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B9-0190/2019

European Parliament resolution on the situation in Bolivia
(2019/2896(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Bolivian Constitution of 2009,

– having regard to the American Convention on Human Rights and its First Protocol,

– having regard to the report of the Centre for Economic and Policy Research on the Role 
of the Organisation of American States (OAS) Electoral Observation Mission,

– having regard to the various statements of the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights published since 12 November 2019 highlighting and condemning the excessive 
use of force and the human rights violations committed by the police, the military and 
the self-proclaimed government of Bolivia,

– having regard to the statement of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights of 16 
November 2019,

– having regard to the statements of the Bolivian Ombudsman’s Office,

– having regard to Rule 132(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the general election of 20 October 2019 was monitored by a number of 
international observers; whereas many of them stated that it was a transparent process; 
whereas a minority of them, headed by the OAS, question the exact result, but not the 
clear victory of the Movimiento al Socialismo;

B. whereas Bolivian law establishes that a candidate wins the first round of an election if 
they obtain over 50 % of the votes, or 40 % of the votes if they have a margin of more 
than ten points;

C. whereas Evo Morales of the Movimiento al Socialismo obtained 47.08 % of the votes 
according to the official tally, and Carlos Mesa of the Comunidad Ciudadana obtained 
36.51 %;

D. whereas members of the right-wing opposition party refused to accept these results, 
even before they were announced; whereas there were violent attacks against activists 
and representatives of the Movimiento al Socialismo;

E. whereas President Evo Morales followed the advice of the OAS and decided to call 
another election in view of the close results; whereas that is not required under Bolivian 
law;

F. whereas the police and the military disobeyed orders and revolted against the legitimate 
government, resulting in a military-led coup d’état which forced Evo Morales to stand 
down and go into exile;
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G. whereas according to the Bolivian Constitution, the presidency should have passed to 
the Vice-President, Álvaro Garcia Linera, and failing that, to the Speaker of the Senate, 
Adriana Salvatierra; whereas they were also forced to step down and seek refuge as a 
result of the violence following the coup;

H. whereas Jeanine Áñez, a senator from a minority party, has no constitutional right to be 
proclaimed President of Bolivia; whereas her self-proclamation was orchestrated by the 
military and took place without the constitutionally required quorum;

I. whereas the human rights violations against those defending the legitimate Government 
of President Evo Morales, including military and police violence, did not end when 
Jeanine Áñez declared herself president; whereas dozens of people have died and 
hundreds have been seriously injured as a result of this violence;

J. whereas the self-proclaimed government stated its only task would be to organise new 
elections; whereas it has already adopted a number of political measures; whereas it has 
stated that prominent members of the Movimiento al Socialismo, including Evo 
Morales, will be banned from participating in the elections;

K. whereas Bolivia has the world’s second largest reserves of lithium, containing over nine 
million tonnes of the mineral; whereas Bolivia has significant natural gas reserves; 
whereas controlling such resources can be extremely profitable; whereas under the 
Government of Evo Morales, such resources have been brought under national control;

L. whereas the redistributive policies of the Government of Evo Morales have lifted 1.8 
million people out of poverty since 2006; whereas the number of people living in 
extreme poverty has passed from 38.2 % to 15.2 % in the last thirteen years;

M. whereas the Government of Evo Morales has increased access to public services, 
including education, has put in place the Single Health System, which gives free access 
to healthcare to over half of the country’s population, and has created 1 061 new health 
centres;

N. whereas the Government of Evo Morales gave more rights to indigenous people, 
considerably increasing their involvement in national affairs;

O. whereas Bolivia has the third-largest number of women elected to parliament in the 
world, with over 53 % of seats being held by women;

1. Strongly condemns the coup d’état carried out by the police and the military against the 
legitimate Bolivian Government of President Evo Morales;

2. Condemns the brutality of the police and the army, which has resulted in 32 peaceful 
protesters being killed and 770 wounded;

3. Calls for the urgent repeal of Supreme Decree nº 4078, which grants immunity to 
military personnel; calls for the immediate investigation of the crimes committed during 
the repression of the peaceful protests; calls for an immediate end to these human rights 
violations and for a full investigation in order to secure justice and reparation for the 
victims;
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4. Expresses its solidarity with all those protesting in the streets for democracy in Bolivia;

5. Condemns the violent attacks carried out by the military and the police and groups 
linked to them against representatives of the Movimiento al Socialismo and elected 
officials, such as the mayor of Vinto; condemns the violence, intimidations and threats 
of the police and the military against the regional and local authorities of the 
Movimiento al Socialismo;

6. Condemns the attacks against the homes of the leaders of the Movimiento al Socialismo 
and their family members, as well as leaders of indigenous and social movements, and 
party and trade union headquarters;

7. Strongly condemns the attacks on Bolivia’s constitution and the human rights violations 
committed by the self-proclaimed government, including the violations of the rights of 
women and indigenous people; rejects the racist positions of the self-proclaimed 
government and its violent repression of the indigenous population;

8. Deplores the criminalisation of leaders of social and indigenous movements, and the 
leaders of the Movimiento al Socialismo;

9. Condemns the attacks and arbitrary arrests of Cuban doctors conducting solidarity 
missions in Bolivia, which has resulted in over two hundred doctors leaving the 
country;

10. Condemns the threats of the self-proclaimed government, the military and the police 
force against the diplomatic representations of Cuba, Venezuela and Mexico;

11. Calls for the upcoming elections to take place with full guarantees and without 
exclusions; calls on the EEAS to ask to conduct an election observation mission to 
ensure the elections are transparent;

12. Calls for the representation of the European Union in La Paz, as well as the embassies 
of the Member States, to grant refuge to those being prosecuted by the military and the 
self-proclaimed government;

13. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Vice-President of the 
Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy, the Council, the Commission, the governments and parliaments of the Member 
States, the United Nations, all Bolivian institutions and President Evo Morales.


