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Motion for a European Parliament resolution on imposing a moratorium on trade 

liberalisation 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to Rule 133 of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas the policy of massive trade deregulation initiated by the WTO and carried 

forward by the EU is exerting downward pressure on wages in developed countries; 

B. whereas, according to a number of studies, this policy has destroyed manufacturing jobs 

in the United States;  

C. whereas, according to a study by the French Treasury, 45% of industrial job losses in 

France are caused by the pressure of international competition; 

D. whereas increased international competition pushes down wages and leads to a shift in 

jobs from manufacturing sectors, where they are better paid, to the services sector; 

E. whereas the EU has entered into a series of trade negotiations, with the United States in 

particular, with the aim of deregulating trade even further; 

1. Calls on the Commission to impose a moratorium on trade liberalisation so that the 

impact these policies have on living standards in the EU can be properly established; 

2. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Commission. 


