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Motion for a European Parliament resolution on reviewing the PGI scheme and the 

arrangements for protecting high-quality local products 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to Rule 133 of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas the protected geographical indications (PGI) scheme established under EU law 

is failing to provide adequate protection for high-quality local products and their 

producers, most of whom are small or very small businesses or farmers; 

B. whereas the current EU rules on PGIs and the specifications they lay down are far 

removed from the traditional specifications (examples of this include balsamic vinegar – 

a name that may be used even where the must content is no higher than 20% and the 

vinegar contains artificial caramel colouring – and piadina romagnola, a flatbread 

produced in the Romagna region of Italy) and are giving industrial-scale producers an 

advantage over small producers;  

C. whereas small local producers and farmers who use the original specifications handed 

down from generation to generation are no longer able to compete with industrial 

products that are traditional in no more than name; 

1. Believes that high-quality traditional products should be better protected; 

2. Calls accordingly for the EU rules on PGIs and the specifications they lay down to be 

reviewed with a view to providing more effective protection for traditional local products, 

as they currently appear to be for the exclusive benefit of industrial-scale producers and 

bear little relation to the original, traditional specifications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


