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Motion for a European Parliament resolution on complex regional pain syndrome 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to Article 168 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

– having regard to Rule 133 of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas complex regional pain syndrome (CRPS) is a condition characterised by 

chronic pain affecting the extremities in particular and, in 35 % of cases the entire body; 

whereas a study by the Forth Valley Royal Hospital (Scotland, 22 March 2016) found 

an incidence of 1.16/100000 in the 5 to 15 age group; 

B. whereas the cause of SDRC is unknown, although it is associated with impairment of 

the nervous system and a link with smoking has been established in a study carried out 

by University of Vienna (Austria, 2007); 

C. whereas no treatment for SDRC exists, aside from the administration of anti-

inflammatory medication or surgery, including nerve stimulation or radiofrequency 

treatment; whereas, in certain cases, amputation is required; 

D. whereas, according to a study by the University of Michigan (United States, 2014), 

vitamin C, as advocated by the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons, may be 

useful in preventing SDRC;  

1. Calls on the Commission to support research into SDRC treatments, including that 

referred to in recital D. 


