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European Parliament resolution on the 20th anniversary of the Dayton Peace
Agreement
(2015/2979(RSP))

The European Parliament,

having regard to the Dayton Peace Agreement, its general framework and the twelve
annexes thereto,

having regard to its resolutions of 7 July 2005, 15 January 20092 and 9 July 20153
concerning Srebrenica,

having regard to the Venice Commission Opinion of 11 March 2005 on the
constitutional situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the powers of the High
Representative,

having regard to Rule 123(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

whereas the Dayton Peace Agreement was signed on 14 December 1995 in Paris and
put an end to the bloodiest conflict in Europe since the Second World War;

whereas the Agreement ended the war but failed to create a functioning and self-
sustainable state;

Recalls the importance of the signing of the Dayton Peace Agreement, remembers all of
the tragic victims of the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina and expresses its sincere
condolences to the families of those who lost their lives;

Notes with regret that, 20 years after the end of the conflict and the setting up of a
General Framework Agreement outlining the main aspects of the peace settlement and
the future shape of the country, successive governments have failed to sufficiently
advance the reform agenda and build a fully functioning and self-sustainable state;

Calls on the authorities to use the 20th anniversary of the Dayton Peace Agreement as
an incentive to move forward with the necessary reforms — especially in view of Bosnia
and Herzegovina’s pending EU membership application — which will lead in the
direction of ensuring true equality for all three constituent nations;

Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the
governments of the Member States, the Government and Parliament of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and its entities, and the governments and parliaments of the countries of
the Western Balkans.
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