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B8-1401/2015 

European Parliament resolution on the 20th anniversary of the Dayton Peace 

Agreement 

(2015/2979(RSP)) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina and the annexes thereto, concluded in Dayton on 21 November 1995 and 

officially signed in Paris on 14 December 1995, 

– having regard to its resolutions on Bosnia and Herzegovina and on Srebrenica, 

– having regard to the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) in 

Sejdić and Finci v Bosnia and Herzegovina (Case Nos 27996/06 and 34836/06) of 22 

December 2009, 

– having regard to the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) between the 

European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and Bosnia and 

Herzegovina (BiH), of the other part, which was signed in Luxembourg on 16 June 

2008 and entered in force on 1 June 2015, 

– having regard to Rule 123(2) of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas the General Framework Agreement, more commonly known as the Dayton 

Peace Agreement, put an end to the atrocities of the Bosnian war and brought peace to 

BiH; 

B. whereas the contracting parties to the Dayton Agreement undertook, inter alia, to refrain 

from any action against the territorial integrity or political independence of BiH; 

whereas other provisions of the agreement remain relevant to the present day; 

C. whereas the Dayton Agreement, in particular Annex 4 thereto, provided a constitution 

for BiH, which is still in use today; whereas, however, these constitutional arrangements 

make the decision-making capacity and functioning of institutions difficult and 

inefficient by keeping Bosnian society divided along ethnic lines; whereas the 

constitutionally based discrimination which prevents citizens who do not declare 

themselves as belonging to one of the country’s constituent peoples from standing as 

candidates in elections is in breach of the European Convention on Human Rights; 

D. whereas on 1 June 2015 the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between BiH and 

the EU entered into force and a reform agenda was adopted and began to be 

implemented by the authorities of BiH, in line with the EU’s renewed approach to BiH, 

aimed at tackling the difficult socio-economic situation and making further progress in 

EU integration; whereas the country intends to present an application for EU 

membership in the near future; 

1. Commemorates the conclusion of the Dayton Agreement, which marked a great victory 



 

RE\1081772EN.doc 3/4 PE574.471v01-00 

 EN 

for diplomacy over war, putting an end to a conflict which fuelled atrocities that 

horrified the world, claiming over 100 000 lives and displacing millions of people; 

2. Welcomes the results achieved with the return of refugees and internally displaced 

persons (IDPs), reconstruction and property restitution, in line with the provisions of 

Annex VII to the Dayton Agreement; insists on the need for full implementation of the 

annex and the related strategy; calls for better coordination of efforts at all levels and 

more attention to be given to the most vulnerable displaced people, including Roma and 

women victims of violence; highlights the need for local integration of those who have 

been unable to return to their areas of origin; notes with regret that, according to the 

International Committee of the Red Cross, there are still about 7 000 missing people 

whose fate remains unknown; 

3. Notes that, despite its limits, the Dayton Agreement remains the foundation of the 

territorial integrity, sovereignty, international personality and political independence of 

BiH; stresses that, in these two decades, there has been progress in the country and the 

region, but that additional efforts are needed in the field of reconciliation and 

democratic development and consolidation; 

4. Regrets that BiH society is still divided along ethnic lines and that there is no 

implementation of the ECtHR judgment in the Sejdić-Finci case; calls on the EU to 

intensify efforts aimed at facilitating an agreement among the constituent peoples on the 

implementation of the ruling, guaranteeing equal rights for all BiH citizens and further 

enhancing human rights commitments; 

5. Emphasises the important role of grassroots civil society in the process of peace-

building and reconciliation, and particularly the participation of young people in 

intercultural dialogue and exchange, as well as in the political sphere; notes the 

significant role of cultural activists, artists, writers and academics in promoting dialogue 

and understanding between the different groups in society; urges the promotion of 

education for democracy, fundamental rights and citizenship in Bosnia; 

6. Expresses serious concern about the ongoing preparations for the holding of a 

referendum in Republika Srpska on the BiH Court and Prosecutor’s Office, which might 

also be seen as a challenge to the territorial integrity and sovereignty of BiH; condemns, 

furthermore, the recent decision of the Republika Srpska Government to suspend 

cooperation with certain judicial and law enforcement agencies in the country; stresses 

that any shortcomings of the BiH judicial system and other rule of law issues should be 

addressed in the framework of the structured dialogue on justice; reiterates the 

commitment to maintain the reform of the judiciary and issues related to war crimes 

processing as the main priorities of the structured dialogue; 

7. Highlights that, under the Dayton Peace Agreement, entities have no right to secession; 

recalls, furthermore, that with the adoption of the Written Commitment, all political 

forces have undertaken to respect the ‘sovereignty, territorial integrity and political 

independence of Bosnia and Herzegovina’; 

8. Recalls that the Dayton Agreement acknowledged that only the central authorities may 

represent the country in international organisations, but that the unwieldy bureaucratic 

structure and complicated, time-consuming, and inefficient decision-making process in 
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BiH can have a detrimental impact on European integration prospects and undermine 

the country’s capacity to function as a future member of the EU; regrets that, following 

the entry into force of the SAA and in line with its rules and obligations, the 

Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) was not constituted 

owing to the request from the BiH side to introduce an ethnic dimension into the joint 

rules of procedure; urges the authorities of BiH to address the functionality issue in 

close cooperation with the Venice Commission; instructs the EU institutions to reflect 

on the possibility of being actively involved in efforts to find a sustainable solution to 

the constitutional arrangements of BiH; 

9. Reiterates, 20 years after the signature of the Dayton Agreement, Europe’s commitment 

to peace and prosperity for Bosnia and Herzegovina; supports its European perspective 

and encourages political reforms that promote socio-economic development and 

improve the functioning of the state, ensuring a better life for all citizens of the country; 

strongly advises against nationalistic rhetoric, which could undermine the progress 

achieved so far; 

10. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Vice-President / High 

Representative, the Council, the Commission, the Presidency of BiH, the Council of 

Ministers of BiH, the Parliamentary Assembly of BiH, the governments and parliaments 

of the Federation of BiH and Republika Srpska, the governments of the 10 

counties/cantons, and the signatory parties to the Dayton Peace Agreement. 


