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European Parliament resolution on the situation in Yemen 

(2016/2515(RSP)) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Yemen, 

– having regard to the Council conclusions on Yemen of 16 November 2015, 

– having regard to statements by the VP/HR on the situation in Yemen, 

– having regard to United Nations Security Council resolutions 2201 (2015) and 2216 

(2015), 

– having regard to the statement of 24 May 2015 by the Co-Chairs of the 24th Gulf 

Cooperation Council – European Union (GCC-EU) Joint Council and Ministerial 

Meeting, 

– having regard to Rule 123(2) of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas the current conflict in Yemen has its roots in the failure of successive 

governments to fulfil the democratic, economic and social aspirations of the Yemeni 

people, thereby fuelling the discontent and division that has led to the current violence; 

B. whereas the situation in Yemen carries grave risks for the stability of the region, in 

particular that of the Horn of Africa, the Red Sea and the wider Middle East;  

C. whereas on 26 March 2015 a Saudi Arabia-led coalition including Bahrain, Egypt, 

Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, Qatar, Sudan and the United Arab Emirates launched a 

military operation in Yemen against Houthi rebels, at the request of Yemen’s President 

Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi; 

D. whereas, by failing to pursue an inclusive political path, Yemen has been locked in 

rising tribal tensions and a bitter proxy war between Iranian-backed Houthi rebels and 

Saudi Arabia, which is leading a military campaign against the rebels, bringing the 

wider region directly into a complex conflict; whereas Saudi Arabia perceives Houthi 

rebels in Yemen as a proxy Iranian force, while Iran has condemned the Saudi-led 

offensive and called for an immediate halt to Saudi-led airstrikes; 

E. whereas a stable, secure Yemen with a properly functioning government is critical to 

international efforts to combat extremism and violence in the region and beyond, as 

well as to peace and stability within Yemen itself; 

F. whereas the humanitarian impact on the civilian population, and on children in 

particular, of the ongoing fighting between different militias, the bombardments and the 

disruption of essential services is reaching alarming proportions and exacerbating an 

already dire humanitarian situation; 
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G. whereas 21.2 million people in Yemen are in need of humanitarian assistance; whereas 

most vulnerable children will not have access to the healthcare or nutritional services 

they need on account of the current widespread insecurity; 

H. whereas the implementation of immediate steps leading to a durable ceasefire is one of 

the main concerns; 

I. whereas there are also concerns that the conflict has resulted in numerous violations of 

human rights in Yemen, including attacks against journalists and media institutions, 

enforced disappearances, contravention of the Convention Against Torture, the 

harassment and detention of religious minorities, and the alleged use of children in 

armed conflict; 

1. Expresses grave concern at the ongoing violence in Yemen and the resulting 

humanitarian crisis affecting millions of innocent men, women and children; deeply 

regrets the loss of life caused by the conflict and the suffering of those caught up in the 

fighting, and expresses its condolences to the families of the victims; 

2. Urges all Yemeni parties, in particular the Houthis, to work towards resolving their 

differences through dialogue, and considers that only a political solution can lead to 

lasting peace; 

3. Calls on all sides to comply with international humanitarian law and international 

human rights law and to work urgently with the UN and humanitarian aid organisations 

to deliver assistance to those in need; calls for the independent investigation of all 

alleged violations of international human rights and international humanitarian law; 

4. Calls for a humanitarian pause in order to allow life-saving assistance to reach the 

Yemeni people urgently; urges all parties to facilitate the urgent delivery of 

humanitarian assistance to all parts of Yemen, as well as rapid, safe and unhindered 

access for humanitarian actors to reach people in need of humanitarian assistance, 

including medical assistance; 

5. Welcomes and expresses its support for the mediation efforts by the UN to facilitate the 

talks between the parties; expects the European Union to continue to play a constructive 

role in organising further meetings; 

6. Believes Saudi Arabia and Iran are instrumental in resolving the crisis, and urges both 

sides to work pragmatically and in good faith to end the fighting in Yemen; 

7. Condemns all violence and attempts or threats to use violence to intimidate those 

participating in UN-brokered consultations; emphasises that the UN-brokered inclusive 

political dialogue must be a Yemeni-led process, with the intention of brokering a 

consensus-based political solution to Yemen’s crisis in accordance with the GCC 

Initiative and its Implementation Mechanism, the outcome of the comprehensive 

National Dialogue Conference, the Peace and National Partnership Agreement and 

relevant UN Security Council resolutions; 

8. Calls on all Yemeni parties to attend future talks and engage in these without 

preconditions and in good faith, including by resolving their differences through 
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dialogue and consultations, rejecting acts of violence in pursuit of political goals, and 

refraining from provocation and all unilateral actions to undermine the political 

transition; believes that only a broad political consensus through inclusive negotiations 

can provide a sustainable solution, restore peace, and preserve the unity, sovereignty, 

independence and territorial integrity of Yemen; 

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 

Vice-President of the European Commission / High Representative of the Union for 

Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the governments and parliaments of the Member 

States, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Secretary General of the Gulf 

Cooperation Council, the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States, and the 

Government of Yemen. 


