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European Parliament resolution on the US attack on EU farm support under the CAP 

(in the context of Spanish olives) 

(2018/2566(RSP)) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the decision taken by the US Department of Commerce, which has 

imposed a tariff on Spanish olives after concluding that the subsidies which the olive 

industry received in the EU meant that olive products could be imported into the United 

States at below market price, 

– having regard to the question to the Commission on the US attack on EU farm support 

under the common agricultural policy (CAP) (in the context of Spanish olives) (O-

000006/2018 – B8-0007/2018), 

– having regard to Rules 128(5) and 123(2) of its Rules of Procedure, 

A. whereas the decision to impose tariffs of variable percentages on olive products 

exported by Spanish firms is based on the idea that aid to the olive sector granted under 

the CAP could constitute unfair competition towards US producers;  

B. whereas the increase in Spanish exports has only had a very limited impact on the 

situation of two US olive producers, and the most worrying aspect of this case is that the 

US is targeting certain support measures under the CAP although these fully qualify for 

the criteria of green box payments according to the WTO; 

1. Calls on the Commission to do all that is necessary to contest this decision, including 

engaging at bilateral level with the US and exploring the possibility of challenging the 

decision at the WTO;  

2. Calls on the Commission to continue to support producers with green box measures, 

which are non-distortive and allowed under the WTO green box procedure;  

3. Calls on the Commission to provide the affected producers with the support and 

assistance they require in the course of proceedings;  

4. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Commission and the Council. 


