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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas the specific characteristics of the outermost regions (ORs) are taken into account 

in Article 349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, under which 

specific measures may be taken in those regions as part of common policies such as 

fisheries policy; 

B. whereas Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 

11 December 2013 on the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) recognises the specific 

features of the ORs and allows for a differentiated approach in those regions; 

C. whereas the fishing fleet based in the ORs is chiefly made up of older boats of less than 

12 metres in length that did not previously benefit from aid for vessel modernisation, and 

whereas this poses a risk to vessel safety and affects on-board working conditions;  

D. whereas in the ORs the economic crisis has been felt particularly strongly, and their 

fisheries sectors have to be seen against the background of particular structural, social and 

economic situations; 

E. whereas the delay in the adoption of the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) 

regulation and in the approval of EMFF Operational Programmes and, consequently, the 

late implementation of supportive EMFF provisions have resulted in serious financial 

difficulties for some undertakings in the ORs; 

1. Notes the general provisions laid down in Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 on the European 

Maritime and Fisheries Fund as regards aid for vessel improvement, but regrets that no 

specific measures are established in that regulation that take account of the specific 

characteristics and condition of fleets in the territories concerned; 

2. Observes the difficulties or even impossibility confronting some fishermen in the ORs in 

terms of being able to access credit and/or insurance for their vessels; 

3. Calls on the Commission, with a view to the next multiannual financial framework, to 

consider the introduction of aid for the gradual renovation of small-scale fleets in the ORs 

in order to improve safety and efficiency, as long as that does not lead to an increase in the 

fishing capacity of those fleets and does not undermine the budget or the sustainability of 

stocks; 

4. Calls on the Commission, when proposing delegated acts with regard to the criteria for 

calculation of additional costs resulting from the specific handicaps of the ORs, also to 

consider the impact of climatic and geographical conditions; 

5. Proposes increasing aid intensity for engine replacement in the ORs where scientific 

evidence indicates that climate conditions and climate change have a decisive negative 

impact on those regions’ fleets; 

6. Calls on the Commission and the Member States, with a view to the development of the 
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local fishing industries in the ORs, to promote the use of the European Structural and 

Investment Funds and synergies between all the funds that are part of the common 

strategic framework and other relevant instruments and European policies, in keeping with 

the EU strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth; 

7. Calls for continued efforts to be made to simplify EU legislation so as to provide easier 

access to Union funding for fleets in the ORs; 

8. Recommends that the future Common Fisheries Policy take full account of the specific 

features of the outermost regions and enable them to realise the strong economic, social 

and environmental potential created by the rational development of their fisheries sectors; 

9. Proposes, therefore, the establishment of a specific fund for fisheries in the ORs after 

2020, to be based on the model of the Programme of Options Specifically Relating to 

Remoteness and Insularity (POSEI), which has demonstrated its effectiveness in 

supporting agriculture in those regions; recommends, in particular, that such a fund 

should, in compliance with the objectives of sustainable fisheries and healthy stocks, 

allow aid for the renewal of the fleet in those regions, including artisanal and traditional 

fishing vessels that land their catches in their ports. 
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