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B8-0319/2016 

European Parliament resolution on the situation in Eritrea 

(2016/2568(RSP)) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Eritrea, including its resolution of 15 

September 2011 on Eritrea: the case of Dawit Isaak
1
, 

– having regard to the National Indicative Programme for Eritrea under the 11
th

 European 

Development Fund of 3 February 2016, 

– having regard to the conclusions of Scrutiny Working Group A of the Committee on 

Development of the European Parliament of 11 November 2015, 

– having regard to the statement by the spokesperson of the European External Action 

Service (EEAS) on political prisoners in Eritrea of 18 September 2014, 

– having regard to the EEAS report on the Eritrea-European Union Partnership of 2015, 

– having regard to the statement to the media made by the UN Commission of Inquiry on 

Human Rights in Eritrea on 8 June 2015, 

– having regard to the UN Women Country Report on the Government of the State of 

Eritrea of June 2014, 

– having regard to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment,  

– having regard to International Labour Organisation Conventions No 29 concerning 

forced labour, No 105 concerning abolition of forced labour and No 87 concerning 

freedom of association and protection of the right to organise,  

– having regard to the revised Cotonou Agreement,  

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

– having regard to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, 

– having regard to Rule 123(2) of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas Eritrean civilians are arbitrarily detained or arrested for a number of 

unjustifiable reasons – including criticising or opposing the government, practising 

journalism, practising an unofficial religion, evading or deserting mandatory national 

service, cooperating with foreign entities, trying to flee the country or having a relative 

who has fled – or without explicit justification, for unspecified time periods; whereas 

detainees are denied medical care; whereas children are subject to detention and the 

                                                 
1
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same inhuman conditions as adults; whereas female detainees are often guarded by male 

officers, thus increasing the risk of sexual and gender-based violence; 

B. whereas Eritrea has been subjected to emergency rule since the 1998-2000 war with 

Ethiopia; whereas there is no opportunity for dissent or change, as political opposition is 

forbidden in Eritrea; whereas enquiring about the disappearance of individuals or 

discussing government policies will brand you a traitor and comes with severe 

punishment; whereas there have been no national elections since 1993; whereas the 

regional elections of 2009 have yet to be held; whereas even before the National 

Assembly was disbanded in 2002, laws were passed by government decree; 

C. whereas a huge number of Eritreans are fleeing due to fear and oppression, representing 

the third-largest group of refugees heading for Europe, with 5 000 escaping every 

month; refugees are often subject to mistreatment, kidnappings and exploitation by 

criminal groups in Eritrea and its neighbouring countries; whereas Eritreans sought 

asylum in Europe at nearly twice the rate of Syrians between 2012 and mid-2015; 

whereas in October 2014, there were over 100 000 Eritrean refugees in Sudan and 

Ethiopia respectively; whereas, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 

over 400 000 Eritreans, or 9 % of the total population, have fled; 

D. whereas, in September 2001, 11 prominent politicians and 10 independent journalists 

who reported the politicians’ criticisms of the government – including a Swedish-

Eritrean citizen, Dawit Isaak – were detained without charge, trial or legal counsel, and 

despite repeated calls from the international community, are still being detained, or have 

died in detention; whereas there is no freedom of press, as independent media is 

forbidden in Eritrea, with the Reporters Without Borders World Press Freedom Index 

ranking Eritrea last out of the 170-180 evaluated countries for eight years in succession; 

whereas at least 16 journalists are currently detained and dozens of journalists have had 

to flee abroad for their safety; whereas the UN Commission of Inquiry on Human 

Rights in Eritrea has called for the release of the detainees, including journalists, to no 

avail; 

E. whereas the executive controls the court system, and military leaders, security officers 

and investigators appear to act as de facto magistrates; whereas trials and judgments are 

rarely made public, and most judgments are made on the sole basis of investigation 

reports and statements extracted under torture; whereas some accused are not notified 

about their trials or the length of their sentences; whereas the government often 

interferes in the justice system; whereas the accused have no recourse to a defence 

counsel; 

F. whereas national service is mandatory for all Eritreans between the ages of 18 and 50, 

with no possibility of conscientious objection; whereas the statute of an 18-month 

period of service is often flouted, with most Eritreans serving indefinitely; whereas 

many conscripts are used as forced labour and given civilian duties; whereas the 

conscripts are not paid more than USD 30 a month, which is not sufficient to provide 

for their families; whereas conscripts cannot look for a formal job or enrol at university; 

G. whereas in Eritrea there is no proper public sphere in which civil society organisations 

are freely allowed to operate; whereas attempts to peacefully demonstrate have led to 

arrests, detentions and even extrajudicial executions; whereas independent trade unions 
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are banned; whereas there is no possibility of being involved in public affairs nor 

protecting working conditions, short of joining the ruling party; whereas human rights 

groups are not given permission to visit the country and the Eritrean Government’s 

policy of self-reliance severely limits the potential of international humanitarian 

assistance; 

H. whereas Eritreans are not allowed to leave the country without governmental 

permission, based on the arbitrary issuance of an exit visa; whereas movement towards 

border areas is restricted, with the Eritrean Government employing a ‘shoot to kill’ 

policy; whereas Eritreans living abroad are forced to pay a 2 % recovery and 

reconstruction tax, colloquially known as a ‘diaspora tax’, on their earnings; 

I. whereas European states are mostly rejecting Eritreans’ asylum applications; 

J. whereas the UN Special Rapporteur, Sheila Keetharuth, has been denied access to the 

country, despite presenting wide-ranging concerns and recommendations in reports to 

the UN; whereas foreign correspondents were expelled in 2008; 

K. whereas the Eritrean Government has exclusive ownership of land and natural 

resources; whereas the government uses this as a reward and punishment system; 

whereas military and party officials have seized land, property and business for their 

own gains; whereas females are more often denied access to land as they are less likely 

to complete national service; 

L. whereas homosexual activities are illegal in Eritrea, and the government refuses to 

implement anti-discrimination legislation to protect lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

transgender individuals; 

M. whereas the European Union has decided to resume its development assistance to 

Eritrea, in particular via a National Indicative Programme (NIP) for Eritrea of EUR 200 

million presented on 26 October 2015; 

N. whereas because of the scale and seriousness of the human rights violations committed 

by the Eritrean regime, the many signs that it cares little about the welfare of citizens, 

the lack of reliability of this regime as a development cooperation partner, the pervasive 

corruption and the virtually total absence of transparency in the public financial 

management in the country and the risk of misusing European Development Fund 

(EDF) funds for migration management, the European Parliament called on the EDF 

Committee on 11 November 2015 not to adopt the draft NIP pending further discussion; 

O. whereas its position was ignored by the Commission and not communicated to the EDF 

Committee, who approved the NIP, which entered into force on 3 February 2016; 

1. Calls on the Eritrean Government to put an end to detention of the opposition and 

innocent civilians; calls for fair trials for those accused, and the abolition of torture and 

other degrading treatment such as restrictions on food, water and medical care; reminds 

the Eritrean Government of its due diligence obligation to investigate extrajudicial 

killings; 

2. Denounces the resumption of major EU aid to Eritrea and in particular the signing off of 
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the NIP for Eritrea of EUR 200 million; calls on the Commission to review its scrutiny 

arrangements with the European Parliament, to carefully consider the concerns and 

suggestions expressed by the European Parliament and to guarantee that they are 

communicated to the EDF Committee; 

3. Regrets that the concerns it expressed on 11 November 2015 were not taken into 

consideration, and asks the Commission to ensure full monitoring of the implementation 

of the NIP and to keep it informed throughout the process; 

4. Encourages the Eritrean Government to undertake urgent reforms such as the loosening 

of the one-party state and the resumption of the National Assembly and elections; calls 

on the Eritrean Government to honour the international community’s appeals and to 

release unjustified prisoners; 

5. Calls for the establishment of three separate and well-defined arms of government in 

Eritrea, with qualified judges who are elected by means of fair and transparent 

elections; 

6. Reminds the Eritrean Government that the right to leave one’s country is enshrined in 

international human rights law; calls on the government to allow freedom of movement 

and to stop collecting ‘diaspora tax’ from Eritreans living abroad; 

7. Calls on the Eritrean Government to adhere to the period of service statute, to desist 

from using its citizens as forced labour, to stop allowing foreign companies from using 

such conscripts for a fee, to allow the possibility of conscientious objection to serving in 

the military and to ensure the protection of conscripts; 

8. Reminds Eritrea of its obligations under ILO conventions, with particular regard to the 

right of civil society organisations and trade unions to organise, peacefully demonstrate, 

participate in public affairs, and campaign for better workers’ rights; calls on the 

Eritrean Government to repeal the policy that bans NGOs that have less than USD 2 

million in their bank accounts; 

9. Demands that the EU Member States adhere to the concept of non-refoulement, and 

reminds them that returning asylum-seekers are likely to be arbitrarily detained and 

tortured as a result of their attempts to flee; 

10. Condemns the Eritrean Government’s policy of arbitrarily revoking citizenship, and 

demands that all Eritrean citizens are treated fairly and equally before the law; 

11. Calls on the Eritrean Government to comply with the UN and other international 

commitments it has signed up to, including its commitments under the Convention 

against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; calls, 

in this context, for greater transparency and engagement with UN inspectors and 

international observers so that they can meaningfully and without hindrance inspect 

detention facilities in line with the convention; 

12. Condemns the Eritrean Government’s monopoly of land and resources, and demands 

that they stop using resources as a way to control the actions of the population; 
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13. Condemns the Eritrean Government’s refusal to protect the rights of lesbian, gay, 

bisexual and transgender individuals; 

14. Deplores the heightened risk of sexual and domestic violence to women, especially for 

female conscripts and detainees; condemns the practice of concubinage at military 

camps and the policy of providing access to land to people who have completed 

national service, as this disproportionately disadvantages women; 

15. Condemns foreign companies’ indirect involvement and complicity in the use of forced 

labour in Eritrea, and demands better accountability and evaluation of their operations 

in Eritrea, through binding due diligence and reporting initiatives; 

16. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 

ACP-EU Council and the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, the Secretaries-

General of the United Nations and the African Union, and the Government and 

parliament of Eritrea. 


