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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

On the basis of the powers conferred on it by the Councili, the European Commission has
conducted negotiations with the Union of the Comoros with a view to renewing the Protocol
to the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Community and the Union of
the Comoros. At the end of the negotiations a new draft protocol was initialled by the
negotiators on 5 July 2013. The new Protocol covers a period of three years from
1 January 2014, the date of provisional application laid down in Article 13.

The main aim of the Protocol to the Agreement is to provide fishing opportunities for
European Union vessels in the fishing zone of the Union of the Comoros within the limits of
the available surplus. The Commission’s negotiating position was based in part on the results
of an ex-post evaluation carried out by external experts.

The general aim is to strengthen the cooperation between the European Union and the Union
of the Comoros, thereby creating a partnership framework within which to develop a
sustainable fisheries policy and sound exploitation of fisheries resources in the fishing zone of
the Union of the Comoros, in the interests of both parties.

The new Protocol provides for a total financial contribution of EUR 1 800 000 for the whole
period. The annual financial contribution of EUR 600 000 is based on: (a) a reference tonnage
of 6 000 tonnes, for an amount of EUR 300 000 linked to access and (b) support for the
development of the sectoral fisheries policy of the Union of the Comoros amounting to
EUR 300 000. This support meets the objectives of the national fisheries policy and in
particular the needs of the Union of the Comoros in the fight against illegal fishing.

Type of 2014 2015 2016 TOTAL
expenditure
Preservation and 600 000€ 600 000€ 600 000€ 1 800 000€

management of
natural resources

Total 600 000€ 600 000€ 600 000€ 1 800 000€

It should be borne in mind that there are also private agreements between the Comoros and
EU companies, allowing fishing with vessels flying non-EU flags. While not explicitly
against the exclusivity clause, it raises questions about unfair competition and value for EU

money.
*kkkkk

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee
responsible, to propose that Parliament give its consent.
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