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Motion for a European Parliament resolution on shark fishing for cosmetic purposes 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to Rule 133 of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas 30% of shark species are at risk of extinction; 

B. whereas almost 3 million sharks are caught every year in order to obtain shark-liver oil, 

from which squalene is extracted for use in the cosmetics industry; 

C. whereas the use of animal-based squalene in Europe has nonetheless been reduced 

following awareness-raising campaigns and because it can be replaced by squalene from 

plant sources; 

D. whereas, however, the cosmetics industry in Asia continues to make heavy use of 

animal-based squalene; 

1. Calls for cosmetics manufacturers to be required to indicate on their product packaging 

whether the squalene they use is from animal or plant sources, so that consumers can 

make a more informed choice; 

2. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to move rapidly to ban the importation 

and sale of cosmetic products that contain animal-based squalene; 

3. Instructs its President to forward this resolution, together with the names of the 

signatories, to the Commission, the Council and the Member States. 


