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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Regional Development, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Is concerned by the delays in the adoption of operational programmes and the designation 
of managing, paying and certifying authorities under cohesion policy that led to a slow 
start-up of the projects and an extremely low level of absorption of cohesion policy in the 
first three years of the current programming period; considers that the utmost effort needs 
to be made to ensure that the new programmes start without delay at the beginning of each 
programming period, and calls in this context for a timely agreement on the next 
multiannual financial framework (MFF);

2. Underlines the high risk of the accumulation of payment claims under Heading 1b in the 
second half of the current MFF and calls for a sufficient level of payment appropriations 
to be made available on a yearly basis until the end of the current perspective in order to 
prevent a new backlog of unpaid bills; stresses, for this purpose, the need for the three EU 
institutions to develop and agree upon a new joint payment plan for 2016-2020, which 
should provide for a clear strategy to meet all payment needs until the end of the current 
MFF;

3. Notes the contribution of the ESI Funds in supporting the implementation of the country-
specific recommendations; stresses that Article 23 of the Common Provision Regulation 
must only be used as a last resort and that Parliament must be fully involved from the 
early stages; notes in this context the Commission's proposal on the establishment of the 
Structural Reform Support Programme that will be partly financed through the transfer to 
the programme of technical assistance funding under cohesion policy;

4. Underlines the stronger focus on the performance of ESI Funds in the current MFF; 
believes that the future performance framework in the next perspective should build on the 
results of a thorough evaluation of the functioning of the current arrangement;

5. Concludes that significant EU budget performance and efficiency gains can be achieved 
through simplification of ESI Funds for both beneficiaries and managing authorities, 
including application (public procurement), implementation (project management) and 
control (audits during and after the project); calls on the Commission to encourage the 
High Level Expert Group to work in a spirit of exploration and non-conventional 
solutions, instead of operating under limitations;

6. Notes that, in the current MFF, financial instruments play an increased role as a 
complementary form of funding as compared to subsidies and grants; believes, however, 
that they should not replace grants as the core tool for ESI Funds; stresses that their 
implementation must be effective, transparent and always subject to full parliamentary 
scrutiny, without any prejudice to the unity of the EU budget;

7. Expects the Commission to present to Parliament at the earliest opportunity a detailed 
assessment of the complementarity, additionality and synergies achieved so far between 
the ESI Funds and the EFSI, and calls for steps to be taken to ensure full coherence and 
synergies between the ESI Funds and other EU instruments;



PE587.417v03-00 4/5 AD\1106557EN.docx

EN

8. Welcomes significant progress and results of the existing EFSI operations; considers that 
the revision of the EFSI Regulation will provide an opportunity to further improve the 
EFSI’s performance, inter alia by: enabling non-participating regions through on-the-
ground technical assistance to induce regionally balanced demand and project operations; 
comprehensive guidance to managing authorities on combining EFSI with shared and 
direct management instruments; accelerating the creation of investment platforms in the 
Member States – a meeting point for public funds and private financing; rebalancing 
sector investment, especially in view of the largest investment shortfalls; higher risk 
profile of approved investment projects; and full-scale data and information on the 
progress of the SME window, including utilisation of financial products by SMEs;

9. Stresses that an adequate response to migration has become one of the main challenges for 
Europe; underlines the potential of the contribution of ESI Funds in this context, 
especially bearing in mind the scarce financial resources in the EU budget in general; 
encourages the Member States to use cohesion policy funding to promote the integration 
of asylum seekers and refugees into society; calls on the Commission to enable a swift 
change of operational programmes for this purpose if needed;

10. Calls on the Commission to keep the budgetary authority informed about the possible 
budgetary consequences of Brexit for the ESI Funds in the EU-27 in the current 
programming period.
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