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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Culture and Education, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the fact that in the first two years of the new funding cycle the Europe for 
Citizens programme, which is set to bridge the gap between the EU institutions and 
European citizens, seems to be running well, with a rising number of applicants, high 
project quality and sound project implementation;

2. Highlights the importance of such programmes in times of permanent crises, when anti-
European forces are calling constantly into question the very existence of the European 
project;

3. Welcomes the simplification of the programme structure, for example through 
multiannual priority-setting which, overall, has made it simpler for interested citizens and 
organisations to apply, as well as a number of new financial arrangements, such as a 
system of lump-sum payments, that have reduced the administrative burden on 
beneficiaries;

4. Requests the Commission and the Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency 
(EACEA) to assess regularly the impact that a number of budgetary arrangements have 
had on applicants and potential eligible applicants; in particular, requests an assessment of 
whether the reduced rate of pre-financing (from 50 % to 40 % for projects and from 80 % 
to 50 % for operating grants and National Contact Points (NCPs)) applied in 2015, owing 
to an acute shortage of payment appropriations, the need for co-financing and the 
application of the same parameters irrespective of the actual cost of living and 
geographical remoteness, may have put – and may continue to put – some types of 
organisations and specific Member States at a disadvantage; requests, moreover, that they 
develop further strategies to bring European institutions closer to European citizens and to 
better inform citizens on various EU policies; 

5. Acknowledges that the biggest challenge is to achieve the current ambitious goals with the 
limited funding available; therefore encourages NCPs, together with the local and regional 
authorities associated with them, and the EACEA to facilitate and boost, wherever 
possible, synergies across EU programmes such as Creative Europe, Erasmus+ and the 
European Social Fund, so as to generate economies of scale and maximise impact;

6. Invites the Commission and the EACEA to include in the interim evaluation report, due 
by 31 December 2017, a thorough assessment of the financial and budgetary 
implementation of the programme and to draw lessons from this assessment with a view 
to redefining the future goals and adjusting the budgetary requirements of the programme 
in the next multiannual financial framework; 

7. Underlines the importance of keeping operating grants as a way of maintaining structural 
support to organisations and beneficiaries and allowing them to plan for the long term;

8. Calls on the Commission, the EACEA, NCPs and their local and regional partner 
authorities, and programme beneficiaries to make additional efforts to enhance visibility 
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and communication by employing the available financial resources in the most efficient 
way, in order to increase awareness of the programme and reach out even more effectively 
to citizens in the participating countries, including by improving communication, 
enhancing the use of social media and covering topics that are currently at the forefront of 
many citizens’ minds, such as jobs, growth and migration.



AD\1112129EN.docx 5/5 PE589.350v02-00

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

Date adopted 8.12.2016

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

21
5
2

Members present for the final vote Nedzhmi Ali, Richard Ashworth, Jean-Paul Denanot, Gérard Deprez, 
José Manuel Fernandes, Eider Gardiazabal Rubial, Jens Geier, Ingeborg 
Gräßle, Zbigniew Kuźmiuk, Vladimír Maňka, Clare Moody, Paul 
Rübig, Petri Sarvamaa, Patricija Šulin, Eleftherios Synadinos, Indrek 
Tarand, Monika Vana, Marco Zanni

Substitutes present for the final vote Bill Etheridge, Ivana Maletić, Andrey Novakov, Nils Torvalds, Derek 
Vaughan

Substitutes under Rule 200(2) present 
for the final vote

Clara Eugenia Aguilera García, Xabier Benito Ziluaga, José Blanco 
López, Edouard Ferrand, Valentinas Mazuronis


