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Amendment 36

Alexander Graf Lambsdorff
on behalf of the ALDE Group
Kati Piri

on behalf of the S&D Group

Motion for a resolution
Kati Piri

on behalf of the Committee on Foreign Affairs

2015 report on Turkey

Motion for a resolution
Paragraph 15

Motion for a resolution

15. Condemns the violent and illegal
takeover of several Turkish newspapers,
including Zaman most recently, and
expresses its concern about the decision of
Digiturk, allegedly based, inter alia, on
political grounds, to stop transmitting
television channels; calls on the Turkish
Government to end the political and
economic pressure on independent media;
strongly condemns verbal and physical
attacks and the increasing use of
defamation and anti-terror legislation
against journalists; notes the content bans
for online and offline reporting, as well as
the practice of website blocking,
particularly of social networks, which have
led to self-censorship among journalists
fearing that criticising the authorities
would further increase reprisals; is very
concerned about the blocking of tens of
thousands of websites, the amendments
adopted in March 2015 to the ‘Internet
Media Regulation Law’, and the authority
of the Telecommunications Directorate
(T1B) that allows the blocking of websites
within four hours for a variety of vague
reasons; expresses its concern about
exceptionally high tax fines imposed on
media organisations; calls for a revision of
the law on the internet to support an
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15. Condemns the violent and illegal
takeover of several Turkish newspapers,
including Zaman most recently, and
expresses its concern about the decision of
Digiturk, allegedly based, inter alia, on
political grounds, to stop transmitting
television channels; calls on the Turkish
Government to end the political and
economic pressure on independent media;
strongly condemns verbal and physical
attacks and the increasing use of
defamation and anti-terror legislation
against journalists; notes the content bans
for online and offline reporting, as well as
the practice of website blocking,
particularly of social networks, which have
led to self-censorship among journalists
fearing that criticising the authorities
would further increase reprisals; is very
concerned about the blocking of tens of
thousands of websites, the amendments
adopted in March 2015 to the ‘Internet
Media Regulation Law’, and the authority
of the Telecommunications Directorate
(TIB) that allows the blocking of websites
within four hours for a variety of vague
reasons; is concerned at the fact that the
Turkish satellite provider Turksat halted
broadcasts by IMC TV on Friday,
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environment conducive to freedom of
speech on the internet and protection of
privacy and personal rights; condemns
attempts by Turkish government officials
to intimidate and, in some cases, deport
several international journalists; calls for
an independent investigation into the
murders on Turkish soil of journalists Naji
Jerf and lbrahim Abdel Qader and Fares
Hammadi from the blog about Syria
‘Raqga is Being Slaughtered Silently’;
deplores, furthermore, the investigations,
arrests, prison sentences and punitive fines
for allegedly insulting the head of state,
based on Article 299 of the Penal Code;
calls on the Turkish Government to address
these issues as a matter of urgency and
priority with a view to safeguarding
pluralism in line with international
standards; considers an open public debate
to be a key element of any healthy
democracy;
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Ankara prosecutor investigating whether
the channel supported a ‘terrorist’ group;
expresses its concern about exceptionally
high tax fines imposed on media
organisations; calls for a revision of the
law on the internet to support an
environment conducive to freedom of
speech on the internet and protection of
privacy and personal rights; condemns
attempts by Turkish government officials
to intimidate and, in some cases, deport
several international journalists; calls for
an independent investigation into the
murders on Turkish soil of journalists Naji
Jerf and Ibrahim Abdel Qader and Fares
Hammadi from the blog about Syria
‘Raqga is Being Slaughtered Silently’;
deplores, furthermore, the investigations,
arrests, prison sentences and punitive fines
for allegedly insulting the head of state,
based on Article 299 of the Penal Code;
calls on the Turkish Government to address
these issues as a matter of urgency and
priority with a view to safeguarding
pluralism in line with international
standards; considers an open public debate
to be a key element of any healthy
democracy;
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