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Motion for a European Parliament resolution on EU participation in UN negotiations on 

the drafting of legally binding rules applicable to multinational companies 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to Rule 133 of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas the first meeting of the intergovernmental working group set to draft legally 

binding rules governing transnational companies in an effort to put an end to modern 

slavery, prevent industrial disasters and stop multinationals from violating human rights 

took place from 6 to 10 July 2015 in Geneva; 

B. whereas the EU agreed to participate on condition that businesses were allowed to take 

part in the discussions; 

C. whereas the EU is thus effectively giving multinationals the right to veto rules intended 

to govern their own activities; 

D. whereas the EU is once again simply championing the interests of the multinationals, 

even though it is clear that stakeholder businesses should be excluded from the process 

of adopting binding rules designed to benefit society as a whole, as the WHO 

demonstrated by shutting out cigarette manufacturers; 

1. Calls on the Commission to make sure that multinationals are excluded from 

discussions and to take effective measures to protect EU industries against the threat 

posed by rampant globalisation. 


