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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The Protocol for the period 2012-14 expired on 15 December 2014. The fishing activities of 
the European fleet in the Islamic Republic of Mauritania’s fishing zone have therefore been 
interrupted pending the signature and provisional application of the new Protocol.

On the basis of an authorisation from Council, the Commission negotiated, on behalf of the 
EU, the renewal of the Protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and financial contribution 
provided for in the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Community and 
Mauritania. At the end of those negotiations, a new Protocol was initialled on 10 July 2015. 
The Protocol covers a period of four years from the date of provisional application– i.e. from 
the date of its signature.

The main aim of the Protocol is to grant fishing opportunities to European Union vessels in 
Mauritanian waters taking into account available scientific assessments, in particular those of 
the Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic (CECAF), and in accordance with 
scientific advice and the recommendations of the International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), within the limits of the available surplus.

The objective is to also enhance cooperation between the European Union and Mauritania, 
thereby creating a partnership framework within which to develop a sustainable fisheries 
policy and sound exploitation of fishery resources in the fishing zone of the Islamic Republic 
of Mauritania, in the interests of both parties. The sectoral support has been increased since 
the previous period, in order to help the Islamic Republic of Mauritania to implement its new 
national sectoral policy for ensuring the sustainable development of fishing activities.

The annual financial contribution has been set at EUR 59 125 000 per year, on the basis of:

• a total allowable catch of 261 500 tonnes for fishing categories 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7 and a 
reference tonnage of 20 000 tonnes for fishing categories 4 and 5 of the Protocol, 
corresponding to an amount linked to access to EUR 55 000 000 per year, and

• support for the development of the sectorial fisheries policy of the Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania amounting to EUR 4 125 000 per year. This support meets the aims of national 
fishing policy and in particular the needs of Mauritania as regards supporting scientific and 
technical cooperation, training, fisheries monitoring, protecting the environment and 
development infrastructure.

******

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 
responsible, to recommend that Parliament give its consent to the draft Council decision on 
the conclusion of the Protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and financial contribution 
provided for in the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Community and 
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania for a period of four years.
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