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B9-0192/2019

European Parliament resolution on the situation in Bolivia
(2019/2896(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on the situation in Bolivia,

– having regard to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms,

– having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

– having regard to the European Convention on Human Rights and its Protocols,

– having regard to the Organisation of American States (OAS) Report on Bolivia of 
14 November 2019,

– having regard to the Statement by High Representative / Vice-President Federica 
Mogherini at its plenary session on the situation in Bolivia of 13 November 2019,

– having regard to Rule 132(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas Evo Morales took up office in 2006 after his victory in the presidential 
elections, and renewed his mandate in the 2010 and 2015 elections;

B. whereas Mr Morales took the controversial decision to run for a fourth term of office 
with the approval of the Constitutional Court, even though he had failed to win a 
referendum to amend the Constitution;

C. whereas on 20 October, Bolivians voted in presidential elections that were marked by 
numerous irregularities; whereas this has brought Bolivian citizens out on to the streets 
in protest, and has led to violence and civil unrest across the country;

D. whereas after 83 % of votes were counted, incumbent President Morales was in the lead 
with 45 % of the vote, while former President Carlos Mesa, his leading challenger, had 
obtained 38 %;

E. whereas international observers expressed concern over the day-long gap in the 
reporting of results, which was followed by a surge in the number of votes for Mr 
Morales when the count resumed; whereas Mr Morales denied these allegations, and 
invited foreign governments to audit the elections, promising to hold a run-off if any 
fraud was identified;

F. whereas, the Bolivian Government invited the Organisation of American States (OAS) 
to carry out an electoral audit, and agreed that the results of the audit would be binding; 
whereas the audit concluded that the election results should be annulled because of 
serious irregularities, and fresh elections held as soon as possible;
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G. whereas following the publication of the OAS report conclusions Mr Morales decided 
to call new elections monitored by the international community;

H. whereas Mr Morales and his Vice President, Álvaro García Linera, had to resign from 
office and flee the country after losing the support of the police and the military;

I. whereas Mr Morales had to seek political asylum in Mexico;

J. whereas after Mr Morales’s resignation Jeanine Añez took up office in her capacity as 
highest-ranking official in the constitutional line of succession; whereas her only role is 
as a caretaker with the task of holding new elections;

K. whereas Ms Añez signed a controversial decree protecting the armed forces from 
prosecution from acts they commit in the name of restoring public order;

L. whereas both houses of the National Assembly approved legislation on 23 November 
2019 that paves the way for the presidential elections, which was subsequently signed 
by Interim President Añez;

M. whereas this legislation prohibits those who have served for two consecutive terms from 
standing for election, thereby making Mr Morales ineligible;

N. whereas Mr Morales could face terrorism and sedition charges if he returns to Bolivia;

O. whereas violent protests after Mr Morales left the country have already led to 32 deaths;

1. Calls for moderation and good sense to prevail in order to allow constructive dialogue 
between all concerned, enabling a climate of sufficient trust and understanding to be 
fostered so as to lead Bolivia towards a peaceful transition, and allow it to overcome the 
current impasse;

2. Believes that the European Union and the international community must support the 
efforts of the Episcopal Conference and the Personal Envoy of the UN Secretary 
General to contribute to an agreement between the parties to hold free, inclusive and 
transparent elections in accordance with the timetable enshrined in the Constitution;

3. Believes that all parties should act in a democratically responsible manner, so as to 
allow swift reconciliation and avoid further violence;

4. Welcomes the fact that both houses of the National Assembly approved measures to 
prepare the next presidential elections, and believes a return to stability in Bolivia 
requires a new election as soon as possible; therefore supports the objective of 
appointing a new independent Electoral Court to guarantee transparent elections; 
opposes any change of government not fully in line with the Bolivian constitution;

5. Rejects the change of government that occurred abruptly, without regard for 
constitutional propriety and through the threat of the use of force;

6. Expresses deep concern about the irregularities in the voting process, which have 
caused political instability and civil unrest;
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7. Deplores the violence that followed the elections and Mr Morales’s flight from the 
country, which has already led to 32 dead, more than 100 injured, and other physical 
and material damage;

8. Rejects any military intervention or use of force against the Bolivian people;

9. Calls for the repeal of Decree 4078, which under certain circumstances grants 
exemption from prosecution for members of the Armed Forces who may be responsible 
for the violent repression in the hands of the police and the army;

10. Continues to stand by the Bolivian people, as it has done over the years, in particular in 
these difficult moments in the country’s democratic life;

11. Continues to support the democratic consolidation and institutional development of the 
Republic of Bolivia;

12. Recalls that Ms Añez’s sole task as leader of a caretaker government is to steer the 
country towards new elections, in which Bolivian citizens can decide their government 
and policies democratically;

13. Calls for certain highly disturbing measures adopted by Ms Añez’s caretaker 
government to be rescinded, as they only worsen the current situation: these measures 
include the expulsion of journalists, direct government control of public radio and TV, 
the dismissal of ambassadors abroad, or the suspension of diplomatic relations with 
certain neighbouring countries;

14. Highlights the need to find a solution to this crisis given the dramatic economic 
situation, with fuel and food increasingly scarce, in order to avoid another humanitarian 
crisis whose consequences would be unpredictable;

15. Supports the organisation of an EU election observation mission to Bolivia;

16. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, the legitimate interim president of the Republic and the 
National Assembly of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, the governments and 
parliaments of the Lima Group countries, the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary 
Assembly, and the Secretary-General of the Organisation of American States.


