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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Committee on 
Development, as the committees responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
their motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that the financial response to the ongoing influx of refugees has been an ad hoc 
one and has demonstrated that the Union budget and the multiannual financial framework 
(MFF) 2014-2020 lack the necessary resources and flexibility for a rapid and 
comprehensive approach to a major external crisis; emphasises the importance of tackling 
the root causes of the refugee and migrant movements;

2. Regrets that the Commission is resorting to satellite budgetary mechanisms, such as trust 
funds and the Facility for Refugees in Turkey, to top up the funding available; notes that 
this aim has not always been met with full success and that it undermines the transparent 
management of the budget and hampers budget control measures; draws attention to the 
other refugee and migration emergencies which for years have been reaching southern 
Europe via the North African coast;

3. Deplores the fact that the new satellite mechanisms result in the budgetary authority being 
bypassed and undermine the unity of the Union budget; stresses that the creation of 
funding instruments outside the EU budget must remain an exception and, in all cases, be 
subject to scrutiny by the European Parliament; urges for such instruments to be brought 
under Parliament’s oversight and calls for guidelines for their incorporation into the EU’s 
budget and the scope of its powers;

4. Notes that refocusing the EU’s external financing instruments towards security, peace 
building and conflict resolution, migration and border management poses new challenges 
in relation to the initial objectives and principles of these instruments;

5. Welcomes, however, the Commission proposal for a new European External Investment 
Plan, with a new focus on investment to promote economic and social development in the 
EU Neighbourhood and Africa, and stresses the need for systematic additionality, both in 
the choice of policies supported and in their financial implementation; expects that the 
investment plan will promote sustainable development without compromising human 
rights, climate change mitigation and good governance and that transparent management 
of the European Fund for Sustainable Development and its projects will be ensured;

6. Welcomes the Commission proposal on the revision of the MFF, with regard in particular 
to endowing the EU budget with larger crisis instruments; expects that the proposed 
revision of the financial rules will increase accountability and sound financial 
management; emphasises that tackling the root causes of migration flows also entails 
supporting third countries in capacity building;

7. Stresses that all Member States must keep to their financial commitments made with 
regard to Syria and the refugees.
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