorism perpetrated in the camp in Yarmouk and demands that 
Nusra and ISIL/Daesh withdraw completely from the camp;

3. Urges all sides to cease their hostilities to ensure immediate and unconditional 
humanitarian access to those in need in the camp Yarmouk, and provide safe passage 
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for all civilians who wish to leave the camp, in accordance with UNSC Resolutions 
2139, 2165 and 2191;

4. Urges all parties to use their influence over the fighting groups to enable immediate 
and unconditional humanitarian access and provide safe passage for all civilians who 
wish to leave Yarmouk;

5. Commends UNRWA for the efforts it is undertaking and calls on the Council, 
Commission and EEAS to continue working together with UNRWA Commissioner 
General Pierre Krähenbühl, and all other partners to help alleviate the suffering of the 
people in the greatest need;

6. Welcomes the release by the European Commission of the immediate emergency 
funding of EUR 2.5 million to UNRWA's operations to deliver life-saving assistance 
to Palestinian refugees in Syria;

7. Acknowledges that women and girls are frequent victims of war rape in the Syrian 
conflict, including in regime prisons; in accordance with the Geneva Conventions' 
common Article 3 guaranteeing the wounded and sick all the necessary medical care 
required by their condition without adverse distinction, urges humanitarian aid 
providers to provide the full range of sexual and reproductive health services, 
including abortion, in EU-funded humanitarian facilities; calls on the Commission to 
review its current policy in this regard;

8. Calls on the UN Special Envoy Staffan de Mistura to work with all parties towards a 
genuine political transition that meets the legitimate aspirations of the Syrian people 
and enables them independently and democratically to determine their own future:

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-
President of the European Commission, the governments and parliaments of the 
Member States, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Middle East Quartet 
Envoy, the President of the Palestinian Authority and the Palestinian Legislative 
Council.


